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The Department of Anthropology at UCLA acknowledges the

Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as the traditional land caretakers of

Tovaangar (the Los Angeles basin and South Channel Islands).

As a land grant institution, we are grateful to have the

opportunity to work for the taraaxotam (indigenous peoples,
in Tongva) in this place. We pay our respects to Honuukvetam

(ancestors), ‘Ahiihirom (Elders), and 'Eyoohiinkem (our

relatives/relations) past, present and emerging. 
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C O N G R A T S ,  G R A D S !
On June 9, 2021, the Department held a

virtual event celebrating our MA and PhD

degree recipients. While we would have

loved to see everyone and their families and

friends in Haines Hall, the virtual celebration

does not diminish their achievements and

this milestone, and we look forward to

celebrating our graduates in person soon. 

At the beginning of this strange, sad, and

often terrifying year, we had another virtual

event where we welcomed our new

graduate students. To try to recreate the

mood of this yearly in-person celebration

the best we could, we constructed a virtual

happy hour, sending people randomly, and

very briefly, into different breakout rooms to

mimic the small groups that form and shift

over the course of any informal get together.

To give the students who had never been to

Haines Hall, campus, or even LA a sense of

how these events look, smell, sound, and

feel, we described the snacks and types of

small talk that one hears in Southern

California (so, in other words, a heavy

reliance on Trader Joe’s hummus and lots of

commute talk). 

Similarly, the stage was set for the MA and

PhD Celebration event: My sewing machine

table where I presented the MA and PhD

graduates would be a podium and, instead

of being subjected to my collection of velvet

paintings, attendees would see a backdrop 

of the reading room shelves, filled with dusty

journal collections with impressive-looking

spines. The faculty, the graduates, along with

their friends and families and partners and

spouses, would be trying to keep our new

chairs that too easily roll around in neat

rows. A few kids, either along for the ride or

already out of school, would be sitting on

the floor, placated with coloring books and

parental phones. All the while, you would

see and enjoy waves to friends across the

room, silently mouthed “good to see yous”

and “how are yous” over the tops of people’s

heads, and mimed applause aimed at the

new graduates. During the toasts, there

would be champagne (okay, sparkling wine)

and lots of shouts and applause. 

These last 16 months, we’ve come together

as a community in new spaces: virtual

classrooms, webinars, co-writing sessions,

and advising groups that often came to

resemble group therapy sessions. As

anthropologists, one of our central concerns

is studying groups—how are publics formed?

What is a nation-state? How do audiences

hear in a particular way? What I’m getting at,

I guess, is that I’d not only like to

congratulate the students that are being

awarded degrees, but to thank all of you for

continuing to come together as a group,

over and over again, under very trying

circumstances, and absent our usual shared

spaces and traditions. We did it, folks.



MA
Re c i p i e n t s



S A R A  I S A B E L  C A S T R O  F O N T ,  M A

H I P S T E R S ,  D R U N K S ,
T O U R I S T S ,  A N D  L O C A L S :

C A L L E  L O Í Z A  A S  A  S I T E  O F
I D E O L O G I C A L  C O N T E S T A T I O N

2021
Co-Chairs: Erin Debenport & Paul V. Kroskrity



U L I S E S  E S P I N O Z A ,  M A  

I N T U I T I O N S  O N  O W N E R S H I P
A M O N G  T H E  A C H U A R  O F

S O U T H E A S T E R N  E C U A D O R

2020
Chair: H. Clark Barrett



E D E N  F R A N Z ,  M A  

C U L T U R A L  A N D
I N T E R S P E C I F I C  S Y M B I O S I S  A T

S A L E M I ,  S I C I L Y :  E X P L O R I N G
C O L O N I A L  A N D  H U M A N -
A N I M A L  I N T E R A C T I O N S

T H R O U G H  F A U N A L  A N A L Y S I S

2020
Chair: Monica L. Smith



L I L I T  G H A Z A R Y A N ,  M A  

S P E A K  B E A U T I F U L L Y  -
L A N G U A G E  P O L I C I E S  A N D

P R A C T I C E S  I N  P U B L I C
K I N D E R G A R T E N S  I N  A R M E N I A

2020
Chair: Erica Cartmill



J O E L L E  J U L I E N ,  M A  

H A I T I A N  M I G R A T I O N  T O
T I J U A N A ,  M E X I C O :  B L A C K

M I G R A N T S  A N D  T H E
P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y  O F

R A C E  A N D  M I G R A T I O N

2019
Chair: Jemima Pierre



N I C C O  A M E D E O  L A  M A T T I N A ,
M A  

" G I V I N G  T H E  M E A N I N G "  A S  A
S O C I A L  P R A C T I C E  O N

P A N T E L L E R I A :  T H E
M E T A S E M A N T I C S  O F

A T T T U N E M E N T

2020
Chair: Alessandro Duranti



A L E S S A N D R A  M A Y  L A U R E R
R O S E N ,  M A

2021
Co-Chairs: Erin Debenport & Paul V. Kroskrity

S E M I O T I C  L A B O R S  O F
P E R S O N A L I Z A T I O N :

M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  A N D
A C C E S S  I N  A N  A M E R I C A N

Y O G A  S C H O O L
 



E R I C  A N D R E W  S I N S K I ,  M A  

I M A G I N E D  C O M M U N I T I E S :
P A T R I O T I C  S E N T I M E N T

A M O N G  C H I N E S E  S T U D E N T S
A B R O A D  I N  T H E  E R A  O F  X I

J I N P I N G

2020
Chair: Yunxiang Yan



D A N I E L L E  L E I G H  S T E I N B E R G ,
M A  

A  R O B U S T  T O O L  K I T :  F I R S T
R E P O R T  O F  T O O L  U S E  I N

C R E S T E D  C A P U C H I N
M O N K E Y S  ( S A P A J U S

R O B U S T U S )

2021
Chair: Jessica Lynch

"I want to thank everyone who supported me and

helped keep me (relatively) sane on this insane

journey, especially my BioAnth Cohort; my school

wife, Kim; and Jessica, Erica, and Clark and the rest

of the faculty and staff!"



J E S S I E  S E R E N E  S T O O L M A N ,  M A  

W R I T I N G  L E T T E R S  A N D
R E A D I N G  A G A I N S T  T H E  G R A I N

O F  A N T H R O P O L O G Y ' S  P A S T

2020
Chair: Aomar Boum



D O N G H Y O U N  W E ,  M A  

F O O D  A N D  R E S T A U R A N T S :  A
R E V I E W  O F  T H E  L I T E R A T U R E

A N D  E X P L O R A T O R Y
O B S E R V A T I O N S  O F

R E S T A U R A N T  P I V O T S  I N  L A  I N
T H E  T I M E  O F  C O V I D - 1 9

2021
Chair: Akhil Gupta



S A S H A  L U T Z  W I N K L E R ,  M A  

T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  S E X
D I F F E R E N C E S  I N  P L A Y  I N

W I L D  W H I T E - F A C E D
C A P U C H I N S

2020
Chair: Erica Cartmill



M A D E L E I N E  L O U I S E  Z O E L L E R ,
M A  

E Y E  S E E  Y O U :  I N V E S T I G A T I N G
P R E D I C T O R S  O F  T H E  E V I L  E Y E

2020
Chair: Joseph Manson



P h D  
R e c i p i e n t s



F A R Z A D  A M O O Z E G A R - F A S S A I E ,
P H D  

T H E  P U R S U I T  O F  H A P P I N E S S
A N D  T H E  O T H E R :  B E I N G  A

S Y R I A N  R E F U G E E  C H I L D  I N
A M E R I C A

2020
Co-Chairs: Alessandro Duranti & C. Jason Throop



T H E R E S A  H I L L  A R R I O L A ,  P H D  

S E C U R I N G  N A T U R E :
M I L I T A R I S M ,  I N D I G E N E I T Y

A N D  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T  I N
T H E  N O R T H E R N  M A R I A N A

I S L A N D S

2020
Chair: Jessica Cattelino



Y A E L  A S S O R ,  P H D  

O B J E C T I V I T Y  A S  A
B U R E A U C R A T I C  V I R T U E :  T H E

L I V E D  E X P E R I E N C E  O F
O B J E C T I V I T Y  I N  A N  I S R A E L I

M E D I C A L  B U R E A U C R A C Y

2020
Chair: C. Jason Throop



A M A N D A  J E A N  B A I L E Y ,  P H D  

A L L U V I A L  H O P E :  T H E
T R A N S F O R M A T I V E  P R A C T I C E S

O F  P L A C E M A K I N G  A T  A
M O N T A N A  T R I B A L  C O L L E G E

2021
Co-Chairs: Paul V. Kroskrity & Cheryl Mattingly



K A T E L Y N  J O  B I S H O P ,  P H D  

R I T U A L  P R A C T I C E ,
C E R E M O N I A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N ,
A N D  T H E  V A L U E  A N D  U S E  O F

B I R D S  I N  P R E H I S P A N I C
C H A C O  C A N Y O N ,  N E W
M E X I C O ,  8 0 0 - 1 1 5 0  C E

2019
Co-Chairs: Richard Lesure & Gregson Schachner

"I want to extend my deep gratitude to my

committee members: Greg Schachner,

Richard Lesure, Tom Wake, and Stella Nair.

Additional thanks in particular to Monica

Smith and Jeanne Arnold, and to my loving

and supportive family. Since August 2020, I

have been an Assistant Professor in the

Department of Anthropology at the

University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign."



M O L L Y  J O S E T T E  B L O O M ,  P H D  

T H I C K  S O C I A L I T Y :
C O M M U N I T Y ,  D I S A B I L I T Y ,

A N D  L A N G U A G E  I N  S P I N A L
C O R D  I N J U R Y

R E H A B I L I T A T I O N

2020
Chair: Norma Mendoza-Denton



H A N N A H  A D D A L I N E  C A R L A N ,
P H D  

P R O D U C I N G  P R O S P E R I T Y :
L A N G U A G E  A N D  T H E  L A B O R

O F  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  I N D I A ' S
W E S T E R N  H I M A L A Y A S

2021
Chair: Alessandro Duranti

"This fall, I will be joining the Department of

Anthropology at Rollins College as a

Visiting Assistant Professor of Linguistic

Anthropology. I am grateful to my mentors

and peers for their tireless support

throughout the PhD, especially during this

trying last year. COLA for all!"



C O U R T N E Y  E V E L Y N  C E C A L E ,
P H D  

S C I E N T I F I C  G O V E R N A N C E
A N D  T H E  C U L T U R A L  P O L I T I C S

O F  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E
A D A P T A T I O N  I N  T H E

P E R U V I A N  A N D E S

2020
Chair: Jessica Cattelino

"Congratulations everyone! I’m excited to be graduating with

you all — especially after the uncertainties of last year (one

helluva year!). Since graduating I have  accepted a job in the

Department of Anthropology at the University of North Texas,

and managed to land on (literally) a dozen graduate student

committees. They’re doing such exciting work on

environmental justice issues across the country. I’ve had a

piece published in Ethos (on the connections between ultra

running and being high for folks formerly addicted to heroin)

and one accepted to the Journal for Political Ecology (on labor

concerns in the climate change adaption industry). I’ve begun

my own community action research partnership with activists

remediating a superfund site in West Dallas. And I have started

research on the uneven affects of dangerous heat impacting

residents and workers in the Dallas Fort Worth metroplex, with

the help of a couple of graduate student researchers. I

definitely miss thinking with so many of you, and am really

excited to be graduating with you all. Thank you so much to my

committee for all their support, and to my friends in the

program for the years of solidarity. Honestly, what a wild one."



A L E J A N D R O  S U L E M A N  E R U T ,
P H D  

L Y I N G :  A N
A N T H R O P O L O G I C A L

A P P R O A C H

2021
Chair: H. Clark Barrett

"I would like to thank Clark Barrett

for his constant support, as well as

my family, friends, collaborators,

the DEI group, and particularly to

the Chicham and Wichí communities

of South America."



A M Y  M A R I E  G A R E Y ,  P H D  

T H E  P E O P L E ’ S  L A U G H T E R :
W A R ,  C O M E D Y ,  A N D  T H E

S O V I E T  L E G A C Y

2020
Chair: Nancy E. Levine

"Since graduation I have been teaching

English as a Foreign Language at

Moscow State Pedagogical University

and consulting on DuoLingo's Russian

curriculum."



N A F I S  A Z I Z  H A S A N ,  P H D  

T E C H N O - P O L I T I C S  O F
I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D

C O M M U N I C A T I O N
T E C H N O L O G I E S  ( I C T S )  -

I N V E S T I G A T I N G  P R A C T I C E S
A N D  S O C I A L  R E L A T I O N S  I N

I N D I A N  P U B L I C
B U R E A U C R A C I E S

2021
Chair: Akhil Gupta



K O T R I N A  K A J O K A I T E ,  P H D  

S O C I A L  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  I N
W I L D  W H I T E - F A C E D

C A P U C H I N  M O N K E Y S  ( C E B U S
C A P U C I N U S ) :  I N S I G H T S  F R O M
N E W  M O D E L I N G  A P P R O A C H E S

2019
Chair: Susan Perry



J A N A N I E  K A L Y A N A R A M A N ,  P H D  

W I N D O W  S E A T S :  M A K I N G
C O N N E C T I O N  T H R O U G H

T R A N S P O R T  A N D  M O B I L I T Y  I N
B E N G A L U R U  C I T Y ,  I N D I A

2021
Chair: Akhil Gupta



T A N Y A  R U T H  M A T T H A N ,  P H D  

T H E  M O N S O O N  A N D  T H E
M A R K E T :  E C O N O M I E S  O F  R I S K

I N  R U R A L  I N D I A

2021
Chair: Akhil Gupta



M A T T H E W  R I C H A R D  M C C O Y ,
P H D  

U N S E T T L I N G  F U T U R E S :
M O R A L I T Y ,  T I M E ,  A N D  D E A T H

I N  A  D I V I D E D  B E L F A S T
C O M M U N I T Y

2020
Chair: C. Jason Throop



E V A  R O S E  M E L S T R O M ,  P H D  

T H E  G A T E  O F  W E E P I N G :
E T H I O P I A N  W O M E N

R E T U R N I N G  F R O M  D O M E S T I C
W O R K  I N  T H E  A R A B  S T A T E S

O F  T H E  P E R S I A N  G U L F

2021
Co-Chairs: Douglas W. Hollan  & C. Jason Throop



D A L I L A  I S O K E  O Z I E R ,  P H D  

C I T Y  O F  M A G I C :  A E S T H E T I C
V A L U E  I N  T H E  L O S  A N G E L E S

M A G I C  S C E N E

2020
Chair: Sherry B. Ortner



A G A T H A  E V A N G E L I N E  P A L M A ,
P H D  

T H E  M I G R A N T ,  T H E
M E D I T E R R A N E A N ,  A N D  T H E

T O U R I S T :  F I G U R E S  O F
B E L O N G I N G  I N  P O S T -
A U S T E R I T Y  P A L E R M O

2021
Co-Chairs: Aomar Boum & Laurie Kain Hart



S O N Y A  R A O ,  P H D  

P R I V A T I Z I N G  L A N G U A G E
W O R K :  I N T E R P R E T E R S  A N D

A C C E S S  I N  L O S  A N G E L E S
I M M I G R A T I O N  C O U R T

2021
Chair: Paul V. Kroskrity

"Post graduation I'll be the

ABF/AccessLex Institute Postdoctoral

Fellow at the American Bar Foundation

in Chicago."



M I N D Y  G A Y L E  S T E I N B E R G ,  P H D  

L E G A L  S T A T U S  A N D  T H E
E V E R Y D A Y  L I V E S  O F

M E X I C A N - O R I G I N  Y O U T H  I N
L O S  A N G E L E S :  F A M I L Y ,

G R A T I T U D E ,  A N D  T H E  H I G H
S C H O O L  T R A N S I T I O N

2019
Chair: Thomas S. Weisner

"I am incredibly grateful for my training

at UCLA and excited to teach the next

generation of students. Thank you to the

best family, faculty, department, and

advisor!"



C H R I S T O P H E R  S H A W N
S T E P H A N ,  P H D  

“ F O C U S  O N  T H E  U S E R S ” :
E M P A T H Y ,  A N T I C I P A T I O N ,

A N D  P E R S P E C T I V E - T A K I N G  I N
H E A L T H C A R E  A R C H I T E C T U R E

2020
Chair: C. Jason Throop



A N O U S H  T A M A R  S U N I ,  P H D  

P A L I M P S E S T S  O F  V I O L E N C E :
R U I N A T I O N  A N D  T H E

P O L I T I C S  O F  M E M O R Y  I N
A N A T O L I A

2019
Chair: Susan Slyomovics

"I received my diploma in September 2019.

During the 2019-2020 academic year I was

a Manoogian Postdoctoral Research

Fellow in the Armenian Studies Program

and the Department of Anthropology at

the University of Michigan. Currently, I

am a postdoctoral fellow in the Keyman

Modern Turkish Studies Program and the 

 Department of Anthropology at

Northwestern University. I would like to

thank my chair, my committee, and the

department for their ongoing support! "



"For the past two years I have taught as a

lecturer at the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln School of Global Integrative Studies.

This summer I'm teaching a community based

learning course working with Lincoln's Yazidi

refugees and their community garden with

hopes to continue in the following summers.

This fall I will be joining the faculty at the

American University in Cairo (Egypt) as an

Assistant Professor of Anthropology in the

Department of Sociology, Egyptology, and

Anthropology. Currently, I'm working on my

book manuscript Gunpowder Women: Playing

in Morocco's Traditional Horse Sport and

broadening my research to look at regional

multispecies trade and hunting as well as

Muslim women in sports in the international

arenas. 

I want to thank my parents so much for their

love, my advisors for their tireless guidance,

and to all my research participants and

friends in Morocco. I couldn't have done it

without you!"

G W Y N E T H  U R S U L A  J E A N
T A L L E Y ,  P H D  

G U N P O W D E R  W O M E N :
G E N D E R ,  K I N S H I P  &  H O R S E S
I N  M O R O C C A N  E Q U E S T R I A N

P E R F O R M A N C E

2019
Co-Chairs: Nancy E. Levine & Susan Slyomovics



A L E X A N D E R  M A L C O L M
T H O M S O N ,  P H D  

M E S O L O G U E S :  A N
E T H N O B I B L I O G R A P H I C  S T U D Y

O F  C U L T U R A L  A N D  L I N G U A L
P O L I T I C S  I N  C O N T E M P O R A R Y

B R I T T A N Y

2020
Co-Chairs: Laurie Kain Hart & Paul V. Kroskrity



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S
T O  A L L

M A  &  P H D
G R A D U A T E S !




