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Wimmer has sought to turn
around Charles Tilly’s famous
claim that state-making is tied
to wars; Wimmer instead insists
that both modern nation-state
making and wars are the result
of nationalist aspirations
clashing with older imperial
state forms or with competing
nationalisms. Yet the analysis
completely overlooks another of
Tilly’s major topics – the role of
revolutions in history.



Page 73

Trajectories Waves of War

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1



Page 74

Trajectories Waves of War

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1



Page 75

Trajectories Waves of War

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1

Comments on Waves of War

Mabel Berezin
Cornell University



Page 76

Trajectories Waves of War

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1



Page 77

Trajectories Waves of War

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1

A weakness of analytic models
and mechanisms is that they
tend to be a-historical and a-
temporal, that is they attenuate
the effects of context and
culture. While Waves of War
covers the entire modern
period, the internal processes of
change and development that
contribute to thick cultures and
continuities are not part of the
analysis. As this is a book of
comparative historical political
sociology, the absence of
history—in the form of context
stands out. As the relationship
between war, ethnic conflict and
nationalism is the core of the
book, I kept asking myself what
we might learn if we applied this
model to Putin and the Ukraine,
to Gaza, or to ISIS.
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In short, Waves of War shows
that the spread of the like-over-
like principle and the formation
of nation-states have been
driving forces behind civil and
interstate war...
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...even where the transition to
the nation-state occurred
gradually and in a negotiated
and agreed manner, such as in
Sweden or Botswana, the result
is a profound re-configuration of
the power structure, brought
about by the new cross-class
alliances that Goldstone
emphasizes. In this broad
understanding of “revolution”,
almost every transition to the
nation-state is revolutionary —
and the book is indeed about
the causes and consequences of
the national revolution, broadly
defined, around the world.
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Statistical analysis is certainly
a-contextual—it has to be to
achieve its aims—but this
doesn’t mean that it cannot
uncover cases and groups of
cases in which contextual
matters appear to make history
work differently than “on
average.”
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