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		Remembering Professor Kirstie McClure
In Memoriam

Prof. Kirstie McClure (July 15, 1951 – December 21, 2023)

It is with much sadness that I share with you the news that UCLA’s Prof. Kirstie McClure has passed away of coronary disease.

Prof. McClure was a formidable colleague and friend to many of us who will no doubt remember her with fond trepidation for her critical energies, her brilliance, her encyclopedic knowledge of the history of political thought, and her refusal to leave a thought unfinished. Her contributions to political theory, the history of political thought, feminist theory, and critical political theory were many, both published, institutional, and as a mentor to innumerable students and scholars currently teaching throughout the world.
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	Political Science Ph.D. Graduate, Rev. Robert A. Dowd , C.S.C., elected 18th President of the University of Notre Dame.






	UCLA Political Science graduate appointed Dean of UCLA Law School






	Yoon Jae (Eric) Lim ’16 named UCLA’s fourth Schwarzman Scholar

Read more






	Professor Luwei Ying Receives Walter Isard Award

Read more






	Q&A: UCLA political scientists on how the 2020 presidential campaign continues to reverberate
Lynn Vavreck and Chris Tausanovitch discuss their new book, ‘The Bitter End’


Read more






	Congratulations to our 2022 Graduates
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	Professors Geddes & Posner elected to American Academy of Arts and Sciences
Eight faculty members were elected on April 22nd, 2021, to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, one of the nation’s most prestigious honorary societies.
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	Remembering Professor Leonard Freedman
Leonard Freedman, 1924–2020

With profound sorrow, the UCLA Department of Political Science reports the passing of Professor Leonard Freedman, Professor Emeritus of Political Science and Dean Emeritus of UCLA Extension and Continuing Education, on September 30, 2020.  Len leaves behind his wife Vivian, his children Elizabeth, Ali, Dave, and Steve, and his grandsons, Brian, Scott, and Gabriel.  Prof. Freedman’s passing is a tremendous loss to our department, to the university, and to the discipline.
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	Remembering Professor James Tong
James Tong, 1947–2020

With profound sorrow, the UCLA Department of Political Science reports the passing of Professor James Wai Tong, our colleague of thirty-one years, on October 3, 2020, after a brave battle with cerebral hemorrhage.  James leaves behind his companion Marita Kaw, his children Olivia and Brian, his grandchildren Ava and Harrison, siblings Victor, Nancy, and Paul, and many relatives and friends, including generations of colleagues and former students.  Our department, university, and discipline has suffered a tremendous loss.
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	Joseph Asunka Named CEO of the Afrobarometer
Joseph Asunka (UCLA PhD 2014), currently Program Officer of the Global Development Program of the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, will lead the Afrobarometer in early 2021 as its new Chief Executive Officer.
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	George Ofosu, Kristen Kao, and Jonathan Collins Receive American Political Science Association Awards
Over the summer, three of our recent PhD graduates received national distinctions awarded by the American Political Science Association.
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	John Branstetter Receives UCLA Distinguished Teaching Award
John Branstetter (UCLA PhD 2017), Lecturer, was recently selected to receive the 2019-2020 UCLA Distinguished Teaching Award.  Only three non-Senate faculty in the entire university received this award.
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	Lynn Vavreck Elected to American Academy of Arts and Sciences
Six exceptional UCLA professors and leaders — Physical Sciences Dean Miguel García-Garibay, School of Law Dean Jennifer Mnookin, Education Professor Pedro Noguera, Political Science Professor Lynn Vavreck, environmental champion Mary Nichols and Hammer Museum Director Ann Philbin — were elected April 23 to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, one of the nation’s most prestigious honorary societies.
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	Political Science Professor Kathy Bawn received the 2019 campus-wide Distinguished Teaching Award
Political Science Professor Kathy Bawn received the 2019 campus-wide Distinguished Teaching Award along with the Eby Award for the Art of Teaching from the Academic Senate’s Committee on Teaching.








	Professors Lorrie Frasure-Yokley and Matt Barreto received nearly $1 million from the NSF for the 2020 Collaborative Multiracial Post-election Survey (CMPS)
A UCLA-led group of racial and ethnic politics researchers from across the nation are already gearing up to make sense of the 2020 presidential election.
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	Tackling the ‘resource curse’
UCLA researchers launch project to design policies in countries where corruption and conflict undercut natural abundance


Read More






	UCLA team leading the way in the study of race and ethnicity politics
Researchers and scholars from across the country meet to prepare for the 2020 elections


Read More






	Political Networks and Conflict
Professor Arthur Stein, Professor Robert Trager, and their research team have received a UC Multicampus-National Lab Collaborative Research and Training Award exceeding $3 million for their research project, “Political Conflict and Stability in Dynamic Networks.”


Read More
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Political Science 2023 Commencement



Faculty Recruitment



Job Opportunities For Students



Undergraduate Counseling
If you are an undergraduate and need scheduling advice, or advice on the major: Click Here!
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Remembering Professor Kirstie McClure
December 22, 2023

In Memoriam

Prof. Kirstie McClure (July 15, 1951 – December…Read more
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Michael Waterstone, a nationally recognized expert in disability…Read more
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UCLA alumnus Yoon Jae (Eric) Lim has been named a Schwarzman…Read more
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Message from the Chair



Welcome to UCLA Political Science

Political Science is the study of how humans relate to one another and the systems of power and institutions of rule we construct in order to arrange our collective lives. These institutions can be formal like electoral systems, or international courts, or the various branches of governmental power; but they can also be informal and include the cultural practices of diverse ethnic groups, the public contestation of beliefs and values, and everyday forms of collective participation ranging from sporting activities, to political activism, to digital networking and beyond. What these diverse expressions of political activity share is an acknowledgment of the fact that we are many and that in order for the many to live peacefully with one another we must innovate ways to negotiate forms of power. It was Aristotle who in his Politics famously declared that humans are “by nature a political animal.” As Political Scientists we hope to understand how humans are political animals, as well as the diverse historical and contemporary ways that we express our political lives.

Read more
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The Burdens of Empire: 1539 to the Present






Discourse, Dictators and Democrats: Russia’s Place in a Global Process






Strengthening International Courts: The Hidden Costs of Legalization






American Identity and the Politics of Multiculturalism






The Gamble: Choice and Chance in the 2012 Presidential Election






The Oil Curse: How Petroleum Wealth Shapes the Development of Nations






The Enlightenment: And Why It Still Matters






Transforming Citizenship: Democracy, Membership, and Belonging in Latino Communities






Crisis of Conservatism? The Republican Party, the Conservative Movement, and American Politics after Bush






Research Design in the Social Sciences: Declaration, Diagnosis, and Redesign






The Return: Russia’s Journey from Gorbachev to Medvedev






The Cold War and After: History, Theory, and the Logic of International Politics
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