Appendix 1:  Kennedy, Vietnam, and the Press

The “News Management” Issue during the Kennedy Period:

In the immediate post-Cuban missile crisis period , Arthur Sylvester, the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs Arthur Sylvester, made some provocative comments to the effect that information was “a very important weapon to be used or withheld”  and that the government had the “right to lie” when faced with the prospect of nuclear war.  Those remarks set off a storm of controversy about the administration’s attempts to “manage of the news,” leading to a Congressional investigation in the spring of 1963.  That investigation generated a good deal of information on this subject in general and on Vietnam news management in particular.  See U.S. Congress, House of Representatives, Government Information Plans and Policies: Hearings before a Subcommittee of the Committee on Government Operations, 5 parts, March-May 1963 (Washington: GPO, 1963); Sylvester’s remarks are quoted in part 1, p. 28, and part 3, p. 360, and part 4 deals with Vietnam news coverage.  

Sylvester remained in office and continued to argue along these lines during the Johnson period.  See William McGaffin and Erwin Knoll, Anything But the Truth:  The Credibility Gap—How the News is Managed in Washington (New York: Putnam’s, 1968), pp. 83-87.  In 1971, the Library of Congress’s Legislative Reference Service compiled a long bibliography on “Government Secrecy and News Management by the Government, 1961-71” (link).  On the general issue of the “management of the news” during the Kennedy period, see Clarence Wyatt, Paper Soldiers: The American Press and the Vietnam War (New York: Norton, 1993), pp. 24-50.  See also the discussion in David Coleman, The Fourteenth Day: JFK and the Aftermath of the Cuban Missile Crisis (New York: Norton, 2012), chap. 12.
“News Management” in Practice:  The Kennedy Administration and Press Coverage of the Vietnam War:

On the administration’s news management policy as it related to Vietnam, see Wyatt, Paper Soldiers, esp. pp. 91-97; William Hammond, Reporting Vietnam:  Media and Military at War (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1998), pp. 2-18;  Daniel Hallin, The “Uncensored War”:  The Media and Vietnam  (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986), pp. 26-58; and Montague Kern, Patricia Levering, and Ralph Levering, The Kennedy Crises:  The Press, the Presidency, and Foreign Policy (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1983), pp. 141-91.  
John Newman, in JFK and Vietnam, has a chapter on the subject (chapter 11);  see also pp. 309-310, 315-16.  Neil Sheehan, A Bright Shining Lie:  John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam (New York: Random House, 1988), Book IV, also presents a good deal of information on government-press relations on Vietnam during the Kennedy period.  See also David Kaiser, American Tragedy:  Kennedy, Johnson, and the Origins of the Vietnam War (Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2000), p. 131.  
