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17.432 // Tuesdays 1-3 // Room E25-117                       Fall 2001 
Stephen Van Evera                                            Draft 1.0 
MIT Political Science Department 
 
 
 CAUSES AND PREVENTION OF WAR: THEORY AND METHOD 
 
 
     This course explores the causes of modern war, with a focus on 
preventable causes.  Course readings cover theoretical, historical, and 
methodological topics.  Major theories of war are explored and assessed in the 
first few weeks of the class, asking at each stage "are these good theories?" 
and "how could they be tested?"  Basic social scientific inference--what are 
theories? what are good theories? how should theories be framed and tested?--
and case study methodology are also discussed.  The second half of the course 
explores the history of the outbreak of a number of major wars.  We use these 
cases as raw material for case studies, asking "if these episodes were the 
subject of case studies, how should those studies be performed, and what could 
be learned from them?" 
     Course requirements: Students will be asked to write 2 short papers (7-10 
typed doublespaced pages) and two 1-page exercises.  One of the 7-10 page 
papers will be a case study; the other can be a case study or can be an 
assessment of theories of the causes of war.  The 1-page exercises are due 
Sept. 25 and Oct. 16; the papers are due at times TBA. 
     This is a graduate course open to undergraduates by permission of the 
instructor only. 
 
     Recommended for purchase at the MIT Coop:  
 
Sean M. Lynn-Jones and Steven E. Miller, eds., The Cold War and After: 

Prospects for Peace, expanded ed. (MIT Press: 1993) ISBN: 0-262-62088-X 
Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation (NY: Basic Books, 1984).  
James Joll, The Origins of the First World War, 2nd ed. (NY: Longman, 1992) 

ISBN: 0-582-08920-4 
P.M.H. Bell, The Origins of the Second World War in Europe, 2d ed. (NY: 

Longman, 1998) ISBN: 0-582-49112-6 
Saburo Ienaga, The Pacific War, 1931-1945 (Pantheon, 1979) ISBN: 0-394-73496-3 
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, trans. Rex Warner (Penguin, 

1972) 
Steven E. Miller et al., eds., Military Strategy and the Origins of the First 

World War, rev. ed (Princeton University Press, 1991) ISBN: 0-691-02232-1 
Stephen Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science (Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 1997) 
 
     Also at the COOP, but only recommended: 
 
Greg Cashman, What Causes War? An Introduction to Theories of International 

Conflict (NY: Lexington Books, 1999)  ISBN: 0-669-21215-6 
Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and 

Dissertations, 6th ed., rev. by John Grossman and Alice Bennett (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1996) 
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     None of Cashman is assigned but it is a useful basic synopsis of much of 
the literature.  Turabian is a style reference that you should own and obey. 
 
     All other readings will be available as course notes that can be 
purchased from the Technology Copy Center in the basement of building E-52, 
except some that will be handed out in class. 
 
     Readings in books available in the COOP bookstore are denoted below with 
a "BK"; course notes readings are denoted below with a "C"; handouts are 
denoted with an "H". 
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I.  INTRODUCTION: FRAMING, TESTING & USING THEORIES 
 

Sept. 11:  Hypotheses, Laws, Theories and Case Studies (85 pages) 
 

BK 1.  Van Evera, Guide to Methods, chapter 1, "Hypotheses, Laws and 
Theories."  My basic advice on framing and testing theories.  

 
C  2.  Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics (Reading: 

Addison-Wesley, 1979), pp. 1-17 ("Laws and Theories").  A 
different view on theories by a famous IR theorist. 

 
 
 
II.  HYPOTHESES ON THE CAUSES OF WAR (5 Weeks) 
 

Sept. 18, 25: Propositional inventories on war, and military causes of 
war. 

 
A.  Propositional inventories on war (160 pages): 

 
C  1.  Jack Levy, "The Causes of War: A Review of Theories and Evidence," 

in Philip E. Tetlock, Jo L. Husbands, Robert Jervis, Paul C. 
Stern, and Charles Tilly, eds., Behavior, Society, and Nuclear 
War, 2 vols. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1989, 1991), 
1:209-333; and Jack S. Levy, "The Causes of War and the 
Conditions of Peace," Annual Review of Political Science, Vol. 
1 (1998), pp. 139-165.  The best surveys of hypotheses on war's 
causes. 

 
C  2.  Kenneth N. Waltz, "The Origins of War," in John F. Reichert and 

Steven R. Sturm, eds., American Defense Policy, 5th ed. 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1982), pp. 8-18.  
An excerpt from Waltz's classic Man, the State, and War, a book 
that also served as a propositional inventory. 

 
I also recommend that you take a look at Gregg Cashman, What 
Causes War?, available at the MIT COOP textbook section for 
this course as a recommended reading.  A good basic synopsis. 

 
B.  Hypotheses on military power-factors as causes of war (i.e. theories 

addressing the fine-grained structure of power) (120 pages): 
 

C  1.  Thomas C. Schelling, Arms and Influence (New Haven: Yale, 1966), 
pp. 221-251 ("The Dynamics of Mutual Alarm.")  The classic 
statement of "stability theory"--"war is more likely when the 
side moving first gains an advantage." 

 
C  2.  Jack S. Levy, "Declining Power and the Preventive Motivation for 

War," World Politics, Vol. 40, No. 1 (October, 1987), pp.   82-
107.  "Windows" of opportunity and vulnerability cause war; 
such "preventive" wars are common. 
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C  3.  Stephen Van Evera, "Offense, Defense, and the Causes of War," in 

Robert J. Art and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Use of Force, 5th ed. 
(Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, forthcoming).  A 
statement of "offense-defense theory," and three single-case-
study tests.  Is this the way theories should be framed and 
tested? 

 
C  4.  Robert Jervis, "Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma," World 

Politics Vol. 30, No. 2 (January 1978), pp. 167-214.  The first 
development of offense-defense theory.  The theory is now a 
centerpiece in security studies, the article is a classic.  My 
piece, "Offense, Defense," subsumes most of it but you should 
pass your eyes across it nevertheless.  Please skim pp. 167-
185, focus on pp. 186-214. 

 
BK 5.  Stephen Van Evera, "Primed for Peace: Europe After the Cold War," 

in  Lynn Jones, Cold War and After, pp. 193-203.  An 
application of offense-defense theory. 

 
C  6.  Geoffrey Blainey, The Causes of War, 3rd ed. (NY: Free Press, 

1988), chapter 3 ("Dreams and Delusions of a Coming War").  
False optimism as a cause of war.   

 
C  7.  David W. Ziegler, War, Peace and International Politics, 6th ed., 

(NY: HarperCollins, 1993), chapter 10 ("Disarmament"), pp. 183-
204.  A very basic discussion of a basic proposal--but what's 
wrong with it?  What implicit hypotheses does it rest on?  How 
could they be tested? 

 
 

Oct. 2: Hypotheses on systemic power factors, and hypotheses on national 
misperception. 

 
A.  Hypotheses on systemic power factors (i.e. theories addressing the 

gross structure of power) (162 pages): 
 

C  1.  Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics (Reading: 
Addison-Wesley, 1979), pp. 161-176 ("Structural Causes and 
Military Effects").  Pages 176-193 are also included in your 
coursenotes, but you can skim them quickly; I include them just 
to give you the whole chapter for your files. 

 
C  2.  Robert Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics (Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1981), pp. 156-185 ("Equilibrium 
and Decline") and 186-210 ("Hegemonic Change and War.")  In 
pages 156-186 Gilpin argues that dominant states are often 
overtaken by challengers; in pages 186-210 he argues that these 
power-transitions cause war. 

 
BK 3.  John Mearsheimer, "Back to the Future: Instability in Europe After 
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the Cold War," in Sean M. Lynn-Jones and Steven E. Miller, 
eds., The Cold War and After: Prospects for Peace, expanded ed. 
(MIT Press: 1993), pp. 147-155, 165-167, 176-187.  Mearsheimer 
endorses power-based explanations for war, attacks other 
explanations.  Note: you should skim the rest of the article to 
get Mearsheimer's whole drift. 

 
C  4.  Alexander Wendt, "Anarchy Is What States Make of It: The Social 

Construction of Power Politics," International Organization, 
Vol. 46, No. 2 (Spring 1992), pp. 391-425.  A prominent dissent 
from the realists assigned above. 

 
B.  Hypotheses on national misperception: hypotheses from psychology; and 

structural & societal theories of misperception. 
 

>> Hypotheses from psychology (43 pages): 
 

C  1.  Robert Jervis, "Hypotheses on Misperception," in Robert J. Art and 
Robert Jervis, eds., International Politics: Enduring Concepts 
and Contemporary Issues, 3rd ed. (NY: HarperCollins, 1992), pp. 
472-489.  A classic discussion of the delusions to which states 
are prone.  Is Jervis' list of myopias a good one?  Do they 
arise from the psychological causes he stresses, or from 
others?  How could his hypotheses be tested? 

 
C  2.  Robert Jervis, Perception and Misperception in International 

Politics (Princeton: Princeton U. Press, 1976), pp. 58-84.  
Some argue that using carrots solves conflicts while using 
sticks provokes them, others say the opposite (warning against 
appeasement).  How can this dispute be resolved?  Does Jervis 
say enough to resolve it?  Note: pages 85-113 are also included 
in your coursenotes but you can skim them quickly; I include 
them just to give you the whole chapter for your files. 

 
The existing literature on misperception from the psychology 
paradigm asks if policy makers make the cognitive errors of 
ordinary people.  Do we need work on whether some political 
systems select elites in ways that over-represent certain 
psychological disorders--e.g., narcissism, compulsive-obsessive 
disorder, megalomania, paranoia--that have effects on state 
perceptions and foreign policy behavior?  

 
>> Societal theories of misperception: militarism, nationalism, defects 

in academe and the press (27 pp.): 
 

BK 1.  Van Evera, "Primed for Peace," pp. 204-211 (on militarism and 
hyper-nationalism.) 

 
C  2.  Nicholas Kristof, "A Tojo Battles History, for Grandpa and for 

Japan," New York Times, April 22, 1999.  A current illustration 
of self-whitewashing nationalism. 
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C  3.  Hans J. Morgenthau, "The Purpose of Political Science," in James 

C. Charlesworth, ed., A Design for Political Science: Scope, 
Objectives, and Methods (Philadelphia: American Academy of 
Political and Social Science, 1966), pp. 69-74.  A snippet by 
an eminent IR theorist to raise the question of dysfunction in 
academe, & academic responsibility for national misperception. 
 Note: to keep your files complete I include the whole piece in 
your coursenotes (pp. 63-79) but you needn't bother with pp. 
63-68, 75-79.   

 
C  4.  Aaron Wildavsky, "The Self-Evaluating Organization," Public 

Administration Review, Sept./Oct. 1972, pp. 509-520.  Can a 
theory of national misperception be fashioned from the argument 
made here?  Does it shed light on learning theory? 

 
C  5.  David Pearson, "The Media and Government Deception," Propaganda 

Review, Spring 1989, pp. 6-11.  A snippet to raise the question 
of press dysfunction. 

 
C.  Systemic theories of misperception: "the system makes states fool 

each other." 
 

C  1.  James Fearon, "Rationalist Explanations for War," International 
Organization, Vol. 49, No. 3 (Summer 1995).  I include the 
whole article in your coursenotes (pp. 379-414) but please read 
only pp. 390-401 (on "war due to private information and 
incentives to misrepresent"). 

 
 

Note: no class Oct. 9 (Columbus day holiday). 
 
 

Oct. 16: Hypotheses on domestic political & social structure: democracy, 
revolution, culture, gender, democracy, social equality & social justice, 
minority rights & human rights, prosperity, economic interdependence, 
capitalism, communism, imperial decline and collapse, cultural learning, 
religion as a cause of peace and war (246 pp.): 

 
C  1.  Nils Petter Gleditsch, "Democracy and Peace," Journal of Peace 

Research, Vol. 29, No. 4 (1992), pp. 369-376.  An excellent 
short survey of the status of democratic peace theory. 

 
 OR 
 

H      Nils Petter Gleditsch, "Peace and Democracy," in Lester Kurtz, 
ed., Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict, 3 vols. 
(San Diego: Academic Press, 1999), 2:643-652.  A longer, more 
recent survey of the status of democratic peace theory.  
Obtained too late to get it into the coursenotes. 
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C  2.  Michael W. Doyle, "Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs," 

in Robert J. Art and Robert Jervis, International Politics: 
Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, 3rd ed. (NY: 
HarperCollins, 1992), pp. 56-69.  A key piece that helped re-
start discussion of democratic peace theory. 

 
C  3.  Stephen M. Walt, "Revolution and War," World Politics, Vol. 44, 

No. 3 (April 1992), pp. 321-368.  Revolutions & revolutionary 
states cause war, for a range of reasons. 

 
C  4.  Benjamin Cohen, The Question of Imperialism (NY: Basic Books, 

1973), pp. 3-72, focus on 34-49, skim the rest.   A good 
distillation of Marxist theories of imperialism, hence of war, 
since Marxists saw imperialism as the taproot of war. 

 
C  5.  Joshua S. Goldstein, International Relations (NY: HarperCollins, 

1994), pp. 282-295 ("Feminism"); and Louis Harris, "The Gender 
Gulf," New York Times, December 7, 1990, p. A35.  A good basic 
summary of feminist arguments on the causes of war, and some 
striking data supporting arguments that the genders differ 
sharply on the use of force.  (We need a systematic summary of 
evidence on this question.) 

 
C  6.  Francis Fukuyama, "Women and the Evolution of World Politics," 

Foreign Affairs, Vol. 77, No. 5 (September/October 1998), pp. 
24-40.  Men are hard-wired to be violent--so let's put them in 
charge!  Skim also Barbara Ehrenreich, Katha Pollitt, et al., 
"Fukuyama's Follies," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 78, No. 1 
(January/February 1999), pp. 118-129. 

 
BK 6.  John Mueller, "The Essential Irrelevance of Nuclear Weapons: 

Stability in the Postwar World," in Lynn-Jones, Cold War and 
After, pp. 45-69.  War has been delegitimated, much as slavery 
was before it.  Even conventional war is now a fading 
institution. 

 
BK 7.  Carl Kaysen, "Is War Obsolete?" in Lynn-Jones, Cold War and After, 

pp. 81-103.  Mueller is right for the wrong reasons.  War is 
obsolete because it has lost its utility, not because it 
horrifies anyone. 

 
C  8.  Jack S. Levy, "The Diversionary Theory of War: A Critique," in 

Manus I. Midlarsky, ed., Handbook of War Studies (Boston: Unwin 
Hyman, 1989), pp. 259-288.  An important folk theory explored 
here. 

 
C  9.  Geoffrey Blainey, The Causes of War, chapter 2 ("Paradise is a 

Bazaar"), pp. 18-32.  Do prosperity and interdependence promote 
peace? 
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C  10. Nazli Choucri and Robert C. North, "Lateral Pressure in 
International Relations: Concept and Theory," in Manus I. 
Midlarsky, ed., Handbook of War Studies (Boston: Unwin Hyman, 
1989), pp. 289-326.  A later restatement of a prominent theory 
of war.  The authors argue that economic development can raise 
the risk of war. 

 
BK 11. Van Evera, "Primed for Peace," pp. 211-218.  On social 

stratification, democracy, revolution, and capitalism. 
 

C  12. Leopold Bellak, "Why I Fear the Germans" (op-ed), New York Times, 
April 4, 1990, p. A29; and responses, NYT, May 10, 1990, p. 
A30.  Snippets to raise the question of national culture, its 
utility in explaining war. 

 
 

October 23: Hypotheses on strategic interaction; applications of theories 
of war to explain history; causes of civil war; case study method 

 
A.  Hypotheses on strategic interaction (175 pp.): 

 
BK 1.  BRobert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation (NY: Basic Books, 

1984), pp. vii-54, 73-87, 109-141.  Would the prescriptions 
offered here work if applied by foreign policymakers?  If not, 
why not? 

 
C  2.  Randolph M. Siverson and Paul F. Diehl, "Arms Races, the Conflict 

Spiral, and the Onset of War," in Manus I. Midlarsky, ed., 
Handbook of War Studies (Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1989), pp. 195-
218.  A criticism of the argument that arms races cause war. 

 
C  3.  Jack S. Levy, "Long Cycles, Hegemonic Transitions, and the Long 

Peace," in Charles W. Kegley, Jr., ed., The Long Postwar Peace: 
Contending Explanations and Predictions (New York: 
HarperCollins, 1991), pp. 147-176.  A survey of long-cycle 
literature. 

 
C  4.  Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, "The Contribution of Expected Utility 

Theory to the Study of International Conflict," in Robert I. 
Rotberg and Theodore K. Rabb, eds., The Origins and Prevention 
of Major Wars (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp. 
53-76.  A synopsis of the thought of this prominent rational-
choice theorist of war's causes. 

 
B.  Emotions and war: the role of vengeance, contempt, honor, contrition, 

apology, insult, pride. 
 

Needed: a more developed literature on this topic. 
 

C.  Religion and war. 
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H  1.  David Noel Freedman and Michael J. McClymond, "Religious 
Traditions, Violence, and Nonviolence," in Lester Kurtz, ed., 
Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict, 3 vols. (San 
Diego: Academic Press, 1999), 3:229-239.  A survey of the 
problem of religion and war.  Is more work needed on this 
topic?  Why is good work on the subject scarce? 

 
D.  Applications of theory to explain history (74 pp.): 

 
BK 1.  John Lewis Gaddis, "The Long Peace: Elements of Stability in the 

Postwar International System," in Lynn-Jones, Cold War and 
After, pp. 1-44.  A application of IR theory to explain why the 
cold war never turned hot. 

 
E.  Civil war: how common (very!)  What do we know about its causes and 

cures?  (Not much!)  (69 pp.) 
 

C  1.  Peter Wallensteen and Margaret Sollenberg, "Armed Conflict 1989-
99," Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 37, No. 5 (September 
2000), pp. 635-649.  Nearly all wars today are civil wars. 

 
C  2.  Chaim Kaufmann, "Possible and Impossible Solutions to Civil War," 

International Security, Vol. 20, No. 4 (Spring 1996), pp. 136-
175.  When are civil conflicts insoluble?  What should we do 
when they are?  Kaufmann's solution outrages many. 

 
C  3.  Radha Kumar, "The Troubled History of Partition," Foreign Affairs, 

Vol. 76, No. 1 (January/February 1997), pp. 22-34. An answer to 
Kaufmann. 

 
C  4.  Barbara F. Walter, "The Critical Barrier to Civil War Settlement," 

International Organization, Vol. 51, No. 3 (Summer 1997), pp. 
335-364.  Civil wars are harder to settle than interstate wars, 
but why?  Walter has an answer, and important prescriptions. 

 
C  5.  Michael E. Brown, "Introduction," in Michael E. Brown, ed., The 

International Dimensions of Ethnic Conflict (Cambridge: MIT 
Press, 1996), pp. 1-31.  A survey of these and other hypotheses 
on the causes of ethnic conflict. 

 
Some useful recent (spring/summer 2001) papers on civil war can also be 
found online at www.worldbank.org/research/conflict.  For the papers 
click on the four "workshops" listed on the left hand side of the first 
page under "resources." 

 
F.  The Correlates of War project: inferring theories from large-n data 

sets. 
 

H   1. J. David Singer, "Correlates of War," in Lester Kurtz, ed., 
Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict, 3 vols. (San 
Diego: Academic Press, 1999), 1:463-471.  Singer's summary of 
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his Correlates of War project.  Singer does not use the case 
method; rather, he seeks correlations in large-n data sets, 
hoping that correlation will sometimes signal causation.  How 
fruitful is this approach?  When should it be used? 

 
G.  Segue to Cases: the Case Study Method.  How Should Case Studies Be 

Performed? 
 

C  1.  Jared Diamond, "The Science of History: What We Don't Know, Why We 
Don't Know It," Washington Post, February 7, 1999, p. B3.  Can 
social science really be science?  Answer: yes. 

 
C  2.  Alexander L. George and Timothy J. McKeown, "Case Studies and 

Theories of Organizational Decision Making," in Advances in 
Information Processing in Organizations, Vol. 2 (Greenwich, 
Ct.: JAI Press, 1985), pp. 21-58.  A classic statement on the 
execution of case studies. 

 
C  3.  Arend Lijphart, "Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method," 

APSR, Vol. 65, 1971, pp. 682-693.  Another important how-to-do-
it on the case study method. 

 
BK 4.  Van Evera, Guide to Methods, chapter 2, "Case Studies"  Your 

instructor's thoughts on the topic. 
 

C  5.  Andrew Bennett, "Lost in Translation: Big (n) Misinterpretations 
of Case Study Research" (Paper presented to the annual meeting 
of the International Studies Association, Toronto, March 1997). 
 Much nonsense is believed about the case method.  Some 
intelligent mythbusting is provided here. 

 
C  6.  William J. Broad, "Crater Supports Idea on Extinction," New York 

Times, August 14, 1992.  Here's a "case" that scientists are 
trying to explain.  Are political/historical cases similar?  
Can political analysis proceed in the same way? 

 
C  7.  "The C.I.A.'s El Salvador," New York Times, December 17, 1993, p. 

A39; Les Aspin, "Witness to Iran Flight 655," New York Times, 
November 18, 1988, p. A35.  Social science starts with "facts." 
 But what "facts" can we believe?  Moral of these stories: you 
can't believe everything you read in the archives (or anywhere 
else). 

 
C  8.  David Leven, "In Texas, the Death Penalty Still Fails to Deter," 

New York Times, Sept. 19, 1993, p. E16.  Leven makes blunders 
of causal inference.  Can you spot them? 

 
C  9.  Ian Shapiro, "A Model That Pretends to Explain Everything," and 

Morris P. Fiorina, "When Stakes are High, Rationality Kicks 
In," both in New York Times, February 26, 2000, p. A15.  Should 
students of war use rational choice methods more often?  Two 
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short pieces on the great debate over rational choice. 
 

C  10. Syllabi on the case study method by professors Scott Sagan 
(Stanford), John Mearsheimer (Chicago), Andrew Bennett 
(Georgetown), John Odell (USC), Matthew Evangelista (Cornell), 
Ted Hopf (Michigan).  In the past many political science 
departments defined "methodology" to consist solely of large-n 
(statistical) methods.  While statistics was a required course 
at most schools, case study methodology often wasn't even 
taught.  This is changing, as these syllabi illustrate.  I 
include them for your general perusal and background.  No need 
to give them a talmudic reading--they are for your reference. 

 
Those curious to see more qualitative methods syllabi can find 
them on the web at www.asu.edu/clas/polisci/cqrm/syllabi.html. 
And for more on qualitative methods see 
www.asu.edu/clas/polisci/cqrm/. 

 
C  11. Syllabi on the causes of war for courses taught by Jack Levy 

(Rutgers), Christopher Gelpi (Harvard), Stephen Walt (Chicago), 
Hayward Alker (USC), Louise Hodgden (Texas/Austin), and Dale 
Copeland U. of Virginia).  How the subject is taught elsewhere, 
by a diverse range of scholars.  For your reference.  (Handy to 
have for the day when you have to design your own version of 
this course.) 

 
 
 
III.  CASE STUDIES 
 

October 30: The Seven Years war & the Korean War 
 

A.  Seven Years: 
 

C  1.  Richard Smoke, War: Controlling Escalation (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 1977) pp. 195-236 ("The Seven Years War").  A 
good historical synopsis.  What general theories of war causes 
does his account support?   

 
C  2.  Patrice Higonnet, "The Origins of the Seven Years War," Journal of 

Modern History, Vol. 40 (1968), pp. 57-90.  A striking 
revelation on the war's origins that changed historical 
understanding--200 years after the fact. 

 
B.  Korea: 

 
C  1.  Allen S. Whiting, "The U.S. China War in Korea," in Alexander L. 

George, ed., Avoiding War: Problems of Crisis Management 
(Boulder: Westview, 1991), pp. 103-125.  A synoptic account. 

 
C  2.  Thomas J. Christensen, "Threats, Assurances, and the Last Chance 
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for Peace," International Security, Vol. 17, No. 1 (Summer 
1992), pp. 122-154.  Recent revelations about what caused, and 
what might (and might not) have prevented China's entry into 
the war. 

 
 

November 6, 13: World War I 
 

BK 1.  James Joll, The Origins of the First World War, 2nd ed. (NY: 
Longman, 1992), entire (pp. 1-241).  The most widely-used 
synopsis of the outbreak of the war. 

 
C  2.  Imanuel Geiss, German Foreign Policy, 1871-1914 (Boston: Routledge 

& Kegan Paul, 1976), pp. vii-ix, 121-127, 142-150, 206-207.  
This book summarizes the views of the "Fischer School," which 
argues that German aggression was a prime cause of World War I. 
 Pages 142-150 recounts the occurrence and aftermath of the War 
Council of 8 December 1912, a centerpiece of the Fischer school 
case; pages 206-207 reprint the Fischer school's "smoking gun" 
diary entry by Admiral Müller, discovered only in the 1960s.  
But many find Fisher and Geiss unpersuasive.  How can this 
dispute be resolved? 

 
C  3.  Martin Kitchen, The German Officer Corps, 1890-1914  (Oxford: 

Clarendon, 1968), Chapters 5 and 6, pp. 96-142 ("The Army and 
the Idea of Preventive War," and "The Army and the Civilians.") 
 In Germany the army purveyed the concept of preventive war, 
the notion that war was healthy and beneficial, and other 
exotic ideas; and within Germany it became a law unto itself--a 
"state within the state," in Gordon Craig's phrase. 

 
BK 4.  Steven E. Miller et al., eds., Military Strategy and the Origins 

of the First World War, rev. ed (Princeton University Press, 
1991), pp. xi-xix, 20-133 (Snyder, Van Evera, & Sagan.)  A 
Europe-wide cult of the offensive caused World War I--or did 
it? 

 
C  5.  Walter Consuelo Langsam, "Nationalism and History in the Prussian 

Elementary Schools Under William II," in Edward Mead Earle, 
ed., Nationalism and Internationalism (NY: Columbia U. Press 
1950), pp.  241-260.  German elementary and high schools were 
channels of nationalist propaganda.   

 
C  6.  Louis L. Snyder, German Nationalism: Tragedy of a People (Port 

Washington NY: Kennikat, 1969), chapters 6 ("Historiography") 
and 10 ("Militarism").  Please read pp. 123-24, mid-139-152, 
227-243; you need only skim pp. 124-139, 243-254.  German 
historians were more a problem than a solution; German popular 
thought was militarized. 

 
For more on World War I origins see the documents collection at 
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www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi/1914.html.  And for more on the role of German 
public opinion in causing the war see specifically Wolfgang J. Mommsen, 
"Nationalism, Imperialism and Official Press Policy in Wilhelmine 
Germany 1850-1914," in Collection de l'Ecole Francaise de Rome, Opinion 
Publique et Politique Exterieure I 1870-1915 (Milano: Universita de 
Milano/Ecole Francaise de Rome, 1981), pp. 367-383. 

 
 

November 20: The Second World War in Europe 
 

BK 1.  P.M.H. Bell, The Origins of the Second World War in Europe (NY: 
Longman, 1986), pp. 39-47, 70-88, 111-295.  A good mainstream 
historical synopsis. 

 
BK 2.  Holger Herwig, "Clio Deceived: Patriotic Self-Censorship in 

Germany After the Great War," in Miller, ed., Military Strategy 
and the Origins of the First World War, pp. 262-301.  How 
Germans mis-remembered the origins and aftermath of the First 
World War. 

 
C  3.  Wolfram Wette, "From Kellogg to Hitler (1928-1933).  German Public 

Opinion Concerning the Rejection or Glorification of War," in 
Wilhelm Deist, ed., The German Military in the Age of Total War 
(Dover: Berg, 1985), pp. 71-99.  How Germans came to love war 
again so soon after the Marne and Verdun.  What explains the 
bizarre developments Wette describes? 

 
C  4.  Sheri Berman, The Social Democratic Moment: Ideas and Politics in 

the Making of Interwar Europe (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 1998): ix-x, 176-200.  Why did the Great 
Depression of the 1930s bring benign Social Democrats to power 
in Sweden while bringing the vicious and expansionist Nazis to 
power in Germany?  Clearly, the effects of depressions on 
modern industrial politics are not uniform; instead, a 
condition variable of some sort must decide these effects.  
Clearly, that condition variable must have had very different 
values in the Swedish and German cases.  Berman's study tries 
to identify that condition variable.  Does she do so 
persuasively? 

 
 

November 27: The Pacific War 
 

C  1.  Scott Sagan, "The Origins of the Pacific War," in Robert I. 
Rotberg and Theodore K. Rabb, ed., The Origins and Prevention 
of Major Wars (NY: Cambridge University Press, 1988), pp. 323-
352. 

 
BK 2.  Saburo Ienaga, The Pacific War, 1931-1945 (Pantheon, 1979) pp. 

vii-152, 247-256.  Was the Japanese decision for war a rational 
response to circumstances, or in some sense "irrational"?  
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Ienaga and Sagan disagree--who's right? 
 

C  3.  Jonathan G. Utley, Going to War With Japan 1937-1941 (Knoxville: 
U. of Tennessee Press, 1985), pp. 151-156. 

 
C  4.  Waldo Heinrichs, The Threshold of War: Franklin D. Roosevelt and 

American Entry into World War II (NY: Oxford University Press, 
1988), pp. 141-142, 177, 246-247 (note 68).  Was the crucial 
American decision to cut off oil exports to Japan taken by a 
bureaucracy out of control?  Utley and Heinrichs disagree.  How 
can this mystery be unravelled? 

 
 

December 4: The Arab-Israeli War 1967: the 1991 Persian Gulf War; the 
Peloponnesian War 

 
A.  The 1967 Arab-Israeli War: 

 
C  1.  Janice Gross Stein, "The Arab-Israeli War of 1967: Inadvertent War 

Through Miscalculated Escalation," in Alexander L. George, ed., 
Avoiding War: Problems of Crisis Management (Boulder: Westview, 
1991), pp. 126-159. 

 
B.  The Persian Gulf War 

 
C  1.  Alexander L. George, "Epilogue: The Persian Gulf Crisis, 1990-

1991," in Alexander L. George, ed., Avoiding War: Problems of 
Crisis Management (Boulder: Westview, 1991), pp. 567-576. 

 
C  2.  Norman Cigar, "Iraq's Strategic Mindset and the Gulf War: 

Blueprint for Defeat," Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 25, 
No. 1 (March 1992), pp. 1-29. 

 
C  3.  Efraim Karsh, "Reflections on the 1990-91 Gulf Conflict," Journal 

of Strategic Studies, Vol. 19, No. 3 (September 1996), pp. 303-
320. 

 
C.  The Peloponnesian War 

 
BK 1.  Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, trans. Rex Warner 

(Penguin, 1972), pp. 35-108, 118-164, 212-223, 400-429, 
483-488, 516-538.  A famous history by a great strategist that 
many later readers, across many centuries, felt evoked their 
own times and tragedies. 

 
C  2.  Donald Kagan, The Outbreak of the Peloponnesian War (Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 1969), chapter 19 ("The Causes of the 
War"), pp. 345-356.  Please focus on pp. 347-349, where Kagan 
debunks several explanations for the Peloponnesian war, and 
skim the rest.  Kagan evaluates several contending explanations 
by framing and assessing their predictions.  (His inferred 
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predictions are implicit but clear nevertheless.)  Does his 
method work? 

 
 
 
IV.  THE FUTURE OF WAR 

December 11: The Future of War: Using Theory to Predict and Prescribe; The 
Field Agenda in War Studies. 

 
BK 1.  Review again Carl Kaysen, "Is War Obsolete?" in Lynn-Jones, Cold 

War and After, pp. 81-103, assigned above.  Kaysen says past 
causes of war are already gone--but if he's right, why does war 
continue? 

 
BK 2.  Read the rest of Mearsheimer, "Back to the Future," in Lynn-Jones, 

Cold War and After, some of which was assigned above. 
 

C  3.  Frank Fukuyama, "The End of History?" in John T. Rourke, Taking 
Sides, 4th ed. (Guilford, Conn.: Dushkin, 1992), pp. 268-286.  
Fukuyama forecasts that the spread of democratic ideas will 
spread peace worldwide over the next several centuries, ending 
forever the cycle of wars that have plagued human history. 

 
C  4.  Samuel P. Huntington, "No Exit: The Errors of Endism," in John T. 

Rourke, Taking Sides, 4th ed. (Guilford, Conn.: Dushkin, 1992), 
pp. 287-295.  Huntington's pessimistic reply to Fukuyama. 

 
C  5.  Samuel P. Huntington, "The Coming Clash of Civilizations: Or, the 

West Against the Rest," New York Times, June 6, 1993, p. E19.  
Humankind will again be at its own throat, this time in a 
confrontation of great civilizations. 

 
C  6.  Ziegler, War, Peace and IR, chapter 11 ("Collective Security,") 

pp. 179-203.  Many people have offered this answer.  Why has it 
failed? 

 
C  7.  Stephen John Stedman, "Alchemy for a New World Order: Overselling 

'Preventive Diplomacy'," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 74, No. 3 
(May/June 1995), pp. 14-20.  Should peace be an American 
project?  Are we up to it?  Here argued: the U.S. should not 
attempt preventive diplomacy. 

 
C  8.  Michael Lund, "Underrating 'Preventive Diplomacy'," Foreign 

Affairs, Vol. 74, No. 4 (July/August 1995), pp. 160-163.  
Stedman is wrong, preventive diplomacy works. 

 
BK 9.  Van Evera, Guide to Methods, chapter 6 ("Professional Ethics").  

This topic has nothing in particular to do with the causes of 
war, but you should form an attitude on the issues raised here. 
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 FURTHER READING 
 
 
I.  GENERAL & THEORETICAL WORKS 
 
Bibliographies: 
 
Berenice A. Carroll, Clinton F. Fink, and Jane E. Mohraz, Peace and War: A 

Guide to Bibliographies, foreword by Michael Keresztesi (Santa Barbara: 
ABC-Clio, 1983). 

 
 
Journals: 
 
World Politics 
International Studies Quarterly 
International Security 
Journal of Peace Research 
Journal of Conflict Resolution 
Peace Studies 
Peace Research  
Peace and Change 
International Organization 
Security Studies 
Journal of Strategic Studies 
 
 
General & theoretical works: 
 
Greg Cashman, What Causes War? An Introduction to Theories of International 

Conflict (New York: Lexington Books, 1993) 
Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State, and War (New York: Columbia University 

Press, 1959) 
Robert I. Rotberg and Theodore K. Rabb, eds., The Origins and Prevention of 

Major Wars (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1989) 
Richard A. Falk and Samuel S. Kim, The War System: An Interdisciplinary 

Approach (Boulder: Westview, 1980) 
Manus I. Midlarsky, ed., Handbook of War Studies (Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1989) 
Leon Bramson and George W. Goethals, eds., War: Studies from Psychology, 

Sociology, Anthropology, rev. ed. (New York: Basic Books, 1968) 
John A. Vasquez and Marie T. Henehan, eds., The Scientific Study of Peace and 

War: A Text Reader (New York: Lexington, 1992) 
Charles W. Kegley, Jr., ed., The Long Postwar Peace: Contending Explanations 

and Predictions (New York: HarperCollins, 1991) 
Donald Kagan, On the Origins of War and the Preservation of Peace (NY: 

Doubleday, 1994) 
John Lewis Gaddis, "International Relations Theory and the End of the Cold 

War," in Lynn-Jones, Cold War and After, pp. 323-388. 
John Mueller, Quiet Cataclysm: Reflections on the Recent Transformation of 

World Politics (NY: HarperCollins, 1995) 
Seyom Brown, The Causes and Prevention of War, 2nd ed. (NY: St. Martin's 
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Press, 1994) 
Keith Nelson and Spencer C. Olin, Jr., Why War? Ideology, Theory, and History 

(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1979) 
J. David Singer and Paul F. Diehl, eds., Measuring the Correlates of War (Ann 

Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1990) 
F.H. Hinsley, Power and the Pursuit of Peace (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1967) 
Robert J. Art and Kenneth N. Waltz, eds., The Use of Force, 4th ed. (Lanham, 

MD: University Press of America, 1993) 
T.C.W. Blanning, The Origins of the French Revolutionary Wars (London: 

Longman, 1986), pp. 1-35. 
Bernard Brodie, War and Politics (New York: Macmillan, 1973), pp. 276-340. 
Herman Kahn, On Thermonuclear War, 2nd ed., Foreword by Klaus Knorr (New York: 

Free Press, 1969), pp. 226-255.   
James E. Dougherty and Robert L. Pfaltzgraff, Jr., Contending Theories of 

International Relations: A Comprehensive Survey, 3rd ed. (New York: 
HarperCollins, 1990), parts. 

Lester Kurtz, ed., Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict, 3 vols. (San 
Diego: Academic Press, 1999) 

 
 
Military policy & the causes of war: 
 
Thomas C. Schelling, Arms and Influence (New Haven: Yale, 1966) 
Thomas Schelling and Morton Halperin, Strategy and Arms Control NY: Twentieth 

Century Fund, 1961) 
Charles L. Glaser, Analyzing Strategic Nuclear Policy (Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1990) 
George H. Quester, Offense and Defense in the International System (New York: 

John Wiley & Sons, 1977) 
Sean M. Lynn-Jones, "Offense-Defense Theory and its Critics," Security 

Studies, Vol. 4, No. 4 (Summer 1995), pp. 660-694. 
Marlies Ter Borg, "Reducing Offensive Capabilities--the Attempt of 1932," 

Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 29, No. 2 (1992), pp. 145-160. 
Marion W. Boggs, Attempts to Define and Limit "Aggressive" Armament in 

Diplomacy and Strategy, University of Missouri Studies 16, No. 1 (Columbia: 
University of Missouri, 1941) 

B. H. Liddell-Hart, "Aggression and the Problem of Weapons," English Review, 
Vol. 55 (July 1932), pp. 71-78. 

Bjørn Møller, Common Security and Nonoffensive Defense: A Neorealist 
Perspective (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1992) 

Bjørn Møller and Hakan Wiberg, Non-Offensive Defense for the Twenty-First 
Century (Boulder: Westview, 1994) 

Carl Conetta, Charles Knight and Lutz Unterseher, "Toward Defensive 
Restructuring in the Middle East," Bulletin of Peace Proposals, Vol. 22, 
No. 2 (1991), pp. 115-134. 

Barry R. Posen, "Inadvertent Nuclear War?  Escalation and NATO's Northern 
Flank," International Security, Vol. 7, No. 2 (Fall 1982), pp. 28-54. 

Bjørn Møller, "Bibliography of Non-Offensive Defense," in NOD International 
Research Newsletter (Copenhagen: Centre of Peace and Conflict Research, 
University of Copenhagen, 1987), pp. 1-123.  
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Jack S. Levy, "The Offensive/Defensive Balance of Military Technology: A 
Theoretical and Historical Analysis," International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 
28, No. 2 (June 1984), pp. 219-238. 

Charles L. Glaser, "Political Consequences of Military Strategy: Expanding and 
Refining the Spiral and Deterrence Models," World Politics, Vol. 44, No. 4 
(July 1992), pp. 497-538. 

Dan Reiter, "Exploding the Powder Keg Myth: Preemptive Wars Almost Never 
Happen," International Security, Vol. 20, No. 2 (Fall 1995), pp. 5-34. 

Jack S. Levy, "Declining Power and the Preventive Motivation for War," World 
Politics, Vol. 40, No. 1 (October 1987), pp. 82-107.  Windows of 
opportunity and vulnerability as causes of war. 

 
 
The nuclear revolution & the causes of war: 
 
Robert Jervis, The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution (Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press, 1980) 
Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate 

(NY: W.W. Norton, 1995) 
Kenneth N. Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: More May Be Better, Adelphi 

Papers No. 171 (London: International Institute for Strategic Studies, 
1981) 

Bernard Brodie, ed., The Absolute Weapon (NY: Harcourt and Brace, 1946) 
 
 
Systemic theory: 
 
A.F.K. Organski and Jacek Kugler, The War Ledger (Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 1980) 
Kenneth N. Waltz, "The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory,: in Robert I. 

Rotberg and Theodore K. Rabb, eds., The Origins and Prevention of Major 
Wars (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp. 39-52. 

Robert Gilpin, "The Theory of Hegemonic War," in Robert I. Rotberg and 
Theodore K. Rabb, eds., The Origins and Prevention of Major Wars (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp. 15-38. 

H. Houweling and J. Siccama, "Power Transitions as a Cause of War," Journal of 
Conflict Resolution, Vol. 32, No. 1 (March, 1988), pp. 87-102. 

 
 
Realism vs. liberal institutionalism: 
 
Michael Joseph Smith, Realist Thought from Weber to Kissinger (Baton Rouge: 

Louisiana State University Press, 1986) 
Robert O. Keohane, ed., Neorealism and its Critics (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1986) 
John J. Mearsheimer, "The False Promise of International Institutions," 

International Security, Vol. 19, No. 3 (Winter 1994/95), pp. 5-49.   
David A. Baldwin, ed., Neorealism and Neoliberalism: The Contemporary Debate 

(NY: Columbia University Press, 1993) 
Michael E. Brown, Sean M. Lynn-Jones, and Steven E. Miller, eds., The Perils 

of Anarchy: Contemporary Realism and International Security (Cambridge: MIT 
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Press, 1995) 
 
 
Formal theory: 
 
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, The War Trap (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1981) 
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and David Lalman, War and Reason: Domestic and 

International Imperatives (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992) 
 
 
Perceptions & ideas: 
 
Robert Jervis, "War and Misperception," in Robert I. Rotberg and Theodore K. 

Rabb, eds., The Origins and Prevention of Major Wars (New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1989), pp. 101-126 

Irving L. Janis, Groupthink: Psychological Studies of Policy Decisions and 
Fiascoes, 2nd ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1982) 

Jack Snyder, Myths of Empire: Domestic Politics and International Ambition 
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1991) 

Irving L. Janis and Leon Mann, Decision Making: A Psychological Analysis of 
Conflict, Chaos, and Commitments (NY: Free Press, 1977) 

Deborah Welch Larson, Origins of Containment: A Psychological Explanation 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1985) 

Yaacov Y.I. Vertzberger, The World In Their Minds: Information Processing, 
Cognition, and Perception in Foreign Policy Decisionmaking (Stanford: 
Stanford University Press, 1990) 

Ernest R. May, "Lessons" of the Past: The Use and Misuse of History in 
American Foreign Policy (NY: Oxford University Press, 1973). 

James D. Fearon, "Rationalist Explanations for War," International 
Organization, Vol. 49, No. 3 (Summer 1995), pp. 379-414 at 390-401. 

 
 
Militarism: 
Volker R. Berghahn, Militarism: The History of an International Debate 1861-

1979 (NY: St. Martins, 1982) 
Arden Bucholz, "Militarism," in Lester Kurtz, ed., Encyclopedia of Violence, 

Peace, and Conflict, 3 vols. (San Diego: Academic Press, 1999), 2:423-433. 
James Burk, "Military Culture," in ibid., 2:447-462. 
Gregory McLauchlan, "Military-Industrial Complex, Contemporary Significance," 

in ibid., 2:475-486. 
Alfred Vagts, A History of Militarism: Civilian and Military, rev. ed. (NY: 

Free Press, 1959) 
Francis E. Rourke, Bureaucracy and Foreign Policy (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins U. 

Press, 1972), pp. 18-40. 
Alfred Vagts, Defense and Diplomacy (NY: Kings Crown, 1956), pp. 263-377, 

477-490. 
Richard Cobden, "The Three Panics," in Richard Cobden, Political Writings of 

Richard Cobden (London: 1887) 
Juergen Arthur Heise, Minimum Disclosure: How the Pentagon Manipulates the 

News (NY: W.W. Norton, 1979) 
Derek Shearer, "The Pentagon Propaganda Machine," in Leonard Rodberg and Derek 
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Shearer, eds., The Pentagon Watchers (NY: Anchor, 1970), pp. 99-142. 
Bernard Brodie, War and Politics (NY: Macmillan, 1973), pp. 479-496. 
 
See also representative writings on war and international affairs by 
military officers, e.g., Friedrich von Bernhardi, Ferdinand Foch, Giulio 
Douhet, Nathan Twining, Thomas Powers, and Curtis LeMay. 
 
 
Nationalism--general works: 
 
Louis L. Snyder, Encyclopedia of Nationalism (NY: Paragon House, 1990) 
Anthony D. Smith, Theories of Nationalism, 2nd ed. (New York: Harper & Row, 

1983). 
Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 

1983) 
Anthony D. Smith, The Ethnic Origins of Nations (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 

1986) 
E.J. Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism Since 1780 (New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1990) 
Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread 

of Nationalism, rev. ed. (London: Verso, 1991) 
Liah Greenfeld, Nationalism: Five Roads to Modernity (Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1992) 
Stephen Van Evera, "Hypotheses on Nationalism and War," International 

Security, Vol. 18, No. 4 (Spring 1994), pp. 5-39. 
Barry R. Posen, "Nationalism, the Mass Army, and Military Power," 

International Security, Vol. 18, No. 2 (Fall 1993), pp. 80-124. 
 
 
Nationalist mythmaking: 
 
Paul M. Kennedy, "The Decline of Nationalistic History in the West, 1900-

1970," Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 8, No. 1 (January 1973), pp. 
77-100. 

Boyd C. Shafer, Faces of Nationalism (NY: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1972) 
Carlton J.H. Hayes, Essays on Nationalism (NY: Macmillan, 1926) pp. 61-92 

("The Propagation of Nationalism"). 
E.H. Dance, History the Betrayer: A Study in Bias (London: Hutchinson, 1960) 
Frances Fitzgerald, America Revised: History Schoolbooks in the Twentieth 

Century (Boston: Little, Brown, 1979) 
Bernard Lewis, History: Remembered, Recovered, Invented (Princeton: Princeton 

U. Press, 1975) 
Howard Zinn, The Politics of History (Boston: Beacon, 1970), pp. 5-34, 

288-319. 
 
 
Relevant organization theory, applications of it: 
 
Morton H. Halperin, Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy (Washington, 

D.C.: Brookings, 1974), pp. 26-62; and Morton H. Halperin, "Why Bureaucrats 
Play Games", Foreign Policy No. 2 (Spring 1971) pp. 70-90.   



 
 21 

Philip Selznick, Leadership in Administration: A Sociological Interpretation 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984). 

Barry R. Posen, The Sources of Military Doctrine: Britain, France, and Germany 
Between the World Wars (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1984).   

Scott D. Sagan The Limits of Safety: Organizations, Accidents and Nuclear 
Weapons (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993) 

Jack S. Levy, "Organizational Routines and the Causes of War," International 
Studies Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 2 (June 1986), pp. 193-222. 

Graham Allison, Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis 
(Boston: Little, Brown, 1971); a condensation is Graham Allison, 
"Conceptual Models of the Cuban Missile Crisis," in G. John Ikenberry, ed., 
American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays (New York: HarperCollins, 
1989), pp. 332-378. 

 
 
Human instinct theories of war: 
 
Dougherty and Pfaltzgraff, Contending Theories of International Relations pp. 

274-288. 
Waltz, Man, the State, and War, pp. 16-79. 
Brown, Causes and Prevention of War, pp. 9-15. 
Samuel S. Kim, "The Lorenzian Theory of Aggression and Peace Research: A 

Critique," in Falk and Kim, The War System, pp. 82-115. 
Albert Somit, "Humans, Chimps, and Bonobos: The Biological Bases of 

Aggression, War, and Peacemaking," Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 34, 
No. 3 (September 1990), pp. 553-582. 

William James, "The Moral Equivalent of War," in Bramson and Goethals, War, 
pp. 21-31; William McDougall, "The Instinct of Pugnacity," in ibid, p. 33-
43; Sigmund Freud, "Why War?" in ibid, pp. 71-80; and Margaret Mead, 
"Warfare is Only an Invention, Not a Biological Necessity," in ibid, pp. 
269-274. 

 
 
Gender and war: 
 
Linda Rennie Forcey, "Feminist and Peace Perspectives on Women," in Lester 

Kurtz, ed., Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict, 3 vols. (San 
Diego: Academic Press, 1999), 2:13-20. 

Jennifer Turpin, "Women and War," in ibid., 3:801-813. 
Mark Tessler, Jodi Nachtwey, and Audra Grant, "Further Tests of the Women and 

Peace Hypothesis: Evidence from Cross-National Survey Research in the 
Middle East," International Studied Quarterly, Vol. 43, No. 3 (September 
1999), pp. 519-532. 

Marysia Zalewski and Jane Parpart, eds., The "Man" Question in International 
Relations (Boulder: Westview, 1997) 

Anne E. Hunter, ed., On Peace, War, and Gender: A Challenge to Genetic 
Explanations (New York: The Feminist Press, 1991) 

Virginia Held, "Gender as an Influence on Cultural Norms Relating to War and 
the Environment," in Arthur H. Westing, ed., Cultural Norms, War and the 
Environment (NY: Oxford University Press, 1988), pp. 44-51. 

Carol Cohn, "Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense Intellectuals," 
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(Center for Psychological Studies in the Nuclear Age, 1987), pp. 1-33. 
Sara Ruddick, Maternal Thinking: Toward a Politics of Peace (Boston: Beacon 

Press, 1995) 
 
Domestic politics & war (general): 
 
Jack S. Levy, "Domestic Politics and War," in Robert I. Rotberg and Theodore 

K. Rabb, eds., The Origins and Prevention of Major Wars (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp. 79-100. 

 
 
Democratic peace theory, dictatorial peace theory: 
 
Nils Petter Gleditsch, "Peace and Democracy," in Lester Kurtz, ed., 

Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict, 3 vols. (San Diego: Academic 
Press, 1999) 

Michael E. Brown, Sean M. Lynn-Jones and Steven E. Miller, eds., Debating the 
Democratic Peace: An International Security Reader (Cambridge: MIT Press, 
1996) 

James Lee Ray, Democracy and International Conflict: An Evaluation of the 
Democratic Peace Proposition (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 
1995) 

Bruce Russett with William Anholis, Carol R. Ember, Melvin Ember, and Zeev 
Maoz, Grasping the Democratic Peace: Principles for a Post-Cold War World 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993) 

Carol R. Ember, Melvin Ember, and Bruce Russett, "Peace Between Participatory 
Polities: A Cross-Cultural Test of the 'Democracies Rarely Fight Each 
Other' Hypothesis," World Politics, Vol. 44, No. 4 (June 1992), pp. 573-
599. 

Zeev Maoz and Bruce Russett, "Normative and Structural Causes of Democratic 
Peace, 1946-1986" American Political Science Review, Vol. 87, No. 3 
(September 1993), pp. 624-638. 

Zeev Maoz and Nasrin Abdolali, "Regime Types and International Conflict, 1816-
1976," Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 33, No. 1 (March 1989), pp. 3-
35. 

Steve Chan, "Mirror, Mirror on the Wall ... Are the Freer Countries More 
Pacific?" Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 28, No. 4 (December 1984), 
pp. 617-648 

Erich Weede, "Democracy and War Involvement," Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
Vol. 28, No. 4 (December 1984), pp. 649-664. 

Christopher Layne, "Kant or Cant: The Myth of the Democratic Peace," 
International Security, Vol. 19, No. 2 (Fall 1994), pp. 5-49. 

David E. Spiro, "The Insignificance of the Liberal Peace,"International 
Security, Vol. 19, No. 2 (Fall 1994), pp. 50-86. 

John M. Owen, "How Liberalism Produces Democratic Peace," International 
Security, Vol. 19, No. 2 (Fall 1994), pp. 87-125. 

Edward D. Mansfield and Jack Snyder, "Democratization and the Danger of War," 
International Security, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Summer 1995), pp. 5-38; also Edward 
Mansfield and Jack Snyder, "Democratization and War," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 
74, No. 3 (May/June 1995), pp. 79-97. 

Stanislav Andreski, "On the Peaceful Disposition of Military Dictatorships," 
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Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 3, No. 3 (December, 1980), pp. 3-10. 
 
 
Arms races: 
 
Cashman, What Causes War?, pp. 172-184. 
Susan G. Sample, "Arms Races and Dispute Escalation: Resolving the Debate?" 

Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 34, No. 1 (February 1997), pp. 7-22. 
Samuel P. Huntington, "Arms Races: Prerequisites and Results," in Robert J. 

Art and Kenneth N. Waltz, eds., The Use of Force, 3rd ed. (NY: University 
Press of America, 1988), pp. 637-670. 

Paul Kennedy, Strategy and Diplomacy 1870-1945 (Aylesbury: Fontana, 1984), 
chapters 5 and 6 ("Strategic Aspects of the Anglo-German Naval Race" and 
"Arms Races and the Causes of War, 1850-1945"), pp. 127-160, 163-178. 

 
Civil war, causes and means to control: 
 
Errol A. Henderson, "Civil Wars," in Lester Kurtz, ed., Encyclopedia of 

Violence, Peace, and Conflict, 3 vols. (San Diego: Academic Press, 1999), 
1:279-288. 

Errol A. Henderson, "Ethnic Conflict and Cooperation," in ibid., 1:751-764. 
Timothy D. Sisk, Power Sharing and International Mediation in Ethnic Conflicts 

(Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace, 1996) 
Joseph V. Montville, ed., Conflict and Peacemaking in Multiethnic Societies 

(NY: Lexington Books, 1991) 
Daniel L. Byman, "Rethinking Partition: Lessons from Iraq and Lebanon," 

Security Studies, Vol. 7, No. 1 (Autumn 1997), pp. 1-32. 
Radha Kumar, "The Troubled History of Partition," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 76, 

No. 1 (January/February 1997), pp. 22-34. 
 
 
Peace movements: 
 
Roger Chickering, Imperial Germany and a World Without War: The Peace Movement 

and German Society, 1892-1914 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1975) 
Martin Ceadel, The Origins of War Prevention: The British Peace Movement and 

International Relations, 1730-1845 (NY: Oxford University Press, 1996) 
 
 
Crisis management: 
 
Alexander L. George, ed., Avoiding War: Problems of Crisis Management 

(Boulder: Westview, 1991), especially Alexander L. George, "Strategies for 
Crisis Management," pp. 377-394; idem, "A Provisional Theory of Crisis 
Management," pp. 22-27; and idem, "Findings and Recommendations," pp. 545-
566. 

 
 
Negotiation and diplomacy: 
 
Roger Fisher and William Ury, Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement Without 
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