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THEORIES OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Political Science 220
Winter 2003
Professor Arthur Stein

This is a graduate introduction to international relations theory.  The course is quite demanding.  The
readings are varied; they will introduce you not only to schools of thought but also to different methodologies,
styles of research, substantive domains, etc.  At the end, you will know a lot about international relations
theory, but you will also have a good sense of what you don't know.  You will be better able to choose the
portions of the field you find appealing and the sets of skills you still need to attain in order to specialize in
those areas.  Although the course is intended as a broad introduction, there are areas that other scholars might
emphasize much more.  Because the readings focus on alternative theoretical approaches and perspectives, I
have not assigned a lot of empirical work that tries to assess relative explanatory power. 

There are different things that you may find disappointing.  There are too many readings and not
enough time adequately to discuss them all.  We will never pay enough attention to those approaches you like;
we will spend too much time on work you don't like.  Some of you will be frustrated by the fact that no one
particular approach is pushed in the course--you will want to be told where truth lies rather than be encouraged
to tolerate ambiguity and accept the hyperpluralism of the field.

Think of the following questions as you read.  What do the authors want to explain?  What explains
each  phenomenon in question?  What are the critical concepts?  How are cause and effect observed?  What
kind of research design is employed?  From what theoretical perspective does the argument originate?  With
whom are the authors engaged in debate?

This is a draft syllabus, changes may be made and you will receive updates.   The syllabus includes
supplementary material and is intended as a resource, a starting point for further inquiry.

Course requirements:  Regular attendance and participation.  I expect you to come to each class session and
to come prepared.  Your participation is essential for the course to work.  Not to prepare is to attempt
to ride free on the efforts of others.  In addition, you will be required to write two short papers.  They
must be completed before the end of the quarter.  They must not be submitted two weeks in a row; they
must be spaced at least two weeks apart (that way, you will have the benefit of comments on prior
papers).  And you must not write on the same topic more than once.  Note that the two papers entail
somewhat different tasks--roughly corresponding to the essential components of scholarship.

Paper #1:  7-10 pages
This paper should be a critical review of one or more items assigned in the course.  The critique should
deal with theoretical and analytical issues rather than minor methodological ones.  Examples: "author
A argues that X causes Y but the material in the article make a more compelling case for the reverse
causal argument"; "author A argues that X leads to Y but variable Z, which is never discussed (much
less controlled for), seems a more important causal factor"; "the concept Y is central to the arguments
made by both scholars A and B, yet they use the term in quite distinct senses with compelling
consequences for their respective arguments".  An example of a critique I do not want particularly to
see:"the author's measurement of power leaves something to be desired."



PS 220, Winter 2003, Prof. A. Stein 2

You are encouraged to write about articles we have not yet discussed in class.  DO NOT
repeat arguments made in class if you do write about an article after we have discussed it.

Paper #2:  7-10 pages
Lay out an interesting puzzle or question and sketch how one might go about solving or answering it.

Alternatively, take off from one or more pieces you have read to develop a hypothesis of your own.
This could be an elaboration, extension, or different application of another's argument.

I am prepared to accept alternative paper topics, but you must clear them with me in advance.

You should think of yourselves as apprentices learning about a field and its practices.  Although your
primary focus is on the specific arguments developed in the works you read, you should keep an eye on as much
else as possible.  In what journals does work appear?  Do different styles of work appear in different journals
(some day you will be an author thinking about what are appropriate journals to submit to)?  Who and what
is cited?  What distinguishes works you like from those that you don't?  Are there any stylistic devices you like?

Course Topics:
1. Realism
2. System Structure
3. Societal Sources of Foreign Policy
4. Institutions and Decision Making
5. Individuals and Contexts
6. Strategic Interaction
7. Situational Analysis: Evolution, History, and Social Constructivism
8-9. International Cooperation

Available for purchase at UCLA:

Krasner, Stephen D. Sovereignty: Organized Hypocrisy. Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press,
1999.

Lake, David A., and Robert Powell, eds. Strategic Choice and International Relations. Princeton, N.
J.: Princeton University Press, 1999.

Stein, Arthur A.  Why Nations Cooperate: Circumstance and Choice in International Relations.
Ithaca, New York:  Cornell University Press, 1990.
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Key international relations journals you should be aware of:
International Interactions
International Organization
International Security
International Studies Quarterly
Journal of Conflict Resolution

Journal of Peace Research
Millenium
Review of International Studies
Security Studies
World Politics

Also worthy of periodic attention:
Cooperation and Conflict
European Journal of International Relations
Geopolitics and International Boundaries
Global Society
International Affairs
International Journal

Journal of Common Market Studies
Journal of International Affairs
Journal of World-System research
Mershon International Studies Review
Review
Review of International Political Economy

More primarily policy oriented journals, include:
Adelphi Papers
Foreign Affairs
Foreign Policy
The National Interest
Orbis

Washington Quarterly
World Affairs
World Economy
World Policy Journal
The World Today

International relations articles also appear in general political science journals, which you should monitor periodically:
Administrative Science Quaterly
American Political Science Review
American Journal of Political Science
Australian Journal of Political Science
British Journal of Political Science
Canadian Journal of Political Science
Comparative Politics
Comparative Political Studies
Economics and Politics
International Political Science Review
Journal of Politics

Journal of Theoretical Politics
Negotiation Journal
Policy Sciences
Political Geography
Political Psychology
Political Research Quarterly
Political Science Quarterly
Politics and Economics
Politics and Society
Polity
Public Choice

Articles of interest to students of international relations also appear in journals in other fields including
American Economic Review
American Journal of International Law
American Journal of Sociology
American Sociological Review
Armed Forces and Society
Comparative Studies in Society and History
Diplomatic History
Daedalus
Ethnic and Racial Studies
Games and Economic Behavior
Journal of Contemporary History

Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization
Journal of Economic Perspectives
Journal of Law and Economics
Journal of Modern History
Journal of Political Economy
Journal of Interdisciplinary History
Public Opinion Quarterly
Quarterly Journal of Economics
Rationality and Society
Theory and Decision

Note that many journals you might not suspect carry international relations articles and even devote special issues to international
relations topics.  Examples include: Special issue on "Formal Analysis in International Relations," Synthese 76 (August 1988);
Special issue on "International Monetary Cooperation, Domestic Politics, and Policy Ideas," Journal of Public Policy 8 (July-
December 1988).
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Articles are now widely abstracted, but you should also know about the following sources of abstracts

Peace Research Abstracts Journal
International Political Science Abstracts

United States Political Science Documents
Jones and Singer (1972)

For an introductory guide, LaBarr and Singer (1976).

For data, consult, among others: Banks and Textor (1963), Mitchell (1975), Singer and Small (1972), Russett, Alker, Deutsch, and
Lasswell (1964), Taylor and Hudson (1972), Donelan and Grieve (1973), Naroll, Bullough, and Naroll (1974), Cioffi-
Revilla (1990).

Always be on the lookout for reviews of the literature.  Most fields have annuals that publish just review essays, see Annual Review
of Political Science, Annual Review of Anthropology, Annual Review of Psychology, and Annual Review of Sociology.
Handbooks are a good source of review essays, see Midlarsky (1989), Gurr (1980), Tetlock, Husbands, Jervis, Stern, and
Tilly (1989, 1991, 1993).  An example from one of the above, is Levy (1989).  Special issues of journals, such as the 50th

anniversary issues of International Organization and World Politics, also typically contain review essays of the field.
The American Political Science Association has also published multiple editions of The State of the Discipline which
contain review essays.

For a guide to IR on the web, see Deibert, Ronald J. 1998. Virtual resources: international relations research resources on the web.
International Organization 52, no. 1: 211(11).

There are also useful essays in encyclopedias and periodic reference volumes, for example:
International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences
The New Palgrave: a dictionary of economics, eds. John Eatwell, Murray Milgate, Peter Newman (New York: Stockton

Press, 1987).

Banks, Arthur S., and Robert B. Textor.  1963.  A
cross-polity survey.  Cambridge: M.I.T. Press.

Cioffi-Revilla, Claudio.  1990.  The scientific measurement
of international conflict: handbook of datasets on
crises and wars, 1495-1988 A. D.  Boulder: L.
Rienner.

Donelan, M. D., and M. J. Grieve.  1973.  International
Disputes: Case Histories 1945-1970.  New York:
St. Martin's Press.

Gurr, Ted Robert, ed.  1980.  Handbook of Political
Conflict: Theory and Research.  New York: The
Free Press.

Jones, Susan D., and J. David Singer.  1972.  Beyond
conjecture in international politics; abstracts of
data-based research.  Itasca, Ill.: F. E. Peacock.

LaBarr, Dorothy, and J. David Singer, eds.  1976.  The Study
of International Politics: A Guide to the Sources
for the Student, Teacher, and Researcher.  Santa
Barbara, Calif.: Clio Press, Inc. 

Levy, Jack.  1989.  The Causes of War: A Review of
Theories and Evidence.  In Behavior, Society, and
Nuclear War, vol. 1, eds. Philip Tetlock, Jo
Husbands, Robert Jervis, Paul Stern, and Charles
Tilly, 209-333.  New York: Oxford University
Press.

Midlarsky, Manus I., ed.  1989.  Handbook of War Studies.
Boston: Unwin Hyman.

Mitchell, B. R.  1975.  European Historical Statistics,
1750- 1970.  New York: Columbia University
Press.

Naroll, Raoul, Vern L. Bullough, and Frada Naroll.  1974.
Military Deterrence in History: A Pilot
Cross-Historical Survey. New York: State
University of New York Press. 

Olson, Mancur Jr.  1965.  The Logic of Collective Action:
Public Goods and the Theory of Groups.  New
York: Schocken Books.

Russett, Bruce, Hayward Alker, Karl Deutsch, and Harold
Lasswell. 1964.  World Handbook of Political and
Social Indicators.  New Haven: Yale University
Press.

Singer, J. David, and Melvin Small.  1972.  The Wages of
War 1816-1965: A Statistical Handbook.  New
York: John Wiley & Sons.

Taylor, Charles, and Michael Hudson.  1972.  World
Handbook of Political and Social Indicators.  2nd
ed.  New Haven: Yale University Press.

Tetlock, Philip, Jo Husbands, Robert Jervis, Paul Stern, and
Charles Tilly, eds.  1989.  Behavior, Society, and
Nuclear War, vol. 1.  New York: Oxford
University Press, for the National Research
Council of the National Academy of Sciences.

---, eds.  1991.  Behavior, Society, and Nuclear War, vol. 2.
New York: Oxford University Press, for the
National Research Council of the National
Academy of Sciences.

---, eds.  1993.  Behavior, Society, and International
Conflict, vol. 3.  New York: Oxford University
Press, for the National Research Council of the
National Academy of Sciences.
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The following is a list of twentieth-century classics in the field (pre-twentieth-century classics are discussed in various places later
in the syllabus).  You will be surprised at how many of them you've neither been asked to read nor have even heard of.  Some of
the more recent items may, of course, not stand the test of time and disappear from future lists of such classics.  Note that some
of the following are by economists, sociologists, and historians, not political scientists.

Allison, Graham T.  1971.  Essence of Decision: Explaining
the Cuban Missile Crisis.  Boston: Little, Brown
and Company.

Angell, Norman.  1913.  The Great Illusion: A Study of the
Relation of Military Power to National Advantage.
4th ed.  :

Aron, Raymond.  1967.  Peace and War: A theory of
International Relations.  New York: Frederick A.
Praeger.

Axelrod, Robert.  1984.  The Evolution of Cooperation.
New York: Basic Books.

Boulding, Kenneth E.  1962.  Conflict and Defense: A
General Theory.  New York: Harper & Row.

Bozeman, Adda B.  1960.  Politics and Culture in
International History.  Princeton, New Jersey:
Princeton University Press.

Bull, Hedley.  1977.  The Anarchical Society: A Study of
Order in World Politics.  New York: Columbia
University Press.

Carr, E. H.  1939.  The Twenty Years' Crisis, 1919-1939. 
Claude, Inis L. Jr.  1962.  Power and International

Relations.  New York: Random House, Inc.
Cooper, Richard N.  1968.  The Economics of

Interdependence: Economic Policy in the Atlantic
Community. 

Deutsch, Karl W., Sidney A. Burrell, Robert A. Kann,
Maurice Jr. Lee, Martin Lichterman, Raymond E.
Lindgren, Francis L. Loewenheim, and Richard W.
Van Wagenen.  1957.  Political Community and
the North Atlantic Area: International
Organization in the Light of Historical
Experience.  Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton
University Press.

Gilpin, Robert.  1975.  U.S. Power and the Multinational
Corporation: The Political Economy of Foreign
Direct Investment. New york: Basic Books, Inc.

Haas, Ernst.  1964.  Beyond the Nation State. 
Herz, John H.  1951.  Political Realism and Political

Idealism.  
---. 1959.  International Politics in the Atomic Age. 
Hinsley, F. H.  1963.  Power and the Pursuit of Peace:

Theory and Pratice in the History of Relations
between States.  New York: Cambridge University
press.

Hirschman, Albert O.  1945.  National Power and the
Structure of Foreign Trade.  Berkeley, California:
University of California Press.

Hoffmann, Stanley.  1965.  The State of War: Essays on the
Theory and Practice of International Politics.
New York: Frederick A. Praeger.

Huntington, Samuel P.  1961.  The Common Defense:
Strategic Programs In International Politics.

New York: Columbia University Press.
---.  1957.  The Soldier and the State. 
Jervis, Robert.  1976.  Perception and Misperception in

International Politics.  Princeton, New Jersey:
Princeton University Press.

---.  1989.  The Meaning of Nuclear Revolution: Statecraft
and the Prospect of Armageddon.  Ithaca, N. Y.:
Cornell University Press.

Kaplan, Morton A.  1957.  System and Process in
International Politics.  New York: John Wiley &
Sons.

Katzenstein, Peter J., ed.  1978.  Between Power and Plenty:
Foreign Economic Policies of Advanced Industrial
States.  Madison, Wisc.: University of Wisconsin
Press.

Kennan, George Frost.  1951.  American diplomacy,
1900-1950.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Kennedy, Paul M.  1989.  The rise and fall of the great
powers: economic change and military conflict
from 1500 to 2000.  New York: Vintage Books.

Keohane, Robert O., and Joseph S. Nye.  1977.  Power and
Interdependence: World Politics in Transition.
Boston: Little, Brown and Company.

Kissinger, Henry A.  1973.  A world restored: Metternich,
Castlereagh, and the problems of peace, 1812-22.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Krasner, Stephen D., ed.  1983.  International Regimes.
Ithaca, N. Y.: Cornell University Press.

Moon, Parker Thomas.  1926.  Imperialism and World
Politics.  New York: The Macmillan Company.

Morgenthau, Hans J.  1948.  Politics among nations: the
struggle for power and peace.  New York: Alfred
A. Knopf.

Olson, Mancur.  1982.  The Rise and Decline of Nations. 
Rogowski, Ronald.  1989.  Commerce and Coalitions: How

Trade Affects Domestic Political Alignments.
Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press.

Rosecrance, Richard N.  1963.  Action and Reaction in
World Politics: International Systems in
Perspective.  Boston: Little, Brown and Company.

---.  1986.  The Rise of the Trading State: Commerce and
Conquest in the Modern World.  New York: Basic
Books.

Russell, Frank M.  1936.  Theories of International
Relations.  New York: D. Appleton-Century
Company.

Schelling, Thomas C.  1960.  The Strategy of Conflict.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

Snyder, Glenn H., and Paul Diesing.  1977.  Conflict among
nations: bargaining and decision making in
international crises. Princeton, N. J.: Princeton
University Press.
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Spykman, Nicholas.  1942.  America's Strategy in World
Politics. 

Staley, Eugene.  1935.  War and the Private Investor: A
Study in the Relations of International Politics
and International Private Investment. 

Steinbruner, John D.  1974.  The Cybernetic Theory of
Decision: New Dimensions of Political Analysis.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Wallerstein, Immanuel.  1974.  The Modern World-System
I: Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the
European World- Economy in the Sixteenth

Century.  New York: Academic Press.
Waltz, Kenneth N.  1959.  Man, the State and War: A

Theoretical Analysis.  New York: Columbia
University Press.

---.  1979.  Theory of International Politics.  Menlo Park,
California: Addison-Wesley Publishing Company.

Wolfers, Arnold.  1962.  Discord and Collaboration: Essays
on International Politics.  Baltimore: The John
Hopkins Press.

Wright, Quincy.  1942.  A Study of War.  2nd ed.  Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press. 

Then there are classics that do not address, but are essential for, international relations.  This list specifically excludes diplomatic
histories which typically are essential works scholars of international politics.
 
Diamond, Jared.  1997.  Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates

of Human Societies.  New York: W. W. Norton.
Elster, Jon.  1978.  Logic and Society: Contradictions and

Possible Worlds.  New York: John Wiley & Sons.
---.  1979.  Ulysses and the Sirens: Studies in rationality and

irrationality.  Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Festinger, Leon.  1964.  Conflict, Decision, and Dissonance.
London: Tavistock Publications. 

 Hirschman, Albert O.  1970.  Exit, Voice, and Loyalty:
Responses to Decline in Firms, Organizations,
and States.  Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard

University Press.
Kelley, Harold H., and John W. Thibaut.  1978.

Interpersonal Relations: A Theory of
Interdependence.  New York: John Wiley & Sons.

Landes, David S.  1998.  The Wealth and Poverty of
Nations: Why Some are so Rich and Some so
Poor.  New York: W. W. Norton.

North, Douglass C.  1981.  Structure and change in
economic history.  New York: Norton.

Schelling, Thomas C. 1978. Micromotives and
macrobehavior. New York: Norton.

Walzer, Michael.  1977.  Just and Unjust Wars.

Selected international relations books by current UCLA faculty:

Denardo, James. 1995. The Amateur Strategist: Intuitive
Deterrence Theories and the Politics of the
Nuclear Arms Race. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Geoffrey Garrett. 1998.  Partisan Politics in the Global
Economy. Cambridge Studies in Comparative
Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Larson, Deborah Welch. 1985. Origins of Containment: a
Psychological Explanation. Princeton, N. J.:
Princeton University Press.

 ———. 1997. Anatomy of Mistrust: U.S.-Soviet Relations
During the Cold War. Ithaca, New York: Cornell
University Press.

O'Neill, Barry.  1999.  Honor, symbols, and war.  Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Pagden, Anthony. 1993. European Encounters With the New
World: From Renaissance to Romanticism. New
Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press.

———. 1995. Lords of all the World: Ideologies of Empire
in Spain, Britain and France c. 1500-c. 1800.
New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press.

———. 2000. Facing Each Other: The World's Perception
of Europe and Europe's Perception of the World.
2 vols. Burlington, Vt.: Ashgate/Variorum.

———. 2001. Peoples and Empires: A Short History of
European Migration, Exploration, and Conquest
from Greece to the Present.  New York: Modern
Library.

Rogowski, Ronald. 1989. Commerce and Coalitions: How
Trade Affects Domestic Political Alignments.
Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press.

Rosecrance, Richard N. 1963. Action and Reaction in World
Politics: International Systems in Perspective.
Boston: Little, Brown.

 ———. 1986. The Rise of the Trading State: Commerce
and Conquest in the Modern World. New York:
Basic Books.

 ———. 1999.  The Rise of the Virtual State: Wealth and
Power in the Coming Century. New York: Basic
Books.

Rosecrance, Richard N., and Arthur A. Stein, eds. 1993. The
Domestic Bases of Grand Strategy. Ithaca: Cornell
University Press.

Schultz, Kenneth A.  2001.  Democracy and coercive
diplomacy.  Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Spiegel, Steven L. 1972. Dominance and Diversity: The
International Hierarchy. Boston: Little, Brown.
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 ———. 1985. The Other Arab-Israeli Conflict: Making
America's Middle East Policy, from Truman to
Reagan. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Stein, Arthur A. 1980. The Nation at War. Baltimore,
Maryland: The Johns Hopkins University Press.

 ———. 1990. Why Nations Cooperate: Circumstance and
Choice in International Relations. Ithaca, New
York: Cornell University Press.

Trachtenberg, Marc.  1991.  History and strategy.
Princeton, N. J: Princeton University Press.

 ———.  1999.  A constructed peace: the making of the
European settlement, 1945-1963.  Princeton, N. J:
Princeton University Press.

Wilkinson, David O. 1975. Revolutionary Civil War: the
Elements of Victory and Defeat. Palo Alto, Calif.:
Page-Ficklin Publications.

 ———. 1980. Deadly Quarrels: Lewis F. Richardson and
the Statistical Study of War. Berkeley: University
of California Press.

Recent and forthcoming books that were UCLA dissertations

Mark R. Brawley (Ph.D., 1989), Liberal Leadership: Great
Powers and Their Challengers in Peace and War.
Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1993.

J. Lawrence Broz (Ph.D., 1993), The International Origins
of the Federal Reserve System.  Ithaca, New York:
Cornell University Press, 1997.

Halperin, Sandra (Ph.D., 1991),  In the mirror of the Third
World: Capitalist Development in Modern Europe.
Ithaca, N.Y: Cornell University Press, 1997.

Cynthia A. Hody (Ph.D., 1986), The Politics of Trade:
American Political Development and Foreign
Economic Policy.  Hanover: University Press of
New England, 1996.

Fred H. Lawson (Ph.D., 1982), The Social Origins of
Egyptian Expansionism During the Muhammad
'Ali Period.  New York: Columbia University
Press, 1992.

Jeffrey W. Legro (Ph.D., 1992), Cooperation Under Fire:
Anglo-German Restraint During World War II.
Cornell Studies in Security Affairs.  Ithaca, New
York: Cornell University Press, 1995.

Karen T. Litfin (Ph.D. 1992), Ozone discourses: science and
politics in global environmental cooperation.
New York: Columbia University Press, 1994.

Steven E. Lobell (Ph.D., 1997), The Challenge of
Hegemony: Grand Strategy, Trade, and Domestic
Politics.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan

Press, 2003, forthcoming.
Robert Pahre (Ph.D., 1990), Leading Questions: How

Hegemony Affects the International Political
Economy.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan
Press, 1999.

Paul A. Papayoanou (Ph.D., 1992), Power Ties: Economic
Interdependence, Balancing, and War.  Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1999.

T. V. Paul (Ph.D., 1991), Asymmetric conflicts: war
initiation by weaker powers.  Cambridge studies in
international relations.  Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1994.

Lars Skålnes (Ph.D., 1993), Politics, Markets, and Grand
Strategy: Foreign Economic Policies as Strategic
Instruments.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan
Press, 2000.

Stephen, Roland (Ph.D., 1995), Vehicle of Influence:
Building a European Car Market.  Ann Arbor:
University of Michigan Press, 2000.

Katja Weber (Ph.D., 1992), Hierarchy Amidst Anarchy:
Transaction Costs and Institutional Choice.
SUNY Series in Global Politics.  Albany: State
University of New York Press, 2000.

Kristen P. Williams (Ph.D., 1998), Despite Nationalist
Conflicts: Theory and Practice of Maintaining
World Peace.  Westport, Conn.:Praeger, 2001.

Recent articles drawn from UCLA dissertations:

Mark R. Brawley (Ph.D., 1989)
   1993 "Regime types, markets, and war: the importance

of pervasive rents in foreign policy."
Comparative Political Studies 26 (July):
178-197. 

   1995 "Political leadership and liberal economic
subsystems: the constraints of structural
assumptions." Canadian Journal of
Political Science 28 (March): 85-103.

J. Lawrence Broz (Ph.D., 1993)
   1998 “The Origins of Central Banking: Solutions to the

Free-Rider Problem.” International

Organization 52 (Spring): 231-268.
Florini, Ann (Ph.D., 1995)
   1996 "The Evolution of International Norms."

International Studies Quarterly 40
(September): 363-389.

Jeffrey W. Legro (Ph.D., 1992)
   1994 "Military culture and inadvertent escalation in

World War II." International Security 18
(Spring): 108-142.

   1996 "Culture and Preferences in the International
Cooperation Two-Step." American
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Political Science Review 90 (March):
118-137.

Steven E. Lobell (Ph.D., 1997)
   2001 “The Hegemon’s Paradox: Britain’s Choice of

Cooperation or Punishment prior to
World War I.” Review of International
Studies 27 (April): 169-186.

   2000 “The Grand Strategy of Hegemonic Decline:
Dilemmas of Strategy and Finance.”
Security Studies 10 (Autumn): 92-119.

   1999 “Second Image Reversed Politics: Britain’s
Choice of Freer Trade or Imperial
Preferences, 1903-1906, 1917-1923,
1930-1932.” International Studies
Quarterly 43 (December): 671-694.

Pahre, Robert  (Ph.D., 1990)
   1998 “Reactions and reciprocity: tariffs and trade

liberalizations from 1815 to 1914.
Journal of Conflict Resolution 42:467-

Paul A. Papayoanou (Ph.D., 1992)
   1996 "Interdependence, Institutions, and the Balance of

Power:  Britain, Germany, and World
War I."  International Security 20
(Spring): 42-76. 

   1997 "Economic Interdependence and the Balance of
Power," International Studies Quarterly
41: 113-140. 

Cheryl Schonhardt-Bailey (Ph.D., 1991)
   1991 "Lessons in lobbying for free trade in 19th-century

Britain: to concentrate or not," American
Political Science Review 85 (March):

37-58.
   1991 "Specific factors, capital markets, portfolio

diversification, and free trade: domestic
determinants of the repeal of the Corn
Laws," World Politics 43 (July): 545-
569.

Lars Skålnes (Ph.D., 1993)
   1998 Grand Strategy and Foreign Economic Policy:

British Grand Strategy in the 1930s.
World Politics 50: 582-616.

Etel Solingen (Ph.D., 1987)
   1993 "Macropolitical consensus and lateral autonomy in

industrial policy: the nuclear sector in
Brazil and Argentina," International
Organization 47 (Spring): 263-298.

   1993 "Between markets and the state: scientists in
comparative perspective," Comparative
Politics 26 (October): 31-51. 

   1994 "The political economy of nuclear restraint,"
International Security 19 (Fall):
126-169. 

Katja Weber (Ph.D., 1992)
   1997 "Hierarchy Amidst Anarchy: A Transaction Costs

Approach to International Security
Cooperation."  International Studies
Quarterly 41: 321-340.  

Fred Wehling (Ph.D., 1992)
   1993 "Three scenarios for Russia's Middle East policy,"

Communist and Post-Communist Studies
26 (June): 182-204. 

Recent UCLA PhDs in international relations:

Juliann Allison (Ph.D., 1995), (SUNY, Binghamton),
University of California, Riverside

Mark R. Brawley (Ph.D., 1989), McGill University
Lawrence Broz (Ph.D., 1993), (Harvard University), New

York University
Rupen Cetinyan (Ph.D., 1998), (University of Pittsburgh)
Kerry Chase (Ph.D., 1998), Tufts University
Martha Cottam (Ph.D., 1983)
Judith Goldstein (Ph.D., 1983), Stanford University
Sandra Halperin (Ph.D., 1991), (University of Pittsburgh),

Sussex University
Mary Hampton (Ph.D., 1993), University of Utah
Cynthia Hody (Ph.D., 1986), University of Maryland,

Baltimore County
Shale Horowitz (Ph.D., 1996), University of Wisconsin,

Milwaukee
Neil Joeck (Ph.D., 1986), Lawrence Livermore Laboratory
Alan Kessler (Ph.D., 1999), University of Texas, Austin
Fred Lawson (Ph.D., 1982), Mills College
Jeffrey W. Legro (Ph.D., 1992), (University of Minnesota),

University of Virginia
Karen T. Litfin (Ph.D. 1992), University of Washington

Steven Lobell (Ph.D., 1997), University of Northern Iowa
Jeannette Money (Ph.D., 1991), (LSU), University of

California, Davis
Robert Pahre (Ph.D., 1990), (University of Rochester,

University of Michigan), University of Illinois
Paul Papayoanou (Ph.D., 1992), (University of California,

San Diego)
T. V. Paul (Ph.D., 1991), McGill University
Brian Potter (Ph.D., 1997) Tulane University
Cheryl Schonhardt-Bailey (Ph.D., 1991), London School of

Economics
Lars Skålnes (Ph.D., 1993), University of Oregon
Etel Soligen (Ph.D., 1987), University of California, Irvine
Cherie Steele (Ph.D., 1995), (University of Vermont)
Roland Stephen (Ph.D., 1995), North Carolina State

University
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Background: Theory and Methodology in International Relations and the History of the Study of
International Relations 

The field of international relations tends to be quite self-conscious about the nature of theory and science and thus many
international relations courses begin with a session on theory.  We won’t, but the kinds of questions you should be able
to answer, include: What is a theory?  How do we select cases for study?  What is selection bias?  Does all theorizing
imply counterfactuals?  What is the role of counterfactuals and thought experiments in the development of science?
What constitutes a systemic or structural argument?  Is reductionism inherently bad?  Is there a level of analysis
problem in international relations?  

The field also has a history.  Is the field driven by changing historical events and contexts or is it theory- or method-
driven?

Some references:

George, Alexander L.  1979.  Case Studies and Theory Development.  In Diplomacy: New Approaches in
History, Theory, and Policy.  ed. Paul Gordon Lauren, 43-68.  New York: Free Press.  Especially pp.
54-68.  This article is invariably cited as justification by anyone doing cases studies in international
relations.

Singer, J. David.  1961.  The Level-of-Analysis Problem in International Relations.  World Politics 14: 77-92.
Reprinted in The International System, ed. Klaus Knorr and Sidney Verba, pp. 77-92.

Achen, Christopher H., and Duncan Snidal.  1989.  Rational Deterrence Theory and Comparative Case
Studies.  World Politics 41: 143-69.  This essay is followed by ones by George and Smoke (1989),
Jervis (1989), Lebow and Stein (1989), and Downs (1989).  A discussion of selection bias in
international relations.

Fearon, James D.  1991.  Counterfactuals and hypothesis testing in political science.  World Politics 43:
169-195.

McKeown, Timothy J.  1999.  Case studies and the statistical worldview: review of King, Keohane, and
Verba's Designing Social Inquiry: scientific inference in qualitative research.  International
Organization 53: 161-

Holsti, K. J. 1998. Scholarship In An Era Of Anxiety: The Study Of International Politics During The Cold
War. Review Of International Studies 24, Special Issue (December): 17-46. 
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1.  REALISM

What is meant by anarchy?  What does it imply?  What are realism and neorealism?  What are offensive and
defensive realism?  What is assumed?  What is explained?  What is not being explained?  Are they explanatory
theories or normative injunctions?  What is the role of intention?  What constitutes change?  What kind of
empirical work can be done to assess these arguments (i.e., what is the research program)?  Does economics
provide an appropriate analogue for these theories?  What do they say about the economy?  Is realism a theory
of war, peace, or both?  Are some arguments specific to security and others to foreign economic policy?  

Waltz, Kenneth N.  1986.  “Political Structures” and “Anarchic Orders and Balances of
Power.”  In Neorealism and its critics. Ed. Robert O. Keohane.  New York:
Columbia University Press, pp. 70-130.

Halliday, Fred, Justin Rosenberg, and Ken Waltz.  1998.  "Interview With Ken Waltz."
Review of International Studies 24, July: 371-86.

Wagner, R. Harrison. 1994. Peace, war, and the balance of power. American Political
Science Review 88, September: 593-607.

Stein, Arthur A. 1990. Why Nations Cooperate: Circumstance and Choice in International
Relations. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, pp. 3-24.

Rose, Gideon.  1998.  "Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy." World Politics
51, October: 144-172.

Brooks, Stephen G. 1997. Dueling realisms. International Organization 51, Summer: 445-
477.

Jervis, Robert.  1999.  "Realism, Neoliberalism, and Cooperation." International Security 24,
Summer: 42-.

2.  SYSTEM STRUCTURE

What is a system?  What is a systems theory?  Cannot a systems theory also be a theory of foreign policy?  Are
there alternative ways to characterize international systems or structures than by their balances of power?
Compare hegemonic and balance of power arguments.  How can scholars characterize the same historical
period as both hegemonic and bipolar? What is the difference between assuming an anarchic international
system and an international society?  What does the anarchy assumption entail?  What is the liberal alternative?

Jervis, Robert. 1979. Systems Theories and Diplomatic History. In Diplomacy: New
Approaches in History, Theory, and Policy, ed. Paul Gordon Lauren, 212-44. New
York: Free Press.

Spruyt, Hendrik. 1994. Institutional selection in international relations: state anarchy as order.
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International Organization 48, Autumn: 527-57.

Organski, A. F. K. 1968. The Power Transition.  In World Politics.  2nd ed.  New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, pp. 338-76.   skim

Snidal, Duncan. 1985. Limits of Hegemonic Stability Theory. International Organization 39,
Autumn: 579-614.

Keohane, Robert O., and Joseph S. Nye. 1977. Power and Interdependence: World Politics
in Transition. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, pp. 3-37.

Buzan, Barry, David Held, and Anthony McGrew.  1998.  "Realism vs Cosmopolitanism: A
Debate." Review of International Studies 24, July 1998: 387-98.

Buzan, Barry.  1993.  From international system to international society: structural realism
and regime theory meet the English school. International Organization 47, Summer:
327-52.

Wendt, Alexander.  1992.  Anarchy is what states make of it: the social construction of state
politics. International Organization 46, Spring: 391-425.

Healy, Brian, and Arthur Stein.  1973.  The Balance of Power in International History.
Journal of Conflict Resolution 17, March: 33-62.

North, Douglass, and Robert Thomas.  1970.  An Economic Theory of the Growth of the
Western World. Economic History Review 2nd series, 23: 1-17.

3. SOCIETAL SOURCES OF FOREIGN POLICY

These articles focus on society and its impact on foreign policy.  How is society characterized?  Is it a whole
or composed of pieces?  Along what lines is society divided?  What are the societal factors emphasized in the
articles?  What are the roots of the interests of different subdivisions?  Whose interests does policy reflect when
society is divided?  What are the links between society and the state?  Where is government in these models?
Are studies of societal sources the sound of one hand clapping (i.e., do they ignore the inter-state component
of foreign policy and international relations)?  Do these articles provide comparable explanation of security
and foreign economic policy?  Can all the factors discussed be applied in both domains?  Are domestic sources
more important in one domain than another?  Why?

Kurth, James R. 1979. The Political Consequences of the Product Cycle: Industrial Policy
and Political Outcomes. International Organization 33, Winter: 1-34.

Katzenstein, Peter. 1977. Conclusion: Domestic Structures and Strategies of Foreign
Economic Policy. International Organization 31, Autumn: 879-920.
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Gordon, Michael. 1974. Domestic Conflict and the Origins of the First World War. Journal
of Modern History 46, June: 191-226.

Goldstein, Judith. 1986. The Political Economy of Trade: Institutions of Protection. American
Political Science Review 80, March: 161-84.

Doyle, Michael W. 1986. Liberalism and World Politics. American Political Science Review
80, December: 1151-69.

Gowa, Joanne. 1995. Democratic states and international disputes. International
Organization 49, Summer: 511-22.

Fearon, James D. 1994. Domestic political audiences and the escalation of international
disputes. American Political Science Review 88,  September: 577-92.

Schultz, Kenneth A.  1999.  Do Democratic Institutions Constrain or Inform? Contrasting
Two Institutional Perspectives on Democracy and War.  International Organization
53: 233-66.

Gowa, Joanne. 1998. Politics at the water's edge: Parties, voters, and the use of force abroad.
International Organization 52: 307-324.

Frieden, Jeffry A. 1994. International investment and colonial control: a new interpretation.
International Organization 48, Autumn: 559-93.

Frieden, Jeffry A. 1991. Invested interests: the politics of national economic policies in a
world of global finance. International Organization 45, Autumn: 425-51.

Bates, Robert H., Philip Brock, and Jill Tienfenthaler. 1991. Risk and trade regimes: another
exploration. International Organization 45, Winter: 1-18.

Fordham, Benjamin. 1998. The politics of threat perception and the use of force: a political
economy model of U.S. Uses of force, 1949-1994. International Studies Quarterly
42, 3: 567-590.

Farrell, Theo.  1998.  Culture and Military Power. Review of International Studies 24, July:
407-16.

Owen, John M., IV.  2002.  The foreign imposition of domestic institutions.  International
Organization 56, no. 2 (Spring): 375-409.
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4. INSTITUTIONS AND DECISION MAKING

If we explain foreign policy by use of decision making models, what is the basis for distinguishing international
relations as a subfield (i.e., what makes foreign policy different than other policy domains)?  Is foreign policy
a different issue area? Why?  Don't all domestic policies have foreign consequences?  Is there a decision making
theory?  Is process a description or an explanation?  What are the works contrasting process with?  Why the
need to focus on process rather than purpose?  What does it mean for outcomes to be dependent upon process
or to be determined by process?  Why is the state being disaggregated?  Does disaggregating the state require
the shift to a decision making approach?  Does disaggregating the state require abandoning the rational actor
model?  Are process arguments about imperfect information or decentralization?  What are the relevant actors?
Is there a theory of institutions?

George, Alexander.  1969.  The 'Operational Code': A Neglected Approach to the Study of
Political Leaders and Decision-Making.  International Studies Quarterly 13: 190-
222.

Lowi, Theodore J. 19xx. Making Democracy Safe for the World: National Politics and
Foreign Policy. In Domestic Sources of Foreign Policy, ed. James N. Rosenau, 295-
331.  Reprinted in The End of Liberalism (New York: W. W. Norton, 1969, 1979).

Lindblom, Charles.  1959.  The Science of Muddling Through.  Public Administration
Review 19: 79-88.

Allison, Graham T.  1969.  Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis.  American
Political Science Review 63: 689-718.

Art, Robert J.  1973.  Bureaucratic Politics and American Foreign Policy: A Critique.  Policy
Sciences 4: 467-90.

Bendor, Jonathan, and Thomas H. Hammond.  1992.  Rethinking Allison's models.  American
Political Science Review 86: 301-22.

Legro, Jeffrey W.  1996.  Culture and Preferences in the International Cooperation Two-step.
American Political Science Review 90: 118-37. 

Thorson, Stuart J., and Donald A. Sylvan.  1982.  Counterfactuals and the Cuban Missile
Crisis.  International Studies Quarterly 26: 539-71.

Lamborn, Alan C.  1985.  Risk and Foreign Policy Choice.  International Studies Quarterly
29: 385-410.

Putnam, Robert D.  1988.  Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level
Games.  International Organization 42: 427-60.

Rogowski, Ronald.  1999.  Institutions as Constraints on Strategic Choice.  In Strategic Choice and
International Relations, ed. David A. Lake, and Robert Powell, 115-36.  Princeton, N. J.:
Princeton University Press.
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Martin, Lisa L., and Beth Simmons.  1998.  Theories and Empirical Studies of International
Institutions.  International Organization 52: 729-57.

5. INDIVIDUALS AND CONTEXTS 

Why are psychological studies self-falsifying (cf., economic arguments self-fulfilling)?  Are these arguments
universal or contextual?  Does context act as a trigger?  What is the role of beliefs?  Are they driven by motives
or not?  Do contexts or actors define situations?  Is the appropriate level of analysis the individual or the group?
What is the basis for deciding?  How do scholars demonstrate the explanatory utility of an individual level
approach?  Are crises inherent in a situation?  Can you tell what is or is not a crisis?  Is more information
always better?  Must our explanations of individual behavior conform to individuals' understanding of their
situation, and to their explanations for their choices?  What does the problem of cyclical majorities imply for
the way we should go about explaining international politics (does it demand a unitary actor model)?

Frieden, Jeffry A.  1999.  Actors and Preferences in International Relations.  in Strategic Choice and
International Relations,  ed. David A. Lake, and Robert Powell, 39-76.  Princeton, N. J.:
Princeton University Press.

Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce.  1981.  The War Trap.  New Haven: Yale University Press, pp. 11-18.

Walker, Stephen G.  1983.  The Motivational Foundations of Political Belief Systems: A Re-Analysis
of the Operational Code Construct.  International Studies Quarterly 27: 179-201.

Friedlander, Saul, and Raymond Cohen.  1975.  The Personality Correlates of Belligerence in
International Conflict.  Comparative Politics 7: 155-86.

Etheridge, Lloyd.  1978.  Personality Effects on American Foreign Policy, 1898-1968: A Test of
Interpersonal Generalization Theory.  American Political Science Review 72: 434-51.

Larson, Deborah Welch.  1985.  Origins of Containment: A Psychological Explanation.  Princeton,
N. J.: Princeton University Press, pp. 24-65.

Hermann, Charles F. 1969. International Crisis as a Situational Variable. In International Politics
and Foreign Policy, 2nd ed., ed. James N. Rosenau, 409-21. New York: Free Press. 

Holsti, Ole R. 1979. Theories of Crisis Decision Making. In Diplomacy: New Approaches in History,
Theory, and Policy, ed. Paul Gordon Lauren, 99-136. New York: Free Press.

Stein, Arthur A.  1990.  Why Nations Cooperate: Circumstance and Choice in International
Relations.  Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, ch. 3, pp. 55-86.

Snyder, Jack L.  1978.  Rationality at the Brink: The Role of Cognitive Processes in Failures of
Deterrence.  World Politics 30: 345-65.

Kanwisher, Nancy.  1989.  Cognitive Heuristics and American Security Policy.  Journal of Conflict
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Resolution 33: 652-75.

Quattrone, George A., and Amos Tversky.  1988.  Contrasting Rational and Psychological Analyses
of Political Choice.  American Political Science Review 82: 719-36.

Yee, Albert S.  1996.  The causal effects of ideas on policies.  International Organization 50: 69-108.

6. STRATEGIC INTERACTION

Lake, David A., and Robert Powell.  1999.  International Relations: A Strategic-Choice Approach.
In Strategic Choice and International Relations, ed. David A. Lake, and Robert Powell, 3-
38.  Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press.

Morrow, James D.  1999.  The Strategic Setting of Choices: Signaling, Commitment, and Negotiation
in International Politics.  In Strategic Choice and International Relations, ed. David A. Lake,
and Robert Powell, 77-114.  Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press.

Jervis, Robert.  1976.  Perception and Misperception in International Politics.  Princeton, New
Jersey: Princeton University Press, pp. 58-111.

Jervis, Robert.  1979.  Deterrence Theory Revisited.  World Politics 31: 289-324.

Van Evera, Stephen.  1998.  Offense, defense, and the causes of war.  International Security
22: 5-43.

Jervis, Robert.  1988.  Realism, Game Theory, and Cooperation.  World Politics 40: 317-49.

Stein, Arthur A.  1990.  Why Nations Cooperate: Circumstance and Choice in International
Relations.  Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press,  chaps. 4, 5, pp. 87-150.

Fearon, James D.  1995.  Rationalist explanations for war.  International Organization 49: 379-414.

Fearon, James D.  1998.  Bargaining, Enforcement, and International Cooperation.  International
Organization 52: 269-305.

Stein, Arthur A.  1990.  Why Nations Cooperate: Circumstance and Choice in International
Relations.  Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, chap. 7, pp. 172-210.

Stein, Arthur A. 1999.  The Limits of Strategic Choice: Constrained Rationality and Incomplete
Explanation.  In Strategic Choice and International Relations, ed. David A. Lake, and
Robert Powell, 197-228.  Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press.
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7.  SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS: EVOLUTION, HISTORY, AND SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIVISM

Krasner, Stephen D.  1999.  Sovereignty: Organized Hypocrisy. Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University
Press, pp. 3-238.

Ruggie, John Gerard.  1998.  What Makes the World Hang Together? Neo-Utilitarianism and
the Social Constructivist Challenge.  International Organization 52: 855-85.

Finnemore, Martha, and Kathryn Sikkink.  1998.  International Norm Dynamics and Political
Change.  International Organization 52: 887-917.

March, James G., and Olsen Johan P.  1998.  The Institutional Dynamics of International
Political Orders.  International Organization 52: 943-69.

Kahler, Miles.  1999.  Evolution, Choice, and International Change.  In Strategic Choice and
International Relations, ed. David A. Lake, and Robert Powell, 165-96.  Princeton,
N. J.: Princeton University Press.

8. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION I: Structural Cooperation

Walt, Stephen M.  1985.  Alliance Formation and the Balance of Power.  International Security 9: 3-
43.

Snyder, Glenn H.  1984.  The Security Dilemma in Alliance Politics.  World Politics 36: 461-95.

Olson, Mancur, Jr., and Richard Zeckhauser.  1966.  An Economic Theory of Alliances.  The Review
of Economics and Statistics 48: 266-79.  Reprinted in Economic Theories of International
Politics, ed. Bruce M. Russett, and in Alliance in International Politics, ed. Julian R.
Friedman, Christopher Bladen, and Steven Rosen.

Morrow, James D.  1994.  Modeling the forms of international cooperation: distribution versus
information.  International Organization 48: 387-423.

Axelrod, Robert.  1981.  The Emergence of Cooperation among Egoists.  American Political Science
Review 75: 306-18.

Young, O. R. 1976. Rationality, coalition formation, and international relations. In Rationality and
Social Sciences, ed. S. I. Benn, and G. W. Mortimore, 223-45. London: Routledge and Kegan
Paul.

Cooper, Richard N.  1972.  Economic Interdependence and Foreign Policy in the Seventies.  World
Politics 24: 159-81.
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Stein, Arthur A. 1993. Governments, Economic Interdependence, and International Cooperation. In
Behavior, Society, and International Conflict, ed. Philip Tetlock, Jo Husbands, Robert Jervis,
Paul Stern, and Charles Tilly, 241-324. New York: Oxford University Press, for the National
Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences.

Conybeare, John A. C.  1980.  International Organization and the Theory of Property Rights.
International Organization 34: 307-34.

9. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION II: Institutions and Domestic Politics

Huntington, Samuel P.  1973.  Transnational Organizations in World Politics.  World Politics 25:
333-68.

Stein, Arthur A.  1990.  Why Nations Cooperate: Circumstance and Choice in International
Relations.  Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, chaps. 2, pp. 25-54.

Ruggie, John Gerard.  1972.  Collective Goods and Future International Collaboration.  American
Political Science Review 66: 874-93.

Ruggie, John Gerard .  1992.  Multilateralism: the anatomy of an institution.  International
Organization 46: 561-98.  Skim

Garrett, Geoffrey.  1992.  International cooperation and institutional choice: the European
Community's internal market.  International Organization 46: 533-60. skim

Sandholtz, Wayne.  1993.  Choosing union: monetary politics and Maastricht.  International
Organization 47: 1-39.  skim

Abbott, Kenneth W, Robert O. Keohane, Andrew Moravcsik, Anne-Marie Slaughter, and Duncan
Snidal.  2000.  The Concept of Legalization.  International Organization 54: 401-.

Gallarotti, Giulio M.  1991.  The limits of international organization: systematic failure in the
management of international relations.  International Organization 45: 183-220.

Mearsheimer, John J.  1994.  The false promise of international institutions.  International Security
19 (Winter): 5-49. 

Cowhey, Peter F.  1993.  Domestic institutions and the credibility of international commitments: Japan
and the United States.  International Organization 47: 299-326.  skim

Eichengreen, Barry. 1998. Dental Hygience and Nuclear War: How International Relations Looks
from Economics. International Organization 52: 993-1012.


