The Arab- (Jewish/) Israel Conflict, 1939- Present
Dr. David Tal, Fall 2006

Secm 20776 (RP 700.004), W 03:45-06:15 pm, Eggers 151

August 30: Orientation and Introduction

September 6: Orientalism: How Should we Approach the Middle East?
Discussion in Class.
Fred Halliday, "Orientalism" and its Critics,” British Journal of Middle Eastern
Sudies 1993 20(2): 145-163 (E-Journals).
James Clifford, "Review Essay: Edward Said's," Orientalism History and Theory
1980 19(2): 204-223 (E-Journals).
Andrew J. Rotter, "Saidism Without Said: Orientalism and U.S. Diplomatic
History," American Historical Review 2000 105(4): 1205-1217(E-Journals).

Reading:
Martin Kramer, Ivory Towers on Sand (The Washington Institute for Near East
Policy, 2001), pp. 1.-130.
Edward Said, Orientalism (New Y ork: Vintage Books, 1979), pp. 1- 28, 255-328.
Ziauddin Sardar, Orientalism (Buckingham, 1999), pp. 13-76 (DS12 .S28)

September 13: Historiographical Approachesto the Arab- Israeli Conflict

Discussion in Class:

lan J. Bickerton and Carla L. Klausner, A concise history of the Arab-lsradli
conflict (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2005) (Fourth Edition), pp. 1-12
(Introduction), 352-360 (Conclusion) (DS119.7 .B49).

T. G Fraser, The Arab-Israeli conflict (Palgrave, 2004) (Second Edition), pp. 1-21
(Introduction) (DS119.7 .F725).

Calvin Goldscheider, Cultures in conflict: the Arab-Israeli conflict (Westport:
Greenwood Press, 2002), pp. xi-xiv, 3-57, 195-198 (For Purchase).

Ann M. Lesch, Origins and development of the Arab-Israeli conflict (Westport:
Greenwood Press, 1998), pp. 3-11, 108-115 (For Purchase).



Benny Morris, Righteous Victims: a History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-
2001 (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1999), pp. 37-66, 652-669 (DS119.7
.M657).

Reading:

Neil Caplan, "Zionism and the Arabs: Another Look at the 'New' Historiography,”
Journal of Contemporary History, Volume 36, Number 2 (April 1, 2001), pp.
345-360.

Kenneth W. Stein "A Historiographic Review of Literature on the Origins of the
Arab-Israeli Conflict,” The American Historical Review, Vol 96 number 5
(December 1991), pp. 1450-1465.

September 20: The Emergence of the Jewish-Arab Conflict
Discussion in Class:
Water Laqueur and Barry Rubin (edts.) The Israel- Arab Reader (New York,

1985) pp. 12- 42 (DS119.7 .18256):
The Sykes- Picot Agreement.
The MacMahon Letter
The Balfour Declaration
The Feisal — Weizmann agreement and Feisal — Frnakfurter Letters

Recommendation of the King- Crane Commission

Memorandum Presented to the King- Crane Commission by the Genera
Syrian Congress.

The British Mandate

David Ben Gurion, My Talks with Arab Leaders (New York: The Third Press,
1973), pp. 14-62, 121-7.

September 27: NO CLASS

(Date will be decided) War in Palestine, 1948: the Historiographical Debate

Discussion in Class:




Jose Brunner, "Pride and Memory: Nationalism, Narcissism and the Historians
Debates in Germany and Isragl,” History and Memory, Vol.9, No. 1/2; (Fall
1997), pg. 256.

Efraim Karsh, Fabricating Israeli History: the '‘New Historians (London: Frank
Cass, 1997), pp. 11-36, 43-51.

Benny Morris, "Refabricating 1948: Article Review of Efraim Karsh, Fabricating
Israeli History: The "New Historians," Journal of Palestine Sudies, Vol. 27,
No. 2. (Winter, 1998), pp. 81-95 (E-Journas).

Benny Morris, "Israel: The New Historiography." Tikkun. Nov.-Dec., 1988

Derek Jonathan Pendar, "Innovation and Revisionism in Israeli Historiography,”
History and Memory, Vol. 7, No. 1, (June 30, 1995), p. 125

Avi Shlaim, "The Debate about 1948," International Journal of Middle East
Sudies, Vol. 27, No. 3. (Aug., 1995), pp. 287-304.

Reading:

David Ta, War in Palestine, 1948: Srategy and Diplomacy, Routledge: London
and New Y ork, 2004.

October 4: War in Palestine, 1948: Myths and Facts

Discussion in Class:

Plan Dalet.
Chaim Herzog, The Arab-lsraeli wars. war and peace in the Middle East

(London: Greenhill Books, 2004), pp. 17- 24 (Confrontation in Palestine: Israeli
forces and dispositions & Arab forces & Dispositions), pp. 46- 48 (The mandate
ends), 68- 74 (the Southern front) (DS119.2 .HA47)

Amitzur Ilan, The origin of the Arab-Israeli arms race: arms, embargo, military
power and decision in the 1948 Palestine war, (Houndmills, Basingstoke,
Hampshire: Macmillan in association with St. Antony's College, Oxford,
1996), pp. 218-244.

Netanel Lorch, Israel War of Independence, 1947-9 (Harford: Harmoer House
Inc., 1968) (Second Edition), pp. 162- 166 (Preparation for Invasion), 203-4
(Arab Legion Front up to First Truce), 230-252 (Egyptian front up to the first
truce- up to Nitzanim falls).


http://proquest.umi.com/pqdlink?RQT=572&VType=PQD&VName=PQD&VInst=PROD&pmid=45587&pcid=12219451&SrchMode=3
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdlink?RQT=572&VType=PQD&VName=PQD&VInst=PROD&pmid=45587&pcid=12219451&SrchMode=3

Fred Khouri, The Arab-lsraeli dilemma (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press,
1985), pp. 68-101 (DS119.7 .K48).

David Tal, "The 1948 War in Palestine Historiography: The Missing Dimension,"
Journal of Israeli History, Vol. 24, no. 2, autumn 2005, pp. 183-202.

Reading:
Tal, War in Palestine, 1948.

October 11: In the 1948 War Aftermath: The Missed Peace?

Discussion in Class:

FRUS

Yoav Gelber, Israeli — Jordanian Dialogue, 1948-1953 (Brighton: Sussex Academic
Press, 2004), pp. 129- 221.

Reading
Avi Shlaim, The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World (New Y ork: W.W. Norton,
1999) pp. 54-94.

October 18: The Road to the Sinai War
Discussion in Class:
Moshe Dayan, The Sory of My Life (New York: William Morrow & Co., Inc.,
1976) pp. 171-184.
Benny Morris, Israel's Border Wars, 1949-1956 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997),
pp. 426-445.
David Tal, "Israel's Way to the 1956 War." The International Journal of Middle
East Sudies, 28 (1996), pp. 59-81.
------------- , “lsragl’s Armistice Wars, 1949-1956,” in Mordecha Bar On (Editor),
A Never-ending Conflict: A Guide to Israeli Military History (Praeger
Publishers: Westpoint, 2004), pp. 69-86.

Reading
Shlaim, The Iron Wall, pp. 143- 185.



October 25: The Road to the Six Days War
Discussion in Class:
Nasser's Speech at UAR Advanced Air HQ, May 25, 1967, Laqueur and Rubin,
The Israel- Arab Reader, pp. 169-174.
Nasser's Speech to Arab Trade Unionists, May 26, 1967, Ibid, pp. 175-9.
Hassanain Haykal: An Armed Clash with Israel Is Inevitable- Why?, Al Ahram,
May 26, 1967, Ibid, pp. 179-185.
Nasser's Speech to the National Assembly Members, May 29, 1967, 1bid, pp. 185-
0.
Abba Eban's Speech at the Special Assembly of the United Nations, June 19,
1967, ibid, pp. 207-29.
Muhammad Abd al-Ghani Jamasi, The October war: memoirs of Field Marshal

El-Gamasy of Egypt (Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 1993),
pp. 10-50 (DS128.19.E3 E4313).

David Tal, “Paving the Road to War: Isragli Diplomacy and the 1967 Crisis,” in
Abraham Ben-Zvi and Aharon Klieman (eds.), Global Politics, London: Frank
Cass, 2001, pp. 201-218.

Reading
Michael Oren, Sx Days of War: June 1967 and the Making of the Modern Middle
East, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002 (DS127 .0O74 2002).

October 29: The Six Days War - the International Dimension
Discussion in Class.
Isabella Ginor, "The Cold War's Longest Cover- Up: How and Why the USSR
Instigated the 1967 War," MERIA, Vol. 7, No. 3 (September 2003), pp. 34- 59
http://www.ciaonet.org/olj/meria/meriad3 _gii01.pdf

Judith Klinghoffer, Vietnam, Jews, and the Middle East: unintended consequences
(New York: St. Martin's Press, 1999), (E183.8.17 K56)

November 1: In the Aftermath of the 1967 War - the Making of Resolution 242
Discussion in Class.
U.N. Security Council Resolution 242, November 22, 1967.



http://www.ciaonet.org/olj/meria/meria03_gii01.pdf

Foreign Relations of the United Sates (FRUS), 1964-1968, Volume XIX, Arab-
Israeli Crisis and War, 1967 @
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/johnsonlb/xix/ (go to: UN Security Council
Resolution 242 October 3-November 22, 1967)

November 8: From War to Peace Agreement: | srael and Egypt
Discussion in Class.

The Khartoum Resolutions; September 1, 1967.

Mordechal Gazit, "Egypt and Israel- Was There a Peace Opportunity Missed in
1971?" Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 32, No. 1 (January 1997), pp.
97-115.

Y oram Meital, "The Khartoum Conference and the Egyptian Policy after the 1967
War: Reexamination,” The Middle East Journal, Vol. 54 No. 1 (Winter 2000),
pp. 64- 82.

War:

Jamasi, The October war, pp. 128-139, 159-168, 185-191.

Charles S Liebman, "The Myth of Defeat: The Memory of the Y om Kippur War
in Israeli Society," Middle Eastern Sudies 29:3 (1993), pp. 399-418.

Anwar e Sadat, In Search of Identity (New York: Harper & Row, Publishers,
1978), 232-270, Appendix Il & 111 (DT107.828 .S23 A33).

Henry Kissinger, Years of upheaval (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1982), pp.
459-467 (E840.8.K58 A38).

Peace:
Kissinger, Years of upheaval, pp. 747-853.
Sadat, In Search of Identity, pp. 271-313.
Kenneth W. Stein, Heroic Diplomacy: Sadat, Kissinger, Carter, Begin and the
Quest for Arab-Israeli Peace Routledge, 1999, (DS119.7 .S6749)

November 15: From the Oslo Accordsto the Second I ntifada:
1. The Oslo Accords

Documents:


http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/frus/johnsonlb/xix/

Bill Clinton, My Life (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004), pp. 911-916.

Dennis Ross, The Missing Peace: The Inside Sory Of The Fight for Middle East
Peace (New York : Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004), pp. 88-136.

Yoram Meital, Peace in Tatters (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2006), pp. 31-51.

2. From Camp David to the Intifada:
Documents:
Ross, The Missing Peace, pp. 549-758.
Meital, Peacein Tatters, pp. 53-91.

December 6: Does Peace Possible?
Avraham Sela, "Palitics, Identity and Peacemaking: The Arab Discourse on Peace
with Israel inthe 1990s,” Israel SudiesVal. 10, No. 2 (2005): 15-71.

Please Note:
My office hours are: Wednesday, 06:00-07:00 pm at the 402 MacNaughton Hall
College of Law

My office phone number is 315-443-6655.
My email addressis: dtal @maxwell.syr.edu

Feel free to call or email (or just bump into me in the corridors) whenever you fedl |
can help.


mailto:dtal@emory.edu

