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FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1952-1954, VOLUME V

on NATO Nuclear Strategy" 1 presented to him jointly by the Secre-
taries of State and Defense at the meeting at 12: 30 on 3 November
1954.2 He has also indicated broad agreement with the concept and
major points of the proposed Military Committee Report relating to
the "new approach" as outlined by General Collins at that meeting.

2. During the meeting of November 3, the President indicated his
readiness to consult with Congressional leaders on this matter at an
early date, and indicated further that he will expect specific recom-
mendations as to such consultation to be made to him by the Depart-
ment of State in consultation with Defense.

3. With respect to concern expressed by Admiral Radford lest the
impression be gained erroneously that the U.S. might assume the entire
effort required to bring forces into position to accomplish the new
concept, the President has indicated that he interprets the statements
relating to U.S. support, through military assistance, of "agreed
NATO plans to accomplish the new concept" to refer instead to a
reorienting of present and future U.S. iilitary assistance in such man-
ner as to assure that this assistance is geared into and contributes
toward the development of forces prepared for integrated action gen-
erally as called for in these studies.

A. J. GOODPASTER

Colonel, CE, US Army
Staff Secretary

'Dated Nov. 2, p. 529.
2 See Merchant's memorandum of conversation, Nov. 3, supra.

740.5/5611

Memorandum by the Presidential Staff Secretary (Goodpaster) to
the President

TOP SECRET [WASHINGTONJ November 16, 1954.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

1. State and Defense suggest that, in tomorrow's meeting with the
Congressional leaders,' you open the discussion on endorsement of
NA TO nuclear strategy by making these points:

a. Necessity and desirability of basing NATO military plans and
preparations on the concept that an effective atomic capability is indis-
pensable to a maximum deterrent and essential to defense in Western
Europe. General Gruenther developed the basic NATO study through
eight months' work; State and Defense have worked out proposed U.S.
action on it during the past four months.

b. First element of proposed action is to secure NATO-wide ap-
proval of the concept of the capability to use A-weapons as a major

I A record of Eisenhower's meeting on Nov. 17 with 19 Congressmen is in the
Eisenhower Library, White House Office, Staff Secretary records.
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NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION

element of military operations in event of hostilities. For this purpose,
the U.S. should be prepared, if required subject to constitutional limi-
tations, to give assurances that A-weapons would be available in the
hands of U.S. forces for such operations.

c. Second element is to reorient the pattern of NATO military forces
toward the new type of operations. To this end, the U.S. should be pre-
pared to give assurances, if required, that present and future U.S.
military assistance will be geared into and make an appropriate con-
tribution toward the development of forces prepared for integrated
action generally as called for in the NATO studies. It would be under-
stood, of course, that Congress retains its full power to act upon pro-
posals for military aid programs.

A. J. GOODPASTER

Colonel, CE, U.S. Army

740.5/11-2054

Memorandum of Conver8ation, by the Assistant Secretary of State for
European Affairs (Merchant)

TOP SECRET WASHINGTON, November 20, 1954.

Subject: NATO "New Approach"

Participants: Premier Mendes-France'
Ambassador Bonnet
The Secretary
Mr. Merchant

The French Premier referred to the "new approach" studies of
NATO and said that they had been discussed at length in the French
National Defense Council which had agreed to the proposals as put
forward by General Gruenther and the Standing Group. He said,
however, that the subject matter was too serious to be left exclusively
in military hands. Political decisions of the highest level would be
required in an emergency. He then referred to an arrangement during
the war whereby all great military questions were decided personally
between President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill. He felt
that similar arrangements, but including France, should be established
to deal with questions of this nature in the event of war or its im-
minent threat. In other words, what was needed was a high level polit-
ical Standing Group. He went on to say that he was not making a
formal proposal at the moment but wanted to notify us that we would
be receiving a proposal in the near future along these lines.

There was then some discussion of the NATO alert system and its

1Mendcs-France was in Washington between Nov. 17-20 primarily for dis-

cussions with officials of the United States and United Kingdom on Vietnam.
Further documentation on the Mend~s-France visit is presented in volume vi and
in vol. xiii, Part 2, pp. 2264 ff.
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