BERMUDA. {Dictated 12/6/53).

The British disner (December 5, 1953) was attended oznly by
Sir Winston, Eden, bu.lle: and myself, The conversation revolved

arpund several subjects:
| {a)l use of atomic bomb in Korea in the event hostilities are
initiated by the Redn; |
{b) the advisability of my delivering the proposed talk before

the UN on the afterncon of December eighth;
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{d) possible visit by the Cueen Mother to the United States in the
of 1954, This was mentioned privately to me by Anthony Eden, and

did not come up while the four of us were talking together.
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in any war, that the Soviets might likewise abatain,

QOur thicking, on the cther hand, has come ‘a long ways past this kind of con~
jecture and hope. Specifically we have come to the conclusion that the atom
bomb hag to be treated just as another weapon in the arsenzl, More important
than this, we are certain in our own tninds that the Soviets wili ao whatever they

calculate their own best interests dictate. If they refrain from using the atom

bomb, it will be for one reason only ~- because they believe that their position

would be relatively worse in atom warfare than if thia type of warfare were

not employed.

This i2 one point in which there seems to be no divergence of opinion whatspever
between Eden and Sir Winston. I told them that quite naturally in the event

of war, we would always hold up enough to establish the fact before the world
that the other was clearly the aggressor, but I also gave my conviction that
anyone who held up too long in the use of his assets in atomic eapons might
suddenly find himself subjected to such wide-sﬁread and dev.altating attack

that retaliation wouid be next to impoasible,
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The devastating effect to be expected from an all-out surprise offensive featuring

the atom bomb, is something that must be regarded with the gravest concern by

countries such as ours -- which themselves $will pever initiate the war.,
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Mr, Churckill had still not read the text of the draft we furnished to
him the day we got here, but he has promised that by elemen o'clock today
we would get from word as to his idea about the talk, So far as I am concerned

this is not particularly annoying, because ] am of two minds on the thing myself.
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I told Anthony that we would at the Whie House be preparéd to entertain |
the Queen Mother overnight or longer if she wanted to stay, and would
do anything necessary to make her visit to Washington as comfortable
as possible,
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