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lbg-’ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTORM

MEETING IN THE CABINET ROOM
FRIDAY, MAY 11, 1962 .. 4:30 PM

Present: The President, Ambassador Alphand
M. Malraux, M. Lebel, Mr. Bundy

Aiter pleasantries, about M. Malraux's visit to the National

Gallery, the President asked M. Malraux. if he would like to state

the general views of his government on major problems.
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1he President interjected thgjt as he*-u.nd‘ rstooad 1t; the French
' SO

™~ .

thought that the British should choose between the Commonwealth
or the Common Market, A sharp chcice here would make things

difficult for Prime Minister Macmillan, vwho had to contend with his

Labor oppositicn, The United States itself had urged thzt those

-
¢

applying tor riembership in the Commor Market should pav the fnl?

entrance fee, but the questicro in his own mind was woether in fact
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General de Gaulle did not fear and oppose British entry into the

Common Market.

in these matters, and that this was exactly what troubled him.

The United States favored B_riﬁsh _ent;r:yii}té.fﬁé:;:(]om;mon Market

not ac a matter of simple U. S. interests ¢ 7dndeed British entry

would be against the economic interest of the United States and was

desirzable only on the larger political ground of holding the (Germans as

art of Western Xurcpe.,

The President said




that it was difficult to force 2 man to choose between an old wife

and a new mistress, to which Alphand remarked that except for a
short period one might keep both, while Malraux contén{ed that to
arrange one’s affairs with both might involve boring troubles, The
President repeated his view that the Common Market would be helpful
1in tying the British in, but said that perhaps in the French view

this additional attraction was no longer needed -~ perhaps the French

believed that the Germans were already safely attached. He
repeated again that 1f the United States could support the entry of the

United Kingdom at 2 time when it was losing gold on the balance of

a ents, it was a fair question why the French should be sco reluctant,
payin Y |

The President continued that our feeling was that General de Gaulle
apparently preferred a Zur ope without Great Britain and independent

of the Urited States ~- a powerfual force which France would speak for,
This view brings France and thé United States into conilict, We have ielt
that the defense of Europe.was essential to the Unitcd States, A

Eurcpe beyond our influence -~ yst counting on us =~ in which we should
have to pear the burden of defense without the power to 8ffect events --
would not be desirable, General de Gaulle should make no wnistake:

s
Americans wouwld be gicd tc get out of Eurcpe. Just beicre the E

President tock office, President Eisenhower had recomrmmendead to him 'i‘."f:




- cut of 2/3rds in the number of U. S. divisions in Eurcpe --
although of course the nuclear guarantee was to be maintained, The
President instead hac built up American strength,. He wondered
whether General de Gaulle's fundamental attitude was based on his
experience with Americans in World War II, and he repeated that

*

Americans would be happy to leave Europe if that was what the

Europeans wanted.,
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The Presidernt interjected that such a third force would be neutralist.

*‘nb"f‘ea-cfs |

We were concernedJ apout whether there was fo be 2 wholly
A

&5 - b = ¥

separate, independent icxrce unrelated tc Amezicarn responsioility

and interest,
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The President said that we have no sense of grandeur, and no tradition

oif leadership among the nations, Our tradition is fundamentally

isolationist. Yet since world War II, we have carried heavy

burdens. In cur internaticnal balance of payments we have lost

$12 billion, and the drain on our gold continues. We have engaged
., 1In & heavy milii';ary buildup, and we h.ave supported developmeht

of the Common Markets When there was trouble in Berlin last year,

the burden came on us, We have called up 160, 0CC men while

France brought in two new divisions, and now France was re'ducing

the period of miliitary service, We find it difficult to under=-

stand the apparent determination of General de Gaulle to cut 2cross

our poliicies i1n Kurcpe, If it is desired that we should cease to

carry the load in kurope, nothing could be better from our point

0f view -~ 'it has now cost us about $1, 300, 0C0, C0C to maintain

our forces in Europe and the savings on these forces would just

about meet our balance of payments deficit,

T ne-President salQ tnat he and ali ¢of the leading members of his




Adenauer. Yet there seems to be a conscious French effort

to eliminate us from the affairs of Europe, -After Yienna, the
President had increased the defense expenditure by $5 billicon

and unbalanced his budget., Yet on a whole series of matters --
Ccngo, NATO, and Berlin itself =~ the French were pursuing an
opposite policy, Apparently there was a fear that the U,S. wished
to dominate Europe, Yet such an idea was wholly wrong, As for
the atomic difficulty, that camé because on every other matter

there was trouble, The reason seems tc be 2 basic French

drive to be wholly independent of the Anglo-Saxons, The President

is not an Anglo-Saxon but he would be glad to take the U.S. out of

Furope if that was whzat the Xuropeans wanted,.

M, Malraux remarked that he did not think that de Gaullels
feelings toward either England or the U,S, were cderived essentially
irom his experiences in World War II, The President replied

that he had read General de Gaulle®s books.




The President replied that the Americans also were committed

+o the defense of the West, "The line of defense for ali of us was

Germany. How could each country defend its elf merely by 1its

q
o, A

own means within i*s own borders? We must defend our 1nterests

-

er at the place where defense is necessary,’
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The President said he had beer speaking of the defense of Europe.
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The President said that our policy is very simple: it is to sustain and

to assist countries which wish to be independent. This effort

-— -

wa8 going on alt over the world and it placed a great strain on the

resources of the United States. We would like to kave the help and

support of our friends in Europe in this work, But the President

repeated that he did not see how this work couid go forward 1, in

fact, General de Gaulle's dream was that of independence from the

1N
United States and Great Britain in a Eurppe/which France was the

leader. The President repeated that if this were to be the policy
of the Xuropean conﬁnent, the _United States would like nothing;better |
thzn to leave Europe. .M. Malraux said the President might be

right about the dream of de Gaulle™, but that a dream is not the same

thirg as what one dozs in reality,  He asked, speaking not 28 a

Cabinet Member but as a historian, whetkher the Urited States could

in fact leave Europe., The President replied that we had done it

twice and that to stay there even now was very expensive, We were

s w* &

tkere now because of our obvious responsibilities, but some Europeans

seem to regard our presence in a more sinister light, as a Kind of

’ -
-—_——_-_“_---- 1

mowarranted interference in their internal affairs., /.--——-—--—_-—--f

frmm e
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The President replied that certainly the Russian threat is the

reason that we stay. He then reviewed his own personal experience
since becoming President. We had made 2 tremendous effort after
Vienna and the President believed it was these military efforts

whichhad led Khrushchev to veer away from the showdown which

had loomed in Berlin at the end of the year. . Yet General de Gaulle
seemed to say it was his determination which had produced the results.
The President did not enjoy making these great miliary eiforts.

The United States; was carrying a very :arge load, and in partficular

he found it very hafd to understand this latent, almost female,

hostility which appeared in Ge.rma.ny and France, and an apparént

. sentiment that we might not be reliable in keeping tc our engagements.




The President asked why these French requirements made it neces-

sary to oppose NATO and to oppose the diplomatic probes, What

was the reason that we always wound up in such sharp disagreement?
The President believed that given the dangers and the ke avy responsi-

bilities which the United States faced in Berlin, we must make an effort

to talk.

Such talks might not work, but whaought to find out. The

President did not find an overwhelming determination in other members

of the alliance, He had asked the Chancellor how many divisions

he would have in the first fighting in Germany;, and the Chancellor

prezerred to talk about a naval blockade. Now we read in the papei’s'

v

of a Franco-German axis.

e
{

If there was to be such an axis, the

President would be glad te let it try to handle the Berlin affair

ihe Président repeated that we do not understand the posture of France.

l
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The President

opposed*probgs, andthls -dp_ip'q_s_igi_qn had spread t> Bonn.

So we wind up
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with the alliance in disarray. The feeling in Bonn and Paris

appears to be that the United States is not standing firm, and the

President is getting tired of it.

The President thought it was much more than that. The French
position had indeed been regarded as opposition. If the U. S.

were not carrying the lcad, then the President could understand a

policy cof every man for himself. But he knewx irom General Clay's

cables that whenever there was troﬁble the call went cut for the

U. S. Yet he could get no cooperation from General de Gaulle. Back
in Dec.ember.he had telephoned agslkdng for 2 change of a few words in
a communmaque -~ with n; result,  The oniy reason the President
cogld-ﬁnd was "tpat sOmewhere deep down inside, General de Gau]le

does not want the Americans in Europe -~ perhape, the President

again suggested, as a result of his experiences in World War 11,




President replied that all the difficulties in communication were due to
him and not to Ambas sador Alphand, who, he was sure, hac com-
municated the President's feelings very accurately. The President
reminded M. Malraux that his wife is deeply Francophile, and that

he himself had a grea\ respect for General de Gaulle; De Gaulle

had done two great things: first, he had achieved the Franco-German

_répprochernent; second he had handled the French withdrawal from

the colonies in such a fashion that it was a victory for France.  He
thought that General de Gaulle was right 80% of the time, but hé did
wish that de Gaulle might 'say that we were right 20% of the ti;'ne.
Alphand sai;1 with a. smile that pea:*h.aps the proportions were reverséd.
;I‘d make his basic point n';}.ore sharply, the President said tﬁat we feel
like a man carrying a 200-pound sack of potatces, and other people-
not c*;é.frying a si;nilar 19ad. at least in potatces, keep telling ﬁshbw
to carry our burden. if others would carry their share, tne

President could under_s_tand 1t. But we had done most of the work

and now we were carrying most of the burden of criticisin. The

President was not going-fo do both.
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what others will do, we get a poor answer.

military etfort and we must make no diplomatic probe.

~ot to speak for others, but only for ourselves. Yet the others
do not make a corresponding effort. ' In these circumstances,

should we continue ?
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‘The President agreed, saying that his whole object was to ifind

out what the central difficulty was in our relations with Franc;g.
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