History 202: The Origins of the First World War

Spring 2000

Trachtenberg

Assignment No. 4: The "Cult of the Offensive"

Readings:  Nos. 24 and 25 (Jervis and Van Evera articles).

Paper:  Your paper should deal with the following questions:  What is the "security dilemma"?  How does the "security dilemma" theory relate to the "inadvertent war" theory?  What do military technology and military doctrine have to do with the "security dilemma"?  What is Van Evera trying to do in his article?  What is his basic argument and how does it relate to the "security dilemma" theory?  Go through all the cases where he sees the "cult of the offensive" at work.  How strong is his argument in each of these cases?  What then is your overall assessment of his argument, and indeed of the theory implicit in the Jervis piece?
