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Assignment No. 3: The Rigidity of Military Plans

Readings: 16 through 23 (Posen, Lebow, Brodie, Howard, Brodie-Schelling correspondence, Craig, Goerlitz and Tuchman--only 34 pages), and in the second bulkpack, read pp. 171-178 in vol. 3 of Albertini.  This is not a massive amount of reading, so please read it carefully. The Albertini material should be read as a convenient source of evidence, and not for the interpretation the author gives.

Paper:  On the basis of the above readings, please write a 5-7 page paper dealing with the following issues (but you do not have to deal with these questions in precisely this order):  What exactly do the authors you read claim about the rigidity of military plans?  To what extent do they claim that their rigidity was a cause of the war?  Are these specific arguments supported by the evidence?  Is there any reason to believe that less rigid plans would have led to a more peaceful outcome?

How is the argument about the link between the nature of military planning and the coming of the war related to claims about the relations between the political and the military authorities?  Who, in the final analysis, were allegedly making the ultimate decisions, the soldiers or the politicians?  What specific evidence--and especially what story from the crisis--is given to support claims about the relative importance of political as opposed to military considerations during the crisis?  Do they get this story straight?  What you should try to do is show how the different specific arguments all add up to a conclusion.

