The Origins of the First World War 

1. The First World War and International Relations Theory

2. Great Power Politics, 1871-1914:  A Logic to the Story?
(a) the Bismarckian system, 1971-1890

(b) Great power politics after 1890

(1) The Franco-Russian alliance (19893/94)

(2) The Anglo-French Entente (1904)

(3) The Triple Entente (1907)

(c) Russia in the driver’s seat

(d) The Central Powers react

3. A War of Aggression?  Or was the System at Fault? Or what?
