







Political Science 138A









Winter 2010
International Politics, 1815-1918

This is the first half of a two-quarter survey of international politics in modern times.  The course this quarter deals with the classic period of European great power politics, the period that began with the peace settlement at the end of the Napoleonic wars and ended a century later, with the allies’ victory in the First World War.  

The basic approach is historical, but the goal is not just to understand the history for its own sake. We’ll also be particularly interested in what the story tells us about the sorts of issues political scientists—and above all international relations theorists—are concerned with. 

There will be a midterm exam on February 1.  In that exam you will be asked questions about the readings—that is, about what is distinctive about the argument of a given book or article or document—and you will also be tested on your command of the basic factual material covered both in the lectures and in the readings. You will not be expected to memorize all kinds of obscure facts, but you are expected to have a decent command of the basic material covered in the course.  

The final exam will have two parts.  Part I will be given in class on Friday, March 12.  It will have much the same format as the midterm.  It will cover the whole course, but greater emphasis will be put on the material covered in the second part of the course.  Part II of the final will be a take-home essay.  The question will be handed out in class on March 12 when Part I is given, and the essay will be due in my office the following Wednesday (March 17).  The question will be based on the line of argument developed by the international relations theorist Kenneth Waltz in the essay you’ll be reading the first week of the quarter.  Your goal will be to see whether the claims he makes there are borne out by what you’ve learned about international politics this quarter.  
The lectures are a central part of the course, and you really have to attend them if you’re up to it at all.  If, however, you have flu-like symptoms, please don’t come!  Given the H1N1 problem, this might be a real concern this quarter.  As a back-up, I’ll try to have audios of the lectures available on Bruincast, although sometimes there’s a problem with the microphone and occasionally lectures won’t get recorded.  Also, if you come down with the flu on one of the exam days, please don’t drag yourself in and infect other people.  We can always arrange for the exam to be rescheduled.  And you won’t need a note from the Ashe Center or anything.  Your word will be good enough for our purposes in this class.  Just stay in bed and take care of yourself.  
One book have been ordered for the course and should be available at the UCLA bookstore:            Norman Rich, Great Power Diplomacy, 1814-1914.  (Another book I had earlier ordered, A.J.P. Taylor’s biography of Bismarck, is now out of print, but the sections we’re interested in will be included in the coursepack.)  All the other required readings are also in the coursepack, which you can get at the Westwood Copy Center on Gayley.  The recommended readings are available on the course website.  The maps and tables referred to in the Schedule of Readings are available on the following website: http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/polisci/faculty/trachtenberg/courses/Maps%20and%20Tables.html
Office hours are on Wednesday, from 11 to 1, 3258 Bunche Hall.  
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND CLASS CALENDAR

WEEK OF:

January 4: 
Kenneth Waltz, “Origins of War in Neorealist Theory” (1988);  Rich, Great Power Diplomacy, chapters 1-5; Castlereagh to Rose (British ambassador to Prussia), December 28, 1815; Castlereagh State Paper of May 5, 1920; and maps 2, 3 and 11 and tables 2, 3 and 4.  Recommended:  Lewis Namier, “Basic Factors in Nineteenth Century European History,” in his book Vanished Supremacies (in Powell), and Paul Kennedy, “The First World War and the International Power System,” International Security (1984).
January 11:
Rich, Great Power Diplomacy, chapters 6-8, 11; A.J.P. Taylor, Bismarck: The Man and the Statesman, pp. 53-122; Gordon Craig, Germany, 1866-1945, pp. 11-27; Otto Pflanze, Bismarck and the Development of Germany, vol. 1, pp. 446-469; S. William Halperin, “The Origins of the Franco-Prussian War Revisited:  Bismarck and the Hohenzollern Candidature for the Spanish Throne” (1973).  Recommended: Wetzel-Becker exchange, Central European History (2004, 2008).
January 18:
Sontag, European Diplomacy History, pp. 3-26; [Lord Salisbury], "The Terms of Peace" (published in 1870); Taylor, Bismarck, 123-193; Rich, Great Power Diplomacy, pp. 218-227.


Note: No class on Monday, January 18. Martin Luther King holiday.
January 25:
Sontag, European Diplomacy History, pp. 29-55; Taylor, Bismarck, pp. 194-230; Rich, Great Power Diplomacy, pp. 227-250. 

February 1:
Midterm Exam on February 1 (covering period up to fall of Bismarck in 1890).  For rest of week:  David Landes, “Some Notes on the Nature of Economic Imperialism” (1961).

February 8:
Sontag, European Diplomacy History, pp. 59-111.
February 15:
Sontag, European Diplomacy History, pp. 111-182; "Memorandum by Mr Eyre Crowe."  


Note:  No class on Monday, February 15, Presidents’ Day holiday.
February 22:
Sontag, European Diplomacy History, pp. 182-205.  Fritz Fischer, War of Illusions, chapter 22;  Fritz Fischer, Germany’s Aims in the First World War, chapter 2; three documents from Geiss, July 1914; Trachtenberg, “The Coming of the First World War: A Reassessment”; Thomas Schelling, Arms and Influence, pp. 221-232.

March 1:
George Kennan, American Diplomacy, chapter 4; Bernard Brodie, Strategy in the Missile Age, chapter 2.
March 8:
No special reading for this week, but review what you’ve read for the course so far.  Part I of the final exam will be given in class on March 12; the take-home part of the exam will be due at 5 p.m. (in my office) on March 17.  
