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SUBJECTs Identicul Letters from the President to the Secoretaries of
State and Defense, on ths U.S., Position with Respect to the
. Defense of Eurcpe and the Nature of the Contribution by
Germany to this Defense, (SM 2012-50)

SUMMARY s

1. The President has forwarded a lettsr to Mr. Johnson asking for
recommendations with repgard to eight specific questions on the above sub~
Jeot. The President desires Mr. Johnson's recommendations by 1 September
in order that Mr. Acheson may discuss this subject at the Foreign Ministers
meetings beginning 12 September and, following that, at the North Atlantic
Counoil meeting. G=3 recommends that you note the answers to the questions
below und that they be used by you as a basis for discussion at the JCS
meeting this date.

OBJECTIVES:

2o a, The subject paper is of equal interest to each of the three
Services,

bo The objective of the subject paper is to develop a govern-
mental position with regard to strengthening the defense of Europe and
the nature of the contribution by Germeay to this defense.

DISCUSSION s

3. The President has forwarded a letter to Mr. Johnson requesting
his recommendations ccncerning eight specific questions on the above sub-
Ject. The President requested kr. Johnson's recommendations prior to
1 September, in order that Mr. Acheson will be in a position to discuss
this subject during the Foreign Ministers meetings beginning 12 September
and, following thet, at the North Atlantic Counecil meetings.

4. The questions 1listad_in the President's letter are apparently
based upon the State Departmeut propossl for the establishment of a Euro-
pean defenss force (Annex to Appendix "A™ to JCS 2124/13). You will re-
call that the JSPC is now preparing comments and recommendations on the
State Department proposal as a matter of priority and that the JSSC has
recommended & revision of JCS 2124/11 ("Rearmament of V.estern Germany™),
in the light of the State Department proposal. G-3 has listed below
general answers to the queations posed by the President, for use as &
basis for discussion on this subject. However, it is believed that the
final JCS response to the President's questions should be deferred until
completion of the JSPC study on this subject. Upon receipt of the JSPC
study, G-3 will make further detailed recommendations to you on this sub-~
Jecto

b. G=3 oonsiders that the following tentative responses to the
President's questions are appropriate for the JCS discussion on this sub-
Ject today: :

Question 1. Are we prepared td commit additional U.S. forces

£0 thae defance of Iiwrana ?
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Questlon 2, Ars we prepared to support, and in what manner, the
concept of a kuropean Jolense force, including German participation on
other than a nationul basig?

Answer, GU=0 girongly recommends Cermen participation in the de-~
fenge of Zurcne. Hdowsver, G=3 considers that the State Department concept
of a unified CTuropsan dulsnse Lorce of international character is most un-
realistic. §-3 c¢onzidsrs that the omly practicable method to provide for
the defunse of wurcps is to sirengthen the existing North Atlantic Treaty
Organization and to integrate Germany thersin. G=3 will comment in more
detail on the State Dapuriment proposal upon receipt of the JSPC study on
this subjeot,

Question 3. Are we prepared to look forward to the eventuality
of a Supreme Commander for the European defsnse forces?

Answsr., Yes. However, G-3 oonsidera that a Supreme Commender
is unnecessary row. It is belicved that, except in special circumstances,
it is impracticable to exercise abtsclute military command over international
forces in tims of peace, although a Supremes Commander would obviously be
necessary in the event of war. Therafors, G-3 favors the immediate orea-

tion of a "COSSAC"™ type headquartors with no Supreme Commander at this time,

Question 4. Are we propared to support the immediate creation of
a Combined Gtall ror such an eventual Supreme Commander? ‘

Answer. Yes., You will recall that oa 18 August the JCS, in J
1868/194, have ctated that they favor the establishment at the earliest
practicable time of an organization, under the Standing Group, which would
oconsist of the Chief of Staff and his staff of certain NATO forces in Europe.
In general, this organization would be of the "COSSAC" type. G-3 conocurs
that such & staff is appropriate and should be immediately oreated.

Question 5. Are we prepared to support supplementing the activ-
ities of the Wi.itary Production and Supply Board by a European War Pro-
duction Roard with centralized direction?

Answer., G-3 is not prepared to comment on this question and ocon-
siders that it is a matter of primary interest to the Munitions Bourd.

Question 6. Are we prepared to consider full United States par-
ticipation in Europesn defenss organs, i.e., would we be prepared to accept
the respensibility of having an American Supreme Commander and an Ameriocan

. Chairman of the European Nar Production Beard?

Answer. Yes. G=3 {avors full United States participation in
European defense organs, with an American to head a "COSSAC" type organ~
ization in tisme of peace and pessibly an American Suprome Commander in
time of war. G=3 is not prepared to comment on the question of having
an American Chairman of the European hwar Production Board and considers
that this matter is one of primary interest to the Munitions Board,

Quastion 7. Are we prepared to support the transformstion of
the StandIng Group into a Combined Chiefs of Staff orgunization?

Answer. Yes, G=3 favors the eventual transformation of the
Standing Group into a CC5 organlzation, provided that its scope is ini-
tially rostricted solely to NATO and further provided that it is poasible
to invest in the CCS orgsnizetion the appropriate degree of military au-
thority. :

Question 8, Are there any other ways through which we should
attempt to Invigorate NATO at this time?
Answer. Yes. G=3 strongly favors the immediate integration

of both Germany and Spain into NATO. G-31& not prepared to make & spe-
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RECOMMENDATIONS ¢

&, That you pote tho skive waswers to the President®s questions,
as @ basis foo trne JOL cdiscussion ca _this subject.

be Thel the fimel JUE response to ths President's questions be
dsferred until ccmpistion i the JSPC study on this subj@ct, and the
detalilisd =2 commenta theresi.

COORDINATION:

00A informed (Genevel Magrudor, X-54333)
G=2 informed {Col Sykes, X=-54168)

G-l infermed (L% Col Worthiagton, X=56180)
G-4 informed (Col Purscns, X=75470)

Navy informed {Capt Worthington, X-74558)
USAF informed {Capt Boukems, X=73734)

s/

CHARLES L. ROLTE
Ma jor General, GSC
Aasigtunt Chief of Staff, G=3
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