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Africa and the United States:
Meeting the Challenges
of Globalization

EDMOND ]. KELLER

he onset of the current period of globalization seems to have been

coterminous with the ending of the Cold War. Since the early 1990s,
the world has witnessed profound changes in economic relations; in the use
of various forms of transportation; and in medical, electronic, and satellite
technology, all of which have served to bring the various parts of the world
closer together. At a very fundamental level, what we mean when we use
the term globalization is an increase in worldwide interconnectedness.! In
many ways it is a good thing, in that it can serve to aceelerate the pace at
which countries of the developing world are able to address their problems
relating to governance and human rights, economic development, poverty
reduction, various health scourges such as HIV/AIDS and wberculosis, and
human security in general. At the same time, these changes have served to
expose the challenges facing countries like the ones we find in Africa, as
well as their vulnerabilities. For example, at the same time that African
countries have been drawn in as independent competitors in the world eco-
nomic system, the rules of the game have changed. Regional trading blocs,
such as the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), Central
American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA), European Union (EU), and
Association of South East Asian Nations {ASEAN), and virtual economies
have emerged, with African countries finding themselves threatened with
rapid marginalizaiion, The challenge facing African leaders was to accept
this fate passively or to gear up to protect their countries’ positions in the
clobalization process.? In other words, the most serious challenge presented
by the process of globaiization for Africa was to find ways to engage it and
make i1 work for their betterment,

On the African conlinent today, debate continues over the merits of the
globalization process. Some argue that the negative aspects of the process
far outweigh the positives for Africa’s peoples. The concern over the nega-
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