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258 Edgar Allan Poc

‘HQtis,” said Dupin; ‘and, upon inquiring of the boy by what means he
cffected the therough identification in which his success consisted, 1
received answer as follows: “When I wish to find out how wise, or how
stupid, or how good, or how wicked is any one, or whatare his thoughts

The Purloined Totoms
¢ Purloined Letter 259

gimlet-hole bored in a chair-leg? And do you not see also, that sucl
/'f’(.‘//(’/‘(.‘/lci\' nooks for concealment are adapied only for ()1:(li,11'11" ‘(: UL ]
sions, and would be adopted only by ordinary intellects: for il; '131/1 LU—
of concealment, a disposal of the article C()HCCZIIC(L—:; zlisp’osn} of ;‘:S::

=l
R at the moment, I fashion the expression of my face, as accurately as this recherchd Manner——ic o the oo, fo. -
. . . . . 1 . er,—is, 1 the very first instance. pres al
v {\ possible, in accordance with the expression of his, and then wait to sec presumed; and thus its discovery depends e presumable and
g %% what thoughts or sentiments arise in my mind or heart, as if to match , but altogether upon the mere C‘I)ll'c :.n.?( b’. notatall upon ”’9 acumen,
" or correspond with the expression.” This response of the schoolboy scckers; and where the case | t » patience, and determination of the
. . . L . 5,4 *the case 1s of importance—or, what
v lies at the bottom of all the spurious profundity which has been same thing in the policial II o l.‘lmu, or, what amounts to the "
; polictal eyes, when the reward is of magnit ‘
i s magnitude,—

4 attributed to Rochefoucault, to La Bruyére, to Machiavelli, and to

Campanclla.®
‘And the identification,’ I said, ‘of the reasoner’s intellect with that
of his opponent, depends, if 1 understand you aright, upon the accur-
acy with which the opponent’s intellect is admeasured.’
For its practical value it depends upon this,” replied Dupin; ‘and
the Prefect and his cohort fail so frequently, first, by default of this
identification, and, sccondly, by ill-admcasurement, or rather through
non-admeasurement, of the intellect with which they are engaged.
They consider only their omn ideas of ingenuity; and, in scarching for
anything hidden, advert only to the modes in which they would have
hidden it. They are right in this much—that their own ingenuity is a
faithful representative of that of the mass; but when the cunning of the
individual felon is diverse in character from their own, the felon foils
them, of course. This always happens when it is above their own, and
very usually when it is below. They have no variation of principle in
their investigations; at best, when urged by some unusual emer-
gency—by some extraordinary reward—they extend or exaggerate
their old modes of practice, without touching their principles. What,
for example, in this case of 1D~ has been done to vary the principle of
action? What is all this boring, and probing, and sounding, and scru-
tinizing with the microscope, and dividing the surface of the building
into registered square inches—what is it all but an exaggeration of the
application of the one principle or set of principles of search, which are
based upon the one set of notions regarding human ingenuity, to which
the Prefect, in the long routine of his duty, has been accustomed? Do
you not sce he has taken it for granted that ¢// men proceed to conceal
not exactly in a gimlet-hole bored in a chair-leg—but, at

a letter,

least, in some out-of-the-way hole or corner suggested by the same
tenor of thought which would urge a man to secrete a letter in a

the qualities in question have never been known to fail. You will now
undcrs-mnd what I meant in suggesting that, had the pilfloincd I (:) “
b'ccn h.|ddcn any where within the limits of the Prefect’s C‘('ln':'il]"(‘ l
[‘l(.)l;hllll ol:hc‘l' vs"m'ds, had the principle of its conccalmcnl:‘bcdel‘l con‘::
11:1; :L{)]Z(:i] :v;i ]I:SC[?1?114)”:]‘911),[.“ (if‘ the Prcf’cc;r ----- it.jjdi'sco‘vcry would
1 altogether beyond question. This functionary,
hm‘ivcvc‘r, has been thoroughly mystified; and the remote source of | A
del‘ca.t lies in the supposition that the Minister is a fool i)c:c*lllsc he h"S'
acq urred renown as a poet. All fools are pocts; this the P,rcfc;:r )E'e/r 'ua;
he is merely guilty of a non distributio medii in thence inferr; i th " '“
o marely gl ce inferring that all
‘Butis this really the poct?” Lasked. “There are two brothers, | ] ;
;m(-l both haveattained reputation in letters. The Minisl'cf‘l béiic “?(l)\'vj
written learnedly on the Differential Calculus. He is a mathem: YL‘"MS
and no poct.’ S,
.‘?’ou are mistaken; I know him well; heis both. As poet and mathem
:llﬁl%‘llilll, he would reason well; as mere m:u:hcmatici‘un, 'hc‘ Coulci
;::)Ltf :Z:,Lv reasoned at all, and thus would have been at the mercy of the
“You surprise me,’ | said, ‘by these opinions, which h (
Yo : 8, which have been con-
tradicted by the voice of the world. You do not mean to set at naught
the well-digested idea of centuries. The mathematical rc';s'm; h: IIE "
hcc"n regarded as the reason par excellence.’ B
1/ Jad parier, " replied Dupin, quoting from Chamfort, ¢ ‘e
toute idée publigue, toute convention regue, est une sottise, carelle a (: ]
au j.)/m' grand nombre.” ™ 'The ma thematicians, I gl‘ill;(' you ll';frclilv(t)::ll
l:hc.u' b.est to promulgate the popular error to which you ;1ll‘udc 'mcl
which is none the less an error for its promulgation as truth. Wi;l; ‘!l(l
il‘l'l‘ woth_y a better cause, for example, they have insinuated the r01"nl
analysis” into application to algebra. The French are the orié;inﬁtort;




