Questions that Erik Would Like Workshop Participants to Help Him Answer:

        We’ve had a hard time convincing colleagues that the empirical setting in this paper offers a good way to go about exploring the rentier state literature (or that it represents a promising way to be going about doing comparative politics more generally). Am I crazy, or are they? 

         There are problems of endogeneity plaguing a number of the statistical models. We know, for instance, that per capita income (an important determinant of electoral competition) is itself partially a function of natural resources. I’d welcome ideas about good instruments.

         How much should be in this paper? And what’s the appropriate venue? The two times we’ve presented this material (at APSA and in our department), people have wanted to hear more about mechanisms (yes, Michael, we were listening!). We’ve started down this road by adding the section headed The Quest for Mechanisms in the current draft. The problem is that it now seems like there is too much here for a single paper, particularly since the mechanisms section is underdeveloped and would need to be expanded to be convincing. Two options strike me as plausible, either squeeze it all into one piece or slice out the material on mechanisms, expand it significantly and have two papers. But is there a venue for a short piece showing evidence of a rentier effect in the states and exploring the case studies without a full-fledged assault on mechanisms?

