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It is with extreme satisfaction that I present to the student community the inaugural issue of Quaestio 
(Latin: “inquiry”)- the first undergraduate research journal at UCLA devoted exclusively to the topic of 
history.  This ambitious project, embarked upon by the Theta Upsilon chapter’s Executive Board back in 
January, took a long and bumpy road toward completion.  Along the way, the new journal’s hard-charging 
staff worked tirelessly while they hammered out the details of the editorial procedure to insure its accuracy, 
efficiency and anonymity, and then dealt superbly with the overwhelming response to the February Call for 
Papers.  Every facet of this aptly named journal’s creation was imbued with a process of inquiry and 
discovery.  The finished product represents just a small sampling of some of the best undergraduate writing 
by UCLA students.  However, we could not have come so far without the help of several very important 
people- and it is to them that I would like to turn in gratitude and recognize here. 
 
First and foremost, our readers- all graduate students in the History Department- who enthusiastically 
supported this project: Fiona Galvin, the President of the Graduate Students History Association; Corey 
Hollis and Laura Talamante, the co-Editors-in-Chief for the 1999 issue of the graduate student’s UCLA 
Historical Journal; Scott McDonough; Magdy El-Shamma; Lorraine Pratt; Dan Ryan; Britta McEwen; and 
Petula Iu.  I would also like to thank Mike Kockler, the student groups Advisor at the Center for Student 
Programming, and Dr. Reed Wilson, Director of the UCLA Undergraduate Research Center (which 
publishes the Westwind undergraduate research journal) for their advice and encouragement. 
 
Last, but certainly not least, I wish to express my thanks and admiration for the hard-working staff of this 
journal.  Most especially, I want to recognize my Assistant Editor-in-Chief, Nefertiti Takla, who embraced 
this effort from the very beginning with an enthusiasm and dedication equal to my own. 
 
With that, I hope you will read on and enjoy. 
 
Frank Miranda 
Editor-in-Chief 
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