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Abstract

The idea that Indian “influence” was responsibie for the socio-political development of
early Southeast Asia is now largely discredited, but the question of the actual impact of early
trade between India and Southeast Asia remains. Prior to the fourth century C.E.. Indian
trade activities with Southeast Asia appear to have been relatively infrequent, when assessed
through the number of items of Indian origin recovered, and the incentives for such trade
from the Indian point of view. After the fourth century, the adeption of subcontinental tra-
ditions —religlous iconography, Sanskrit terminology. coinage, and terms identifying lead-
ers—Iis seen throughout the area of Southeast Asia, from Bangladesh to Cambodia, Maiaysia
and Thailand as well as the larger Indonesian islands. Subcontinental traditions became
attractive a1 this time because of the advent of strong political entities in the Indian sub-
contirent, nelably the Guptas, which produced coherent medels of potitical, social and reli-
gious organization. Although such modeis were aiso available from neighboring China,
apprehension about Chinese expansion led the rulers of emergent chiefdoms in Southeast
Asia to prefer the adoption of Indian political and religious jconography.

Introduction

The interactions between the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia in the
Early Historic period have in the past been interpreted as relationships of dom-
inance or influence.”) More recently, archaeological evidence for the indigenous

) This paper was originally presented in the working group “Understanding the Tran-
sition to History in Southeast Asia.” organized for the Society for American Archaeology
meetings held in Nashville in 1997, [ would like to thank Miriam Stark for inviting me to
participate in this session, and would also fike to thank the session’s other participants
and observers for the preductive comments raised during the course of the meetings. For
their helpful and insightful comments on this paper. § would like to thank Francis Allard.
Barbara Watson Andaya. Jean-Frangeis Safles, Henry Wright, Rita Wright, Norman Yoffee,
and an dnonymous Teviewer. ~

2) For the purposes of the following discussion, the “Early Historic” period is defined for
the subcontinent as the period from the third century B.C.E. to the fourth century C.E. This
time period encompasses the beginning of the Mauryan dynasty with the first instances of
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4 MONICA L. SMITH

polity or “empire” in the Ganges valley of northern India.’®) This pclity is prin-
cipally known from the distribution of a series of stone inscriptions celebrating
the conversion to Buddhism by the ruler Asoka (268-31 B.C.E.). The other
main historical source for the Mauryans is the political treatise known as the
Arthashasira, although the date of this text remains dispufed, with estimates
ranging from the fourth century B.C.E. to the third century C.E.®} Mauryan
unity does not appear to have endured much beyond the single generation of
rule by Asoka, and by 185 B.C.E. it had broken apart into a number of smaller
entities.”) In the subsequent centuries, the political organization of the subcon-
tinent consisted of a number of regional dynasties, each with shifting bound-
aries and relatively limited control over resources.™)

Many of these dynasties are known only through coins or western Asian
documents such as the first-century Periplus of the Erythrean Sea which de-
scribes the presence in the Indian subcontinent of “a great many populous
nations up to the Ganges™.') The more comprehensive historical records for
groups such as the Satavahanas and Kushanas in the western subcontinent
show that they were hampered in their control of territory by chronic warfare,
frequent shifts of rulers from one capital to another, and conflicts within rui-
ing families.’") Even in the heartland of the Mauryan polity, there was a suc-
‘cession of ruling dynasties, beginning with the Sungas and Kandvas, followed
by the Nagas, Yaudheyas, Maghas and the rulers of Ahicchatra.’®) And in the
far southern subcontinent, the historically-known ruling groups of the Cholas,
Cheras and Pandyas coatrolled relatively small territories, and were often split
into competing lineages ruling from multiple capitals.’®) For all of these groups
in the Barly Historic period, there was little surplus available for administration
or economic invesiment by central agencies, and the management of territory
consisted of a constant competition for local allies.®) Given the costs of admin-

12} See, for example, Thapar 1997, see also Allchin 1995; Chakrabarti 1992; Deloche
1992; Fussman 19§7-88.

13y For a summary of the various points of view on the dating of this text, see Habib
and Habib 1980-00; Thapar 1997, pp. 218227 and pp. 292-296. In any case, it should be
noted that the Arthashastra is a prescriptive text, rather than a descriptive one, and that the
proclamations made by the author may not have actually been put into practice.

14) See, for example, Chakrabarti 1995.

13) Mirashi 1981.

16) Casson 1989, p. 83; for local coinage, see, for example, B, Lahiri 1991; Ray 1691a.

17y Mirashi 198%; Rao 1982; see also Morrison 1995 for her ohservation that “# seems
more reasonable to consider not a unitary Satavahana polity but competing and cooperating
groups of political elites” {p. 213).

18) Williams 1982: Sharma 1989; Allchin 1995.

19) Subramanian 1972; Rajan 1996.

20y Smith 19974
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istering subject territories and the uncertainties ol succession, few resources
were available for long-distance contact or conquest.

The economy in this pericd also appears to have been only marginally con-
trolied by political agents, with the majority of economic activities undertaken
ander the aegis of merchant groups or religious establishments.”') Although
there was thriving local and regional exchange present in the subcontinent
throughout the Early Historic period, the impact of long-distance exchange with
the eastern Indian Ocean appears to have been slight. Archaeological excava-

‘tions in the Indian subcontinent have been numercus and extensive, but to date

no Southeast Asian or Chinese goods have been recovered in Early Historic
levels.®) It is true that Southeast Asian goods might have consisted precisely
of the kinds of materials least likely to be found in the archaeological record:
perishables such as spices; rarities destined for very special consumption or

- Mediterranean transit-trade (such as the rubies and sapphires of the Myanmar

region); or materials that were transformed as soon as they amived in the sub-
continent (such as tin). Nonetheless one would expect seme durable goods such
as pottery to have occasionally accompanied transoceanic voyages; for exam-
ple, Indian coastal sites of the medieval Chola pericd yield large quaatities of
Chinese ceramics.”)

From the perspective of the subcontinent, maritime trade with Southeast
Asia would have duplicated other, already well-established trade networks,
The goods that might have been obtained from Southeast Asia were available
through other channeis of exchange including the interior of the subcontinent
and the westward Mediterranean-Arabian trade routes (see Appendix). Faciors
of available technology also appear to have iimited Indian involvement in over-
seas exchange, as the level of open-water seafaring technology available in the
subcontinent appears to have been rather limited. Although there are iconolog-
ical representations of boats from the early centuries C.E. in India, these are
principally depictions of river-boats rather than seagoing craft.™) Tn a recent sum-
mary of maritime archaeological finds from the eastern indian Ocean, Manguin

21) Ray 1986, 1994; Basa, Glover and Henderson 1991,

22) The only exception is the presence of several high-tic bronze fragments from sites in
the subcontinent which Glover 1996b (p. 77) sees as “outside the normal range of Indian
metallurgy” and thus likely to have come from Southeast Asia.

23) Recent survey and reconnaissance work in the Indien state of Tamil Nadu has re-
vealed considerable quantities of Chinese pottery at sites such as Perivapattinam (with
ceramics dating to the l4th century) and Kilakkarai (13th century and later); the Kerala
coast has produced sites such as Pandalayini (33-14th centuries) and Tangasseri (13-14th
centuries): see Subbarayalu 1996, The excavations at Arikamedu also revealed Chinese
materials dated to the F1-12th centuries; see Wheeler 1946, pp. 91-95.

24) Deloche 1996, The adequacy of Indian navigation for long-distance voyages is the
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b MONICA L. SMITH

inscription indicates that it dates to the fifth century or later.”) Again, most of
the inscribed items for which an early date is claimed are surface finds or from
unknown stratigraphic contexts, and may have been deposited in Southeast Asia
much later than their date of manufacture,

There are two other categories of itemns that are usually cited as indicating
a high volume of trade between the subcontinent and Southeast Asia: iron
and beads. Closer scrutiny of these items of “Indian” origin in Southeast Asia
prior to the fourth century C.E. reveals that a large proportion could actually
be the result of local Southeast Asian manufacture, The idea that iron and iron-
working technology were brought from India has been asserted with confidence
by archaeologists working in Southeast Asia.®) However, thera is little concrete
evidence of such a transfer, and there are other more plausible scenarios for the
beginnings of iron use in mainland Southeast Asia, including the jocal devel-
opment of iron technology or the transfer of goods and knowledge from China,
where iron-age developments appear to have preceded those in mainland South-
east Asia) The simultaneous “discovery” of iron technology in various parts
of Asia may also be attributable to the fact that metallic iron can sometimes be
produced by accident in the process of copper-smelting.*) Once identified, the
process of manufacturing iron could be controlled and duplicated by metal-
lurgists skilled in high-temperature transformations.

Beads made of glass, agate and carnelian are usually described uncritically
as being of Indian origin when they are encountered in Southeast Asian sites.*h)
However, there is no reason why these beads must be interpreted as coming
from India, since all of the elements were in place for an indigenous develop-
ment of bead-making in glass and stone. Stone beads appear very early in buri-
als of mainland Southeast Asia, prior to the generally-acknowledged dates
for the first Indian contact: for example, stone beads are reported from Khok
Phlap, a site in the Chao Phraya region of Thailand dated to Higham’s General

37) See de Casparis 1979 for the date assigned through paleography, and Pollock 1096
for texmal analysis,

38) See, for example, Glover 1996a, p. 132,

39) Piggott 1996: Higham 1996,

40} Piggott 1996. For a description of early sites with iron from the late first millennium
B.C.E. in Scutheast Asia, see Higham 1989.

41} See, for example, Glover 1991, pp. 349-351, where he refers to the items associated
with neolithic communities of wesi-central Thailand c¢. 300 B.C.E.; and Higham 1989,
p. 190, on the items known from the first few centuries B.C.E. in mainland Southeast Asia.
A similar observation was made by Bellwood in 1985 about the beads found in the context
of the Sa-Huynh culture in southern Vietnam; in the 1997 revised edition of his book, he
now comments that early dates for stone beads in central Thailand “make a more local
origin for these an attractive alternative.” (p. 275).

“INDIANIZATION” FROM THE INDIAN POINT OF VIEW o

Period B (2000-1500 B.C.E. until 500-300 B.C.E..;*) and at Khok Charoen
{dated by thermoiuminescence to the 12th-11th centwry B.C.E.), also in the
Chao Phraya delta.”) The site of Phung Nguyen in the Bac Bo region of Vier-
nam appears to have an even earlier assemblage; it is associated with General
Pertod A (3600-3000 to 2000-1500 B.C.E.) and has a wide variety of polished-
stone objects including adzes, chisels and grinding stones, as well as stone rings
and stone beads. ™)

The presence of polished-stone items at these Southeast Asian sites indicates
that expertise in stone-working would have enabled the local production of
beads. The raw materials needed for stone bead manufacture, including agates
and cherts, are widely distributed in the local limestone geology of Southeast
Asia.®) The presence of chert nodules and layers is noted. for example, among
the limestone formations of eastern peninsular Thailand.*®) This region is near
the well-known site of Xhlong Thom, where it is reported that “carnelian” beads

‘in various stages of manufacture were recovered.”} Cherts and chalcedonies

naturally occur in a variety of colors, and those confaining iron oxide can be
additionally reddened through heating. It thus seems highly likely that sione
bead manufacturing activities at sites like Khlong Thom were conducted using
locally-available materials.*®)

Regarding glass-working, sites in mainland Southeast Asia contain evidence
for the indigenous mastery of other high-temperature manufacturing tech-
niques such as those employed in bronze-casting. The materials for the manu-
facture of glass are also readily and widely available (sand, soda and lime).
Beads were a valued item, as evidenced by the large number of beads found
in burials of the second and first millennivm B.C.E. in mainland Southeast

42) Higham 1989, p. 185.

43} Higham 1989, p. 161,

443 Higham 1989, p, 177.

45) Brown et al., 1951.

46} Ampornmaha 1995,

47y Higham 1989, p. 270, citing M. Veeraprasert, “Khlong Thom: An Ancient Bead-
Manufaciuring Location and an Ancient Entrept.” Research Conference on Early Southeast
Asia, Bangkok, Silpakom University, 1983,

48) One particular category of stone beads found in Southeast Asia still requires expla-
nation. These are the “etched” beads, which feature white geometric tracings on stone beads
of varying shapes. These beads have a very wide distribution throughecut the Indian Ocean,
with single exemplars being found as far west as southern Iran (Whitcomb 1985, fig. 60},
While the majority of scholars continue to see these as Indian imports, Glover 1996b (p. 83}
has recently suggested that there may be an as-yet undiscovered eastern manufacturing
center, One complicating factor in the analysis of these irems is that these beads were also
duplicated in glass, as shown by a photograph of beads with identical markings in an article
by Peter Francis 1994, p. 143.
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12 MONICA L. SMITH

new iconography served principally for the consolidation of local authority.™)

Why did the iconography of the Indian subcontinent, located at a distance
across the Bay of Bengal, become atiractive 10 Southeast Asian rulers at this
time? One important factor was the development of & coherent maodel of polit-
ical, social and religious integration resulting from political consclidations in
the subcontinent. These political consolidations are most prominently associated
with the Gupta dynasty, which established what can be characterized as the
nrst long-lived political organization in the Indian subcontinent. George Coedés
was the first to observe that the earliest impact of an Indian political group
upon Southeast Asia came with the growth of the Gupta polity in the fourth
century C.E%) An examination of the growth and development of the Guptas
iliustrates why this group became a prominent political and social model for
Scutheast Asia.

Inscriptions place the starting-date for Gupta rule in 320 C.E. from a base
in the central Gangetic valley; shortly afterwards, Gupta leaders began to exer-
cise confrol over the Deccan {central-western) region of India.™) Around 330
C.E.. the ruler Samudragupta brought into the Gupta domain a number of other
ralers in the eastern subcontinent, in the areas of Chota Nagpur, Bundelkhand,
Baghelkhand, Chhattisgarh, and the Andhra country in the southeast.®®) At the
end of the fourth century, the Guptas extended their domain towards western
India (the areas of Gujarat, Malwa and Kathiawar).*') In many of these caseas,
Gupta conquest involved the cooption of local leaders, who adopted aspects of
Gupta bureaucratic structure {e.g. the use of Sanskrit) and participated in trade
which is documented archaeologically through the widespread distribution of
Gupra coins.

The Guptas exercised contrel throughout & large portion of the northern sub-
continent and managed to retain that control through succeeding generations.
The accompanying continuity in adminisiration permitted the steady accumu-
lation of surplus at the central level that could be utilized to support reli-
gious entities and provide trade infrastructure. Several significant administrative

37} See, for example, Dietler 1989, who discusses the ways in which local chieftains in
France obtained and displayed Reman goods such as wine. Helms 1979 observes the effects
of local and iong-distance knowledge upon the indigenous development of chiefly authority
in pre-columbian Panama; Mathien 1986 and Nelson 1986 consider the appearance of
Mesoamerican goods and architectural forms in the prehistoric American Southwest, where
such goods are interpreied as embellishments to a locally-developed structure of authority,
and mot an imposition or conquest by peoples from ceniral Mexico.

58) Coedés 1964.

39} Alrekar 1982; Jain 1964

60} Altekar 1982.

61) Sharma 1989, p. 132; see also Mirashi 198].

“INDIANIZATION” FROM THE INDIAN POINT OF VIEW i3

changes were put into effect under the Guptas: the adoptien of copper-plate
grants for recording iand records and temple-donations, the shift away from
Buddhism in a return to a pre-Buddhist Vedic tradition, and the revival of Sans-
krit as the principal language for monumentat inscriptions, land-grants, seals
and coins.®)

Gupta rulers and their courtiers and feudatories served as patrons of art, con-
tributing to the construction of a number of temples (principally of Shiva and
Vishmu) throughout northern India.®) The revival of the Vedic Hindu tradition
under Gupta patronage did not eliminate the practice of Buddhism, and a num-
ber of important Buddhist shrines were the recipient of Gupta donations.™)
However, the comparatively greater emphasis on Hindu traditions may have
prompted some practitioners of Buddhism to move elsewhere, including to
Southeast Asiz. In addifion to the Guptas, cther polities in the subcontinent
which favored the Vedic tradition were also asserting their territorial authority,
including the Vakatakas to the south.*) But the Guptas ook primacy in leading
these developments, and one significant ilfustration of the Guptas’ impact on
swrounding regions was the widespread adoption of the “Gupta era” for mark-
ing time throughout the northern subcontinent.®®)

Contemporaneous social change in the southernmost sebcontinent {s more
difficult to evaluate. In a recent volume, Champakalakshmi comments that in
this region the period between the third and sixth centuries C.E. contains less
documentary evidence than the preceding period: at the same time, she notes
that this era was one of agrarian expansion and the adoption of the brahmanical
religious tradition.¥) By the fifth century C.E., many groups in the south, such
as the Paliavas, Ikshvakus, and Kadambas, imitated their northern neighbors
and adopted Sanskrit for official inscriptions.®} The Pallavas were the most
prominent of these groups, although their army was decentralized and they did
not control a large cchesive territory.®) During the time of Gupta expansion,
the influence of the Pallavas remained modest, although their participation in

62) Miller and Eaton 1992,

63) Miller and Eaton 1992; Williams 1982, Williams makes the additional observation
that the greater contacts allowed by the “pax Guptica” were responsible for the increasing
similarity of sculptural style in many parts of the Ganges valley (p. 60).

64) Gokhale 1983; Willlams 982,

63) Misra 1992; Ramesh 1992

66) Williams 1982, chapter 4, discusses the continzed use of the Gupta era by regional
dynasties after the sixth century.

67) Champakalakshmi 1996.

68) Pellock 1996,

69) Dirks 1976.
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16 MONICA L. SMITH

adjacent regions provided potential models of socio-political complexity: India
and China. As seen above, contacts with the subcontinent prior to the fourth
century C.E. appear to have been limited io sporadic economic interactions.
The logistics of contact were affected by the difficulties of long-distance sail-
ing across the Bay of Bengal, but the principal restraint on contacts was the
lack of incentive in both areas. The subcontinent presented neither compelling
economic products nor any well-organized political ideology, while the small
social groups of Southeast Asia had few requirements that could not be met by
local manufacture.

Interactions with China appear to have been considerably different, with
incentives for contact that can be identified in both regions. Early Chinese
sources indicate familiarity with the products of mainland Southeast Asia, and
as early as the Ch’in period (c. 221 B.C.E), the Chinese emperor’s military
campaigns in the southern region were motivated by “the expected gains
from the lands of the Yiieh with their rhinoceros horns, ivory, kingfisher feathers,
ard pearls.”™) By the beginning of the first century C.E. there is archaeoclog-
ical evidence for the use of Han plows and Han-style burials in the regions
of the Red River valley in present-day northern Vietnam.®®) Recent work has
also recovered Han-style artifacts further south, in Thailand, Sumaira and
Java.®) Contacts throughoui the region increased in the early first millennium
C.E. By the fifth century, “extensive areas of the western Indo-Malaysian
Archipelage were becoming increasingly important links in the trade routes,
and Austronesian-speaking crews may have been in control of much of the
shipping.”™" The fifth century was also a period during which Chinese travel-
lers, in their piigrimages to Buddhist sites, reported on the towns and regions
which they visited.

When the impetus to greater socio-political complexity developed in South-
cast Asia, China was aiso a potential source of ideology and admimistrative
models. Chinese society was hierarchical, as was Hindu society.”') As in the
subcontinent, there was a high degree of integration between political leaders

&7y Yd 1967, p. 182, Yi's commentary on the growth of the Han state is principally
devoted to the lands of the west in which oade preceded and accompanied military inter-
vention. For more specific and detailed observations of the impact of Han expansion in
southeastern China, see Taylor 1983; (’Harrow 1982.

88} Higham 1989, pp. 195-20C and pp. 287-202,

89) Glover 1996b, p. 81, mentions the presence of Han-siyle items in Thailand and Java
in a footnote without elaboration. Beilwood 1997 adds that there is some Han pottery from
southern Sumatra, now housed in the National Musenm in Jakarta.

90} Bellwood 1983, p. 279; Bellwood 1997, p. 276,

91y Mair 1004,
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and religious leaders, with a institutional support for Confucian ideals at all
levels.”?} These beliefs were incorporated into a standard iconography and
religious architecture, The Chinese dynasties of the mid-first millennium fol-
lowed the conventions established by the Han dynasty, which had developed a
systern of local and provincial administration as well as mainfaining a monetary
system with regular coinage) The documented presence of early trade be-
tween China and Southeast Asia shows that contacts were maintained between
the two regions, through which elites in Southeast Asia would have become
familiar with Chinese bureancratic and political modeis,

Many of these early trade contacts were however accompanied by the use of
force and numerous attempts to capture and adrminister territory. Chinese mili-
tary intervention in the area of northernmost Southeast Asia began in L1}
B.C.E., when a Han expedition which forced the swrrender of P’an-yii (Canton}
also established nine commanderies to administer the southern territories of
Kwangrung, Kwangsi and northern Vietnam.*”) These military interventions and

- administrative changes included the imposition of new social standards, such

as requiring the local inhabitants to adopt Chinese modes of dress and formal
Chinese marriage rites; the latter enabled the Han prefects to regulate local inher-
itance and land-ownership patterns in accordance with Chinese custom.™)

These forced changes were met with resistance by local leaders. The Chinese
chronicler Hsiieh Tsung (sic) observed that the Han had to abandon Hainan
Island “after an uprising provoked by greedy officials who forcibly cut off the
people’s hair to sell for wigs.™) A significant revoit in the region of northern
Vietnam broke out in 40 C.E., for which the Chinese general Ma Yiian was dis-
patched with a force of 20,000 troops. Additional outbreaks of violence occurred
frequently in the following years, “often calling for strong defensive action by
the Chinese” (conflicts broke out again in the years C.E. 100, 116, 137, 144,
157, 178, and 184).5") Even after the demise of the Han dynasty in the early
third ceniury C.E.. subsequent Chinese dynasties including the Easiern Chin
continned to retain bureaucratic structures and conduct punitive raids in the
region of northern Vietnam.®} It would have teken litile time for news of
Chinese military activities and bureaucratic abuses to reach throughout South-
east Asia along the trade routes connected to this coastal region.

02y Yii 1967, Mair 1994,

93) See, for example, Ebrey 1996.
94) Yii 1986.

93) O'Harrow 1982; Tayler 1983,
94) Taylor 1983, p. 78.

97) Yu 1986, p. 454

68) Taylor 1983; Ebrey 1996,
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20 MONICA L. SMITH

APPENDIX

Potential Irems of Export from Southeast Asia
to the Indian Subcontinent in the Early Historic Period

stk and siltk yarsn: This is proposed as one of the desired items from Southeast Asia by
Indian traders according to Basa, Giover and Henderson (1991). However, a commer-
cially-viable silkworm species (Antheraea mylitta) is present all along the western coastal
mountain range of the peninsular Indian subcontinent (Good 19935). Randhawa (1980)
comments that the Indian silk moth (Bombyx futtont) of the north-western Himalayas is
ancestral to the five silk-producing species of moth in India. Thus, it appears likely that
the development of silk production ocewrred in India by the early cenmuries C.E. The ear-
tiest silk in an archaeological context comes from Nevasa (located on the western side
of the subcontinent), dated as early as the 10-13th centuries B.C.E. {Gulati 1961). Early
written materials also discuss silk use (such as the inscription recording the donation of
a temple by & group of silk-weavers in Mandasor in 437-38 C.E.; Randhawa 1980,

# un: Tin deposits are plentiful in mainland Southeast Asia, and were exploited as early
as ¢. 2000-1000 B.C.E., when there is evidence for bronze-working at the site of Non
Nok Tha in central Thailand (Higham 1989). Tin was also fo be found in the subconti-
nent, specifically in the Chhotanagpur plateau of the cast-central subcontinent, where
thers were reported occurrences of cassiterite; there is zlso a source of tin located close
to Giridih in south Bihar (Sengupta 1996), To the west of the peninsular subconginent,
rin could also be obtained in Afghanistan (Ray 19094).

copper: Copper deposits. also plentiful in mainland Southeast Asia, were likewise util-
ized at an early date. At the site of Phu Lon in the Phetchabun mountains located near
the Mekong river, Pigoit has reported a date of c. 1600 B.C.E. for copper cxploitation
(reported in Higham 1989, p. 123). However, copper could also be located closer to the
areas of India which may have required it. For the area of West Bengal, Sengupta ob-
serves that copper “must have come from the northern part of Medinipur, Bankura and
Purulia districts of West Bengal, and in the neighbouring Singhbhum platean of Bihar.
Ancient copper mines are known at Tamkum in Bankwra district and Chhedapathar in
Midnapur district.,.” (Seagupta 1996, p. 123).

fortoise shell: This is proposed as one of the items from Southeast Asia desired by Indian
raders, according to Basa, Glover and Henderson {1991). Alternaiive sources for this
material in the western Indian Ocean are listed in the Periplus: the areas of the Ethiopian
shore and northern Somalia, as well as the eastern coast of Africa (Casson 1989, p. 16).
However, I have not been able to find any references 1o archaeologically-recovered tor-
oise shell in any Indian sites.
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