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THE LANDS THAT BORDER the Indian Ocean—the varied territories of East
Africa, Arabia, India, and Southeast Asia—exhibit a considerable cultural, eco-
nomic, and political diversity. These three volumes address the complexities of
this region in the past 2000 years through a combination of historical, archaeolog-
ical, and ethnographic materals, principally looking at the role of exchange
activities as the link berween peoples. Illustrating the changeability of the Indian
Ocean trade networks, the 59 essays in these volumes provide examples of the
ways in which political circumstances, economic opportunities, and social con-
struces 1n the littorals and hinterlands resulted in a vanecy of different interactions
between local and foreign groups. This new stance could only have resulted from
an emerging critique of large-scale prime movers as a valid explanatory mecha-
nism, combined with the thorough investigation of local documentary sources
and new archaeological evidence about local and regional groups before and
throughout the period of long-distance trade.

The addition of the local perspective allows for a considerably greater scope of
inquiry than older interpretations that viewed the Indian Ocean as a singular
entity, a passive region subjected seguentizlly to Roman. Islamic. and western
Europearn domination and influence. Thar interpretation was based in a percep-
tion that states and empires were the dominant force in the development of
exchange relations, a perspective which has been revised for the precolonial
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period by scholars who have emphasized the importance of Asian trade groups
(e.g., Bouchon and Lombard 1987; Chaudburi 1985; Dale 1994; Pearson 1987).
The study of these later periods, for which the documentary record is more thor-
ough, superbly reveals the complexity of the relationships between merchants,
suppliers, and their political allies. The era of renewed “exploration” and even-
tual coionial undertakings by Europeans found them confronting large-scale
polities throughout the Indian Ocean: in the Swahili states of East Africa, in the
lands bordering the Mughal domain of the Indian subcontinent, and in the states
of the Indo-Malavan archipelago. Each of these areas sustained a thnving eco-
nomic tradition of its own, both on land and sea.

Adding to the complexity of trade relations in this period is the fact that there
was 1ot a single European presence but a variery of European entities represented
by merchants and navies whose activities in the Indian Ocean were affected by
events in Europe. Private European traders thwarted their own governments’
early attempts at monopoly; mercenaries and pirates also undermined the designs
of control over trade activities in the Indian Ocean. Mercantile activities were
carried out by a varietv of corporate groups, including groups united by kinship
or religion that had trade specialties linking them with particular foreign locales.
As a contribution te this genre of study, the volume edited by K. S. Mathew con-
tains papers that document particular case studies and detailed local analyses illus-
trating the madequacy of monohithic explanations of trade activity.

The period of “Indo-Roman” trade in the carly centuries 4.1, is now being
investigated with the same view toward documenting the multiplicities of eco-
nomic interaction. Until the early 1980s the interpretation of this exchange was
largely based on the use of Latin and Greek texts (e.g., Charlesworth 1926[1674];
Raschke 1978, Warmington 1928). The routes and items of trade were known
from the Periplus, a Greek merchant’s document of the first century A.D.; the cost
and impact of that rrade was assessed from Phny’s famous lament that Rome’s
treasury was being drained to purchase baubles from the East (Natural History
VI.101). Similarly, archacological finds were nterpreted from a Mediterranean
focus, with one of the earliest investigators characterizing the site of Arikamedu
on India’s eastern coast as an “Indo-Roman trading station” on the basis of his
recovery of Mediterranean goods such as Arretine ware (Wheeler 1946). The
reassessinent of the same evidence has prompred a more recent investigator to
propose that Arikamedu is a unique site because it shows Western contact over
ume, whereas genuine Roman items are scarce i other sites of the same ume
period in India (Begley 1983, Begley et al. 19%6).

The accumulation of documentary and archaeological data on the littoral and
hinterlands of the Indian Ocean has enabled scholars in India and elsewhere to
observe that “foreign” trade had litde effect on the development of local social
and political structures 1n the early centunies a.D. Felix Chami (1994} observes
that because initial research was focused on the colonization of the coast, African
archzeology has suffered from the myth that all elements of civilization came from
the Middle East or Far East. He advocates instead what he terms “Africanizatuon”
(the study of indigenous cuitural traditions and links between settlements of the
coastal littoral and the peoples of the hinterlands) and presents the results of a sur-
vey project that recorded sites of the early centuries a.p. in Tanzania. Fer the
Arabian peninsula, archaeclogical information has been painstakingly compiled
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by D. T. Potts (1990); his work represents a particularly valuable resource because
many of the regions on which he reported are now undergoing tremendous
growth and development that have resulted in a high rate of loss of archaeologi-
cal sites (Pouts 1984).

Himanshu Ray (1986} has examined the social and political constructs of the
western Indian subcontinent in the early centuries A.D., citing the presence of
merchant guilds and Buddhist monasteries that contributed to thriving regional
exchange. For the same period, Xinru Liu (1988} has considered the economic
effect of the increasing popularity of Buddhism in central Asia and northern
India, observing that the items utilized to decorate Buddhist stupas were the same
exotic trade goods desired as status symbols by the wealthy: silk, coral, pearls,
lapis, and glass. Trade in the subcontinent also took place at the household level,
where a variety of productive strategies were utilized to maintain a surplus dedi-
cated to exchange, and where the acquisition of non-local goods illustrated the
maintenance of long-distance social ties (Smith 1997h). For Southeast Asia,
authors such as Higham (1989) and Bellwood (1985) have demonstrated that the
development of well-organized social and political entities preceded an involve-
ment with long-distance exchange.

Nonetheless, the presence and impact of long-distance trade is not to be mini-
mized. Foreign goods often constitute one of the prestige items used by elites o
demonstrate their status (e.g., Earle 1990; Helms 1979; Wright 1984), The active
pursuit of trade by the expanding Roman state 1s a prominent part of the literary
record; the place of foreign trade in the economies of Egypt, Arabia, and India is
likewise indicated by documentary and archaeclogical sources. Accordingly, the
articles in the volumes edited by Salles, Boussac, and Ray do not minimize the
importance of exotic exchange goods. Instead, they challenge the old concepts of
searnless interactions by showing that economic activities in the Indian Ocean
were conditioned by a variety of factors such as the development of sailing tech-
nology, the distance of merchants to their sources of political support, shifts in
demand, local struggles for authority, the difficulties of managing ports and sup-
pliers, natural calamities, and conflicts between expanding groups that incorpo-
rated external agents, sometimes half a world away.,

The volume Tradition and Archaeology (hereafter, Tradition) is a publication
resulting from the conference “Techno-Archaeological Perspectives of Seafaring
in the Indian Ocean” held in New Dethi in early 1994, Suitable for both the
uninitiated and the specialist, the papers generallv do not presuppose familiaricv
with the region discussed. but at the same time are thorough in their discussions
and bibliography, including citations to sources that are not widely known. The
vohume is of a generous, large-formar size, permitting the contributors to include
detalled maps and other illustrations cnitical to the evaluation of their arguments.
Himanshu Ray’s opening essay indicates the book’s scope, in staring that the
study of ports needs to encompass the examination of expanding routes and net-
works, where ports are not merely a landing place but an “economic concept.”
The subsequent papers in this volume discuss ports but also their hinterlands. as
well as the marinime technology which 15 required to move from one port to
another.

Alexander Sedov’s lengthy and detailed report summarizes the 1985-1991
excavations at the port site of Qana in Yemen, occupied from the early first to
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seventh centuries A.D. Qana owed its expansion to the incense trade, as judged
by the archaeological recovery of several large rooms found with quantities of
burnt incense. The early period {dating from the first to second centaries a.p.)
also showed evidence of widespread exchange in the form of pottery from Egypt,
Palmyra, Campania, and Mesopotamia; in the subsequent two periods, the site's
ceramic assemblage also incorporated wares from North Africa, southern Gaul,
Mauretania, and India. The tremendous quantity and variety of non-local goods
at the site, where in all three occupation periods imported pottery comprised
80 percent of the ceramic assemblage, substantiazes Ray’s observation that ports
were a particular kind of locus and likely to have quite a different economic,
social, and political composition than the towns and citdes of the hincerland.

Sedov’s report 1s exemplary in three respects: first, the presence of one or
another type of pottery does not lead him to immediately claim special connec-
tions between political units—in fact he almost leaves out political connections
altogether, since the general lack of documentary evidence renders such identifi-
cations tenuous. Second, he describes the three periods of occupazion in plain
terms {early, middle, late) tied to absolute dates rather than te ruling entities that
may have had little impact upon the port’s function. Finally, he divides the article
into separate sections, first describing the material remains for each of the three
periods and then using the finds from each period to interpret the site’s role in
long-distance as well as local exchange. The rigorous separation of data and inter-
pretation allows readers to use data for comparisons against their own materials
even if a different interpretation is proposed.

In contrast to the small amount of Indian items tound at Qana, Monique
Kervan notes that Indian pottery is prominently represented among the goods of
exchange 1n southern Iran and eastern Arabia starting in the Harappan period.
Largely in the absence of materials analysis and quantification, however, it 1s dif-
ficult to assess the extent to which Indian ceramics formed an important part of
exchange. Osmund Bopearchchi discusses the changing role of Sri Lanka in
trade, noting that while the evidence for long-distance trade from the first few
centurles A.D. is minimal, Sri Lanka experienced an upsurge in the fourth and
fifth centuries, as measured by the impressive quantity of Late Imperial Roman
coins found on the istand. He credits these imports to the trade with Axumite,
H:mvarnte, and Persian middlemen, an observation which illustrates how the ini-
tiators of long-distance trade activities came from politically stable entities where
the presence ot elites fueled the demand for exotic goods.

In 2 brief essav on southern: India in the early centuries .o, K. Rajan observes
that in addition to the main dynasties of the Colas, Ceras, and Pandvas. there
were a number of other chieftains. These chiefrains, however, were unable to
break the economic and politcal power of the main dynasties that controlled
access to maritime trade. Regarding the easternmost areas of the subcontinent,
Gautam Senguprta notes that while there are a number of large sites in the area of
Bengal, the region 1s understudied and even basic data such as the size and config-
aration of many sites is largely unknown. Even in this early stage of knowledge,
however, Sengupra is able to note that the large site of Chandraketugarh exhibits
some variations within z single cultural phase. The presence of variability within a
site indicates that multiple social, economic, and political forces may have been at
work simultaneously; the evidence from the greater subcontinent reveals that
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trading activities involved a number of interactions at the local and regional level,
in addition to contacts sustained across the seas.

Moving eastward, documented contacts in the early centuries a.D. become
more tenuous. lan Glover summarizes the archaeological evidence of contact
between India and Southeast Asia, where he claims that the adoption of
“Indianized” modes of political and religious thought were becoming established
in the late first millennium B.c. Glover's logic undermines his argument when he
proposes that the scale of “Indianization” in the first millennium A.D. was so vast
that it must have been preceded by an extended period of regular contacts.
Recently, the extent of early Indian activity in Southeast Asia has been ques-
tioned, with the observation that prior to the fifth century a.p_, the political orga-
nization of the subcontinent did not foster religious or mercantile expansion to
the east (Smith 19974).

Additional skepticism of early contacts is found in the Tradition volume in the
two papers by Pierre-Yves Manguin and Jean Deloche. Manguin critiques
“Indianization” and “Islamization” as explanations that “largely concealed the
internal dynamics of these Southeast Asian polities” {p. 182). In contrast to
Glover, he places the impetus for trade and contact with the peoples of South-
east Asia, observing that no indigenous Asian ships have been recovered west of
Malacca. He documents the archaeological recovery of boats and boat frag-
ments (which are still very few in number) from the Malay Peninsula and Sumatra,
providing data that supplement other observations of early maritime travel in
the Indonesian archipelago and beyond (sec also Beliwood 1983). Manguin's
argument is less convincing when he applies the same faith ro textual data as
to archaeological finds, as when he notes that the Chinese reports of very large
boats (530 m long and capable of carrying 500 passengers) in the sixth cenrury a.p.
are to be believed because the texts are authored by “trustworthy Chinese Bud-
dhist pilgrims.” Leaving aside the question of whether figures reported in such
texts reflect a cultural standard rather than actual measurements, pilgrims were
more likely to be trustworthy in matters of religion than in matters of seafaring.

Deloche provides in his article another way to examine early shipbuilding:
through iconographic representations. For the period from the second century
B.C. to the seventh century A.D., he assernbles Indian images of watercraft, includ-
ing depictions on Andhra coins, the sculptures at Sanchi, Amaravati, and Bharhut,
and the cave paintings from Ajanta. He concludes that most of these representa-
tions are of river craft rather than of sea-going vessels. His conclusions are sure
to add to the lively controversy regarding the extent to which Indian sailor-
merchants actively participated in the oceanic voyages of the early centuries A.D.
(see Ray 1994, 19596). Deloche notes that the subsequent development of sea-
faring technology is difficult to assess, as there is a gap from the seventh to elev-
enth centuries in the knowledge of Indian shipping. He proposes that there may
have been contacts between seafaring peoples evidenced in changes such as the
appearance of the stern-post rudder {permitting the development of larger ships)
in the twelfth century, at the same time that it appears in the Mediterranean. He
strongly urges the use of ethnographic fieldwork to document boat-building
rechnology, a sentiment also expressed in the following paper by Sean McGrail.
Like Deloche’s paper. McGrail's discussion of stitched-plank boats is lavishly illus-
trated and also includes a list of questions to be asked of boatbuilders.
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In a well-written companion piece, Eric Kentley provides a report on 2 four-
month study of sewn boats on the eastern Indian coast. Studies such as this will
be a useful guide to ship construction utilizing traditional technology when
ancient boat remains are found. Other practical aspects of open-water sailing in
the Indian Qcean are approached by authors examining navigation as represented
in traditional tales {by B. Arunachalam) and as evidenced by the use of measuring
devices such as the kalam, an early sextant whose use is described 1n written texts
as early as the ninth century a.b. (S. Q. Fatimi). Evidence of the use of multipie
seafaring technologies is provided by Zarine Coaper in a summary article on the
archaeology of the Andaman Islands. This short paper leaves the reader asking
for more; Cooper’s extensive work in the Andamans deserves more extensive
exposure.

Axelle Rougeulle’s meticulons and well-documented contribution examines
the area of the greater Arab-Persian Gulf from the ninth to fourteenth centuries.
During that period, sites of the Iranian coast such as Siraf had a large gquantity of
Chinese pottery, while the sites on the Arabian side of the gulf did not. Rou-
geulle cites the situation of the hinterlands as a decisive factor: the Arabs lacked
trade goods because of the imposition of high taxes at their port of Ugair, the
presence of pirates, and a low population density consequently unable to afford
large quantities of luxury goods. A combination of circumstances caused a shift in
trade to the Red Sea by the vear 1000: in Egypt, the emergent Farimid dynasty
developed their capital at Fustat in Egypt as a major center; on the lranian coast
of the Arab-Persian Gulf, Siraf suffered political troubles and then an earthquake
in 971, Trade returned to the Arab-Persian Gulf by the thirteenth century. with
the establishment of trading entities on Bahrain. Rougeulle’s article shows that
even phenomena that might be described by a blanket term such as “Islamic
rrade” will have different manifestations as the result of natural circumstances and
political shifts.

One of the most intriguing papers of the volume is presented by Y. Subba-
rayalu, who reports on the survey of a portion of the scuthern Indian coast in
coordination with the Underwater Archaeology Center of Tamil University.
Although the article is only a preliminary report. the presence of Chinese
ceramics indicates the role of Indian ports in long-distance trade with the East.
At the site of Perivapattinam, trial excavations and addirionai survey {conducted
with the Idemitsu Museum of Arts in Tokyo) recovered a single-period occupa-
tion of the late thirteenth through fourteenth centuries a.D. that had a large
quantity of Chinese ceramics from the Longguan and Fujian kilns. Other ¢oastal
sites are also reported in this paper, some of which can be identified with portts
known from the historical record. In contrasting the archaeological ewvidence
with the documentary record, Subbarayalu notes that the Cola period port of
Nagapattinam lacked Chinese sherds of the Song period, a fact which he finds
puzzling given that the “Cola court had active diplomatic relations with the Song
court” (p. 112). Subbarayalu’s paper illustrazes that even for periods with a rea-
sanable documentary record, the attestation of diplomatic relations—which may
have been exaggerated by the recording entities—did not necessanly result in
demonstrable economic relations.

In the thoughtful summary essay that closes the volume, Jean-Francois Salles
cautions that we should not see the developments which took place in the
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ancient world as sudden “discoveries,” but as a process of exploration, contacts,
and the accumulation of knowledge. The hinterlands’ effect on ports is discussed
through his reference to Failaka, which was probably initially settied during the
reign of Seleucos I (311-281 B.c.) as a center that was more military than com-
mercial {see also Calvet and Gachet 1998; Calvet and Salles 1986; Salles 1984).
This Hellenistic settlement was abandoned in the mid second century 5.C., co-
incident with the fall of Seleucid power in Babylonia. Reading this paper, some
issues come to mind about the role of trade and commerce and about the illus-
tration of a common archaeoiogical dilemma: how much physical evidence is
required to claim that distant locales were in contact? And how much higher
is the threshold to make a claim that regions exercised “influence” or even
“dominance”?

The authors of this volame are clear about what types of data will be useful for
future research. Archaeological data must be sought out, both through new col-
laborative field projects and through the reinvestigation of old reports and collec-
fions that can be used anew to address questions of trade and contact. The use of
materials analysis, such as chemical analysis, has previously been underutilized on
the materials of this region, partially due to the reluctance of countries to send
archaeological materials abroad for tesung. The continuing development of lab-
oratory facilities in hoest countries will eventually facilitate these studies. Two
important cautions must be made, however: only if identical analyses using com-
parable stanndards are undertaken can results be compared from country to coun-
try. And the framing of research questions must be rigorous, so that the results of
materials analysis are utilized to evaluate specific proposals of contact or origin
rather than merely as a collection of “more data.”

The volume entitleé Athens, Aden, Arikamedu: Essays on the Interrelations between
India, Arabia and the Eastern Mediterranean (hereafter Essays) is a reprint of volume
3(2) of Topoi, a journal published from the Maison de I’Orient Méditerranéen in
Lyon. This particular volume is principally devoted o Hellenistic-period encoun-
ters berween the Mediterranean and India, and this Indian-published reprint
appears to be intended primarily for an audience that does not have access to the
journal. As such, it does not aim for a coherent, thematic presentation of the
issues raised, and the feeling of reading this volume is the same as reading 2 jour-
nal from cover to cover. The benefit of & journal is that it offers new and poren-
tially challenging information and analvses in a concise format; the principal dis-
advantage 15 that frequently an article begins with the assumption that the reader
is already familiar with the subject. For a sense of perspective, readers would be
advised ro first consult other works that discuss the larger picture of the Indian
Ocean in the early centuries A.D. (e.g., Begley 1991).

The papers in Essays address a variery of subjects from the Mediterranean point
of view, principally utilizing Greek and Latin texts to examine the effects of
exchange in the Mediterranean region at the close of the first millennium s.c.
Michel Casevitz discusses the way in which foreign words {such as those for cin-
namon, cumin, and other spices) accompanied foreign procducts into the Greek
realm, often through the actions of Persian intermediaries. A. Brian Bosworth
considers the contributions of ideclogy to Macedonian realpolitik when he exam-
ines Arstotle’s contributions to the education of Alexander the Great and the
possibility that Alexander’s eastward expansion was in part invested with a desire
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to learn whether the summer monsoons of India were linked with the annual
flooding of the Nile.

In an article on Hellenistic numismatics, Osmund Bopearchchi examines the
evidence for early Indo-Greek religious syncretism in eastern Hellenistic coins. In
some cases, such as those coins of Hermaios that have been described as portrayals
of Zeus outfitted with the elephant’s trunk of Ganefa, he rejects the identifica-
tion based on the close inspection of the coins (explaining that the resulting figure
was due to imperfect castings that exaggerated the human deity’s nose, beard, and
drapery). By contrast, he notes that the ruler Agathocles did consciously choose
bilingual inscriptions and local deities for coinage circulated in the northwest sub-
continent, reflecting the “political, religious and cultural policy adopted by the
Greeks when they conquered the Indian territories” (p. 37). Bopearchchi’s paper
is a good example of the caution that must be exercised in the assessment of icon-
ography, where similarities of form or design may be unconsciously exaggerated
by a desire to illustrate sociopolitical “influence.” The history of the Hellenized
kingdoms is particularly difficult to reconstruct due to the lack of documentary
source material, which leaves coinage as the principal means of writing history,
often leading to quite different interpretations from the same body of data (see
also Guillanme 1986; Narain 1957).

Himanshu Ray has contmbuted two papers to this volume, one of which is a
reprint of an earlier article {(Ray 1988), It discusses the impact of Roman ex-
change with the Indian subcontinent through an examination of the role played
by foreigners as discerned through textual studies and the differential distribu-
tion of Roman coinage in india (a subject thoroughly discussed by MacDowell
[1990, 1991]). The brief postscript that 1s appended in this version of the article
notes that she now accepts that many of the “Roman” items found in the sub-
continent are not actual imports. Rav's other article also evaluates Roman
contacts with the East, making the difficule claim that maritime trade during the
early centuries A.D. in the western Indian Ocean was a trade not only in luxury
goods, but in subsistence goods and agriculrural products.® The strength of this
paper lies in her emphasis of two points: that Indian maritime traditions were not
passive, and that the relative Importance of various exchange routes depended
upon the political and economic configurations of the hinterland.

Other authors examine the limitations of literary evidence for the study of
exchange. An article by Salles attempts to answer the question of why the Arab-
Persian Gulf was unmentioned by the author of the first-century Periplus, suggest-
ing that trade did persist 1n this area bur that Persian control of the region pre-
vented the involvement of Greek merchant-sailors. He concludes that merchants
based in Arabia, rather than in the eastern Mediterranean or in India, were re-
sponsible for the trade there. As Kervran suggests in Tradition, Salles believes that
Indian trade with the Arab-Persian Gulf was significant, although archaeclogical
evidence is at present too insubstantial to quantify the amount of exchange. One
factor that may help explain the lack of Arab-Persian Gulf exchange in this period
is the presence of the monsoon winds, which permitted mariners to sail over open
water from the southeastern tip of Arabia directly to the west coast of India
(Casson 1989, 1991). This narural shipping lane, combined with the political insta-
bilities of the hinteriand, may have deterred traders involved in the long-distance
voyages and relegated the Arab-Persian trade to local merchants and sailors.
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Some of the essays are bibliographic in tone, such as Klaus Karttunen’s exten-
sive kist of works that have compiled the Greek and Larin references to India,
including Polish and Argentinian dissertations. Unfortunately, the utility of articles
such as these is marred by the lack of a key to the abbreviations of the specialist
journals in which many of the cited articles are published. Without an intimate
knowledge of the subject area, readers are likely to be frustrated by references to
articies from a panoply of specialist European and Indian journals referred to only
by their acronyms, such as BCH, JAOS, and ABORI. (Another editorial oversight
is that some papers contain references in notes and a bibliography, while others
contain only references in the notes.)

The only paper in this volume to provide new data is the paper by Vitali
Naumkin and Alexander Sedov, who present a summary of their survey work on
the island of Socotra. This smali island, 300 km east of Cape Gwardafuy, has not
been examined for archaeological materials since the Oxford Expedition of 1956
found no datable remains earlier than the Middle Ages (Shinnie 1960). The cur-
rent paper details the resuits of the Russian (former Soviet)—Yemeni expedition’s
survey on the eastern portion of the island, an area largely neglected by the
Oxford team. This well-illustrated report indicates the presence of lithic work-
shops that are possibly Neolithic in date and describes the various groups of
burials excavated by the expedition {some of which were severely disturbed prior
to their investigation). Most significant was the recovery of a large settlement
(100x130 m) that had limited quantities of items similar to those recovered
from the occupation of the early centuries A.D. at Qana in nearby Yemen: the
handle of 2 Roman amphora and pottery that appears to be of Mediterranean,
Arab, and Indian origin.

The articles from this volume raise a number of important issues about the
impact of different political and economic entities upen each other, especially
when examined in the context of the uneven quantity of inforrzasion available
for the varying regions. What was the role of land-based intermediaties in the
areas corresponding to modern Pakistan and Afghanistan? Is it appropriate to
characterize them as “Greek,” with the assumption that one may learn of their
behavior and ideology through the study of texts written in Athens and Ionia’
Was trade in the Hellenistic and subsequent Roman periods of sufficient volume
and impact to affect the development of cities and towns in areas far to the cast,
such as the Indian subconunent?

The third volume. which alse addresses questions of long-distance impact and
mnteraction, is Mariners, Merchants and Oceans: Studies in Maritime History {here-
atter, Mariners). The title is an unfortunate choice because it conveys little about
the time period or even the geographic focus of the contributions, which consti-
tute a collection of 27 papers from the Second Internarional Symposium on Mari-
tme History held at Pondicherry University in 1991, The papers are principaily
case studies from the ninth to nineteenth centuries, a time when the Indian
Ocean was the crossing point of merchans and navies from well-organized states
all around the eastern and western regions of the ocean. The vague title is, how-
ever, only the first sign of general editorial shortcomings: even the best papers in
this volume appear unnecessarily compressed, so that some of the logic of their
arguments is omitted; the volume is also almost completely devoid of maps,
although nearly all of these specialized papers would benefit from illustration.
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Despite these reservations, several papers clearly demonstrate the quantity of
material that remains to be examined for the minutiae of early colonial trade.
Ranabir Chakravarti’s article on exchange in India in the twelfth to fourteenth
centuries discusses inland dynasties such as the Colas, who used their port of Visa-
khapattanam te maintain their links with Sri Lanka and with China {possibly
through Pagan in Burma, as suggested by the Chinese writer Chau-Ju-Kua).
Although the author suggests that the utility of Visakhapattanam to the Colas was
due to its “closeness” to the Bay of Bengal, such interpretations based upon the
logic of geography are limited, as he also points out that the successors to the
Cola state, the Telegu-Codas, did not use that port 1n their trade across the Bay
of Bengal.

Chakravarti also discusses another political group, the Kakatiya, and their east-
ern port at Mottupalli, where the rulers sponsored explicit edicts about the pro-
tection of traders, inclading multilingual inscriptions in Telugu, Sanskrit, and
Tamil. Despite this bureaucratic attention to the port’s activities, the Kakatiya
focas during the fourteenth century turned inland, principally because of increas-
ing conflicts with other inland groups such as the Yadava of the western and cen-
tral subcontinent. In closing, Chakravarti contrasts the ways in which ports
achieved their status in long-distance networks. Some, like Visakhapartanam and
Mottupalli, developed through their association with inland groups, with the
attendant risk of declining when inland political power waned. Others, such as
Cambay, Cochin, and Calicut, were more steady in their success due to their
dependence on passing traffic along major maritime routes.

The role played by geography is explored for the Bengal region by Aniruddha
Ray, in a paper which focuses on the period between 1575 and 1608. The begin-
ning of this period is marked by the abandonment of major inland population
centers such as Gaur and Saptagram, which the author conceded may have been
partially due to the silting up of nearby rivers. However, political shifts were also
responsible, since the hinterlands of these sites were fought over by the Afghans,
Mughals, and the Orissa kings. Intending to use the Portuguese against the
Afghans, the Mughal ruler Akbar gave the Portuguese the right to trade at
Hughli (near modern Calcutta); meanwhile, the Arakan king Man Felung took
the opportunity to seize nearly all of coastal Bengal. Rav’s article thus provides a
good example of the complex interconnections berween local and foreign powers
mn the consolidation of territory, and the subsequent connections berween politi-
cal activities and exchange.

Vast quantities of original documents permit the examination of the role of
different merchant entities and political groups during the long period of compe-
tition between the English, Dutch, and Portuguese in the Indian Ocean. Rose
Marie Grifin Fugger’s paper illustrates the complexities of families {such as the
Fugger merchant house) that expanded their fiscal domains in Burope through
loans to royal houses such as the Hapsburgs and abroad through the establishment
of factories for the acquisition of exotic foreign commodites. Doug Kaisong's
paper on Macao details the way in which various European groups struggled over
perceived strategic sites, using military force as well as subterfuge. In 1535 the
Portuguese obtained landing rights in Macao to take advantage of the gzlleon
trade going to Nagasaki and Goa; they also used the outpost as a landing place
for the opium that they brought from the Indian ports of Daman and Diu. Com-
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petition for landing rights by the Spanish, who were already occupying the Phil-
ippines, was neutralized when the Portuguese informed the Ming that the Spanish
were gangsters and spies; a potential Dutch challenge was put down through mili-
tary force in a battle at Macao in 1601. The first entry of the British in 1635 came
at the invitation of the Portuguese governor of Goa, but their involvement was
limited (in part, notes Kaisong, due to the English Revolution of 1642-1648).

The interactions between local and European agents is explored by S. Arasarat-
nam, who briefly discusses the slave trade of the Bengal region in the seventeenth
century. Again, the collusion of various entities is apparent: when Acheh needed
labor for the production of pepper, rice, and tin, the Arakanese combined with
the Portuguese and Maghs to conduct raids into the delta of Bengal to obrain
slaves. The author’s contention that the slave trade did not form an intrinsic part
of the overall trading system in the Indian Ocean is, however, placed into ques-
tion by the discussions of slavery by other authors in this volume {e.g., Antunes,
Raben, Scammell), who describe the labor trade as forming an integral part of
the economic landscape in regions as widely separated as Mozambique and the
Dutch East Indies. The paper by Luis Antunes also identifies the role of private
trade groups during the time of Buropean expansion, by looking at the Banivan
Gujarati merchant group that effectively controlled the trade of Maozambique
starting in the late seventeenth century. While the Baniyans were initially invited
to Mozambique by the Portuguese, their successful presenice was often the target
of rivalry on the part of the local Portuguese in East Africa. Dutch attempss to
control trade were similarly contested by local groups. Mark Vink discusses the
unsuccessful attempts by the Dutch to control overland smuggling of pepper
southern India in the eighteenth century. Bhaswati Bhateacharya examines the
challenge to VOC domination of the Bay of Bengal by the Chulia merchants of
the Coromande! coast in the latter part the eighteenth century.

Remco Raben's paper on the social organization of space in Dutch colonial
cities examines the imposition of authority at Batavia and Colombo. Batavia,
which was regulated to enforce the separation of different Asian groups, served as
the planned-city protorype for other Dutch colonial enclaves such as Malacea,
Cochin, and Makassar. By contrast, Colombo was taken over from the Pormu-
guese; the presence of a population in which many had embraced Christianity
and the relative unimportance of the area as a transit port meant that the Dutch
imposed few additional regulations apart from regularizing the town pattern. The
social organization of another kind of space is discussed in a well-written short
paper by Karel Degryse about life aboard the vessels of the Ostend company,
where nationalist tensions between European powers often were the subject of
on-board friction as well. This paper, in which maritime claustrophobia and the
class factions between privileged officers and their crews are convincingly demon-
strated, is an English-language condensation of a much longer paper originally
published elsewhere (Degrvse 1976-1977). The end of the era of merchant sail-
ing ships is chronicled by Lewis Fischer and Gerald Panting, who use an exten-
sive series of shipping records now housed at Memorial University of Newfound-
land. Their perusal of these records shows that with the advent of steam, sailing
ships had to visit greater numbers of ports to obtain full holds on their journeys
until they were no longer economically viable as a means of transport.

Aside from these specific case studies, the volume is most useful to those wish-
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ing to have a greater insight on the issues favored by Indian scholars. A perspec-
tive on modern geopolitics is evident in observations such as the one made by
Madhais Yasin that "The strategic position of the Indian subcontinent in the
Orient is obvious” (p. 247). Chakravarti’s essay on the medieval Colas carries
a political foreword: “The emergence of new nations in the “Third World,’
following decolonisation, has immensely encouraged scholars to appreciate the
role of non-Europeans in their historical development” (p. 57). The identifica-
tion and use of history has a significant role in the creation of national identity,
an observation which is true of both the developing and industrial world (e.g.,
Dieder 1994; Graves-Brown et al. 1996; Schmidt and Patterson 1995). But the
diversity that is exhibited in contemporary scholarship about the Indian Ocean is
only partially explained by its being taken up by scholars from former colonial
domains, the majority of whom have come of age intellectually in independent
nations.

Rather, the explanation for the new views of diversity in explaining and expli-
cating historical trajectories is based in the general, and global, fragmentation of
knowledge. As the quantity of information increases, it appears less and less likely
that singular prime movers can suffice as explanatory mechanisms; likewise, singu-
lar entities, even “empires,” are seen as composed of a number of distinct {and
often unequal) parts that balance against one another. The experience of post-
modernism and the fragmentation of knowledge greatly increases the scope of
inquiry, as exhibited by the authors in these edited volumes. Thus we have a
Russian (Sedov) discussing the contributions of Qana in Yemen (in Tradition);
French scholars discussing the differential activities of the Persian Gulf and the
Indus regions (Kervran and Salles in Tradition); and a Sri Lankan examining the
role of Hellenistic coinage (Bopearchchi in Essays). These authors do not claim
their ability to study this past through any birthright, buc through a spirit of
inquiry which permits them to examine 2 single question (“What is the nature
and impact of exchange?”) through many different avenues.

One may regard the new studies that explore the complexities of long-distance
and local interactions as an expression of national identity by scholars from new
nations or as the resigned acknowledgment of the haphazard construction of
empire by scholars from old nations. Ultimately, it is not the genealogy of this
new tradition of inquiry, but its effects which are of interest. The authors of
these volumes show that archaeological evidence and historical documents can be
utilized to investigate the intricacies of exchange svstems. Observations of the
modern world also have their place in the investigation of the past. In particular,
the exhortation for ethnographic research by several authors in these volumes is a
‘timely one, since the use of modern materials and the demise of household-level
manufacturing means that the potential for studying labor-intensive technology
will be dramatically decreased in the coming years. However, it is important to
bear in mind that the documentation of contemporary technologies (such as
boat-building) is a source of ideas, but not a direct link to the past (2 point noted
by Deloche in Tradition). Researchers must resist the temptation to place the
three-dimensional qualities of ritual and social structure into their reconstructions
of' the past.

The demonstration that exchange 15 the result of the actions of multiple agents
promotes new and stimulating ways of thinking about political economy in the
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premodern world. The attendant risk is that we will likely be denied a set of tidy
prime movers and be faced with ever-more complex descriptions of social and
political developments. The presence of muitivariate historical particulars does
not preclude the search for universals, but instead of simplistic expressions of
“power” or “dominance,” such universals may be found in the nature of human
interaction, the construction of social identity, or the structure of human activ-
ities through hierarchical organization. The challenge is to collect data having
specific research questions in mind and to provide accurate descriptions and seatis-
tics for our colleagues to compare with their own observations.

NOTE

1. The idea that trade in the western Indian Ocean included large quansities of staple goods is dif-
ficult to substantiate even in the later periods for which there is greater evidence (see Subhrah-
manyam 1990). The lower tonnage of ships in the early centuries a.p. makes it somewhar un-
likely that trading cities relied or long-distance exchange for basic survival needs, and they
probably relied on their hinterlands instead.
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