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Education 
 
1999-2001  Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Center for Adaptive Behavior and 

Cognition, Max Planck Institute for Human Development, Berlin, 
Germany 
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Publications (Journal articles) 
 
Hagen, E. H., and Barrett, H. C. (2009). Cooperative breeding and adolescent 

siblings: Evidence for the ecological constraints model? Current 
Anthropology, 50, 727-737. 

 
Wilke, A., and Barrett, H. C. (2009). The hot hand phenomenon as a cognitive 

adaptation to clumped resources. Evolution and Human Behavior, 30, 161-
169. 

 
Snyder, J., Kirkpatrick, L., and Barrett, H.C. (2008). The dominance dilemma: do 

women really prefer dominant mates? Personal Relationships, 15, 425-
444. 

 
Flamson, T., and Barrett, H. C. (2008). The encryption theory of humor: a 

knowledge-based mechanism of honest signaling. Journal of Evolutionary 
Psychology, 6, 261-281. 

 
Barrett, H. C. (2008). Evolutionary psychology is a union of fields, not a subset. 

Psychological Inquiry, 19, 19-40. 
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Barrett, H. C., Laurence, S., and Margolis, E. (2008). Artifacts and original intent: 

A cross-cultural perspective on the design stance. Journal of Cognition 
and Culture, 8, 1-21. 

 
Bryant, G. A., and Barrett, H. C. (2008). Vocal emotion recognition across 

disparate cultures. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 8, 135-148. 
 
Marlowe, F., Berbesque, J.C., Barr, A., Barrett, H. C., Bolyanatz, A., Cardenas, 

J.C., Ensminger, J., Gurven, M., Gwako, E., Henrich, J., Henrich, N., 
Lesorogol, C., McElreath, J., Tracer, D. (2008). More ‘altruistic’ 
punishment in larger societies. Proceedings of Royal Society B, 275,587-
590.  

 
Barrett, H. C., Keller, M., Takezawa, M., and Wichary, S. (2007). Relationships 

and emotions in children’s understanding of social contract violations. 
Journal of Evolutionary Psychology, 5, 213-234. 

 
Bryant, G. A., & Barrett, H. C. (2007). Recognizing intentions in infant-directed 

speech: Evidence for universals.  Psychological Science, 18, 746-751. 
 
Hagen, E., and Barrett, H. C. (2007). Perinatal sadness among Shuar women: 

Support for an evolutionary theory of psychic pain. Medical Anthropology 
Quarterly, 21, 22-40. 

 
Machery, E., and Barrett, H. C. (2006). Debunking Adapting Minds. Philosophy 

of Science, 73, 232-246. 
 
Barrett, H. C., and Kurzban, R. (2006). Modularity in cognition: Framing the 

debate. Psychological Review, 113, 628-647. 
 
Barrett, H. C., Frederick, D., Haselton, M., & Kurzban, R. (2006). Can 

manipulations of cognitive load be used to test evolutionary hypotheses? 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 91, 513-518. 

 
Hagen, E. H., Barrett, H. C. and Price, M. E. (2006). Do human parents face a 

quantity-quality tradeoff? Evidence from a Shuar community. American 
Journal of Physical Anthropology, 130, 405-418. 

 
Henrich, J., McElreath, R., Barr, A., Ensminger, J., Barrett, C., Bolyanatz, A., 

Cardenas, J. C., Gurven, M., Gwako E., Henrich, N., Lesorogol, C., 



3 

Marlowe, F., Tracer, D., and Ziker, J. (2006). Costly punishment across 
human societies. Science, 312, 1767-1770. 

 
Barrett, H. C. (2005). Enzymatic computation and cognitive modularity. Mind 

and Language, 20, 259-287. 
 
Barrett, H. C. & Behne, T. (2005). Children’s understanding of death as the 

cessation of agency: A test using sleep versus death. Cognition, 96, 93-
108. 

 
Barrett, H.C., Todd, P.M., Miller, G.F., and Blythe, P. (2005). Accurate 

judgments of intention from motion alone: A cross-cultural study. 
Evolution and Human Behavior, 26, 313-331. 

 
German, T.P., & Barrett, H.C. (2005). Functional fixedness in a technologically 

sparse culture. Psychological Science, 16, 1-5. 
 
Barrett, H. C. (2004). Descent versus design in Shuar children’s reasoning about 

animals. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 4, 25-50. 
 
Perry, S., Barrett, H.C., and Manson, J. (2004). White-faced capuchin monkeys 

exhibit triadic awareness in their choice of allies. Animal Behaviour, 67, 
165-170. 

 
Tooby, J., Cosmides, L., and Barrett, H.C. (2003). The second law of 

thermodynamics is the first law of psychology: Evolutionary 
developmental psychology and the theory of tandem, coordinated 
inheritances. Psychological Bulletin, 129, 858–865. 

 
Barrett, H.C. (2001). On the functional origins of essentialism. Mind and Society, 

3, Vol. 2, pp. 1-30. 
 
Barrett, H.C., and Fiddick, L. (1999). Evolution and risky decisions. Trends in 

Cognitive Sciences, 4, 251-252. 
 
Publications (chapters) 
 
Barrett, H. C. (2009). Where there is an adaptation, there is a domain: The form-

function fit in information processing.  In Platek, S.M. & Shackelford, 
T.K. (eds.). Foundations in evolutionary cognitive neuroscience (pp. 97-
116). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 
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Barrett, H. C. (2008). Evolved cognitive mechanisms and human behavior. In 

Crawford, C. & Krebs, D. (eds.) Foundations of evolutionary psychology: 
Ideas, issues, applications and findings. (2nd  Ed.) Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum 
Associates. 

 
Barrett, H. C. (2007). Development as the target of evolution: A computational 

approach to developmental systems. In: Gangestad, S., and Simpson, J., 
eds.  The Evolution of Mind: Fundamental Questions and Controversies. 
(pp. 186-192). New York: Guilford.  

 
Barrett, H. C. (2007). Modules in the flesh. In: Gangestad, S., and Simpson, J., 

eds.  The Evolution of Mind: Fundamental Questions and Controversies. 
(pp. 161-170). New York: Guilford.  

 
Barrett, H. C., Cosmides, L., & Tooby, J. (2007). The hominid entry into the 

cognitive niche. In: Gangestad, S., and Simpson, J., eds.  The Evolution of 
Mind: Fundamental Questions and Controversies. (pp. 241-248). New 
York: Guilford.  

 
Barrett, H. C. (2006). Modularity and design reincarnation. In Carruthers, P., 

Laurence, S., & Stich, S. (Eds.), The innate mind: Culture and cognition. 
(pp. 199-217). New York: Oxford University Press. 

 
Barrett, H. C. (2005). Adaptations to predators and prey. In D. M. Buss (Ed.). The 

handbook of evolutionary psychology. (pp. 200-223). New York: Wiley. 
 
Boyer, P. & Barrett, H. C. (2005). Domain specificity and intuitive ontology. In 

Buss, D.M. (ed.). Handbook of evolutionary psychology. (pp. 96-188). 
New York: Wiley. 

 
Tooby, J., Cosmides, L., & Barrett, H. C. (2005). Resolving the debate on innate 

ideas: Learnability constraints and the evolved interpenetration of 
motivational and conceptual functions. In P. Carruthers, S. Laurence, & S. 
Stich (Eds.). The innate mind: Structure and content. (pp. 305-337). New 
York: Oxford University Press. 

 
Barrett, H. C. (2004). Cognitive development and the understanding of animal 

behavior. In Ellis, B., & Bjorklund, D. (Eds.) Origins of the social mind. 
(pp. 438-467). New York: Guilford. 
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Fiddick, L., & Barrett, H.C. (2001). Evolution of cognition: An adaptationist 
perspective. In N.J. Smelser & P.B. Baltes (Eds.), International 
Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences, Vol. 7. (pp. 4996-
5000). New York, NY: Elsevier. 

 
Barrett, H.C., and R.R. Warner. (1996). Female influences on male reproductive 

success. In Gowaty, P., ed. Feminism and Evolutionary Biology. Chapman 
& Hall. 

 
Publications (comments, reviews, etc.) 
 
Barrett, H. C., Frankenhuis, W., & Wilke, A. (2008). Adaptation to moving 

targets: Culture / gene coevolution, not either / or. Behavioral and Brain 
Sciences, 31, 511-512. 

 
Barrett, H. C. (2006). Review of The Counter-Creationism Handbook by Mark 

Isaak. Quarterly Review of Biology, 81, 270.  
 
Barrett, H. C. (2006). Review of Adapting Minds by David J. Buller. American 

Journal of Human Biology, 18, 231-233. 
 
Boyer, P., & Barrett, H. C. (2005). Causal inferences: Evolutionary domains and 

neural systems. Invited contribution to an Interdisciplines.org Web-
conference on Causation (Anne Reboul & Gloria Origgi, Editors). 

 
Barrett, H. C. (2004). Dispelling rumors of a gene shortage [Review of The Birth 

of the Mind by Gary Marcus]. Science, 304, 1601-1602. 
 
Barrett, H. C. (2004). Rise of the humans [Review of The Robot’s Rebellion by 

Keith Stanovich]. Trends in Cognitive Sciences.  
 
Barrett, H.C. (2003). Review of  Forde, E., and Humphreys, G., Category 

Specificity in Brain and Mind. Perception, 32, 513-515. 
 
Barrett, H. C. (2002). Review of Jolly, A., Lucy’s Legacy: Sex and Intelligence in 

Human Evolution. Journal of Cognition and Culture, 2, 349-350. 
 
Barrett, H.C. (2001). Is category specificity in the world or in the mind? 

(Commentary). Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 24(4), pp. 478-479. 
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Todd, P.M., Gigerenzer, G., and the ABC Research Group (2000).  How can we 
open up the adaptive toolbox? (Reply to commentaries). Behavioral and 
Brain Sciences, 23, 767-777. 
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