
Requirements for Class Projects 
 
Students will create a series of “Asian Pacific American Superhero” comic books for young 
teens in our community.  These comic books will be posted on our class website and also shared 
at a campus reception at the end of this quarter.  Most students will complete two comic books, 
but a few students will work on organizing the campus reception.  The committee planning the 
campus reception will be limited to 10 students and be responsible for all aspects of the 
reception:  obtaining funding, handling logistics, mobilizing for the event, and organizing the 
event’s program. 
 
The midterm and final projects for this class are very difficult but will respond to an urgent need 
in our communities today: using Asian American Studies to create educational tools to help 
young people overcome the legacy of colonialism in their minds, hearts, and souls.  These 
projects require the commitment, creativity, initiative, imagination, wisdom, compassion, and 
teamwork of each student in our class.  By completing these projects and doing them well, 
students from our class will help mobilize and educate young teens in our communities around 
critical issues.  These projects will also help young people move beyond the confines of 
American pop and colonial culture to enable them to see the real superheroes in our communities 
and recognize the untapped power within themselves to deal with community needs. 
 
By taking this class and undertaking the midterm and final projects, each student is accepting the 
above responsibilities.  Specifically, each student is accepting the responsibilities to contribute 
time, energy and talents to class projects; to work as a team with others students under the mantle 
of Shared Leadership; to learn about urgent community needs from the standpoint of overcoming 
the legacy of colonialism in their own minds, hearts and souls; and to contribute their new 
understanding back to our communities through completion of class projects.  
 
The following points are important suggestions for undertaking the midterm and final projects. 
 
Understand the Guiding Principles for Class Projects (please read, discuss with classmates, 
and even memorize):  All comic books will be organized around three important principles to 
help youth in our community today:  1) emphasis on grassroots mobilization by ordinary people 
to change society; 2) emphasis on the need for youth to decolonize their minds, hearts, and souls 
from the legacy of 500 years of colonialism; and 3) emphasis on the connection between 
transforming oneself while changing society.   
 
Create a Work Team and Nurture Each Team Member:  Teamwork in this class is very 
important, not only for successful completion of student projects but also to enable each student 
to contribute individual talents to their communities.  Most other UCLA classes focus on 
students as individual learners.  In contrast, this class emphasizes social learning — i.e., 
promoting each student’s learning by strengthening each student’s interactions with classmates 
and the communities that nurture them.  Class projects require cooperative learning and a keen 
understanding of group dynamics.  Student teams are expected to grapple with a number of 
common challenges arising from group projects, such as the relationship between personal 
responsibility and collective responsibility and individual initiative and group dynamics.  To help 



student teams grapple with these common challenges, the instructor will provide students 
training in the art of Shared Leadership. 
 
Select a Compelling Topic for a Comic Book:  Many students in this class may be tempted to 
take short-cuts, especially in selecting a topic for their comic book.  From the list of topics 
below, a student team should pick a topic that is both personally compelling for its team 
members and important for young people in our communities.  This will enable students to put 
the time into research for their topic and the arduous work to complete their projects.  Above all, 
students should avoid the temptation of picking a topic they think is easy.  On the road of life, 
people enjoy experiences more when they choose a path that is interesting rather than a path they 
think is easy.  Both easy paths and interesting paths will contain unexpected hardships, but 
travelers who take interesting paths will be better able to deal with hardships because they will 
recognize them as learning experiences. 
 
Identify a Model Comic Book to Help the Team Develop a Storyline and the “Look and 
Feel” of Its Comic Book:  To help create their comic books, students should find a model comic 
book.  Failure to do this will mean that students within a team will work from different sets of 
assumptions about the look and feel of both the process and end product.  Below are resources 
for helping students find a model comic book: 

•  “Work Shouldn’t Hurt, You Come First!,” trilingual comic book created by students in 
AAS 119, Winter Quarter 2006 — in Course Reader 

 www.sscnet.ucla.edu/aasc/classweb/winter06/aas119/classprojects.html 
•  “The Assi Tree,” trilingual comic book created by students in AAS 119, Winter Quarter 

2004 — in Course Reader 
www.sscnet.ucla.edu/aasc/classweb/winter04/aas116/ 

•  Asiapac Books:  comic books about Chinese philosophy, history, and culture 
 www.asiapacbooks.com/ 
•  “for Beginners” book series:  titles range from Marx to Capitalism to Darwin to Elvis 
 www.randomhouse.com/pantheon/graphicnovels/beginners.html 
•  “Introducing” book series:  titles range from Quantum Theory to Buddha 
 www.kineticmag.com/reviews/53/ 
 

Do Research!  Then Create an Interesting Storyline:  For their comic books, students are 
required to do research and create an interesting storyline based on their research.  Research is 
very important, and each project requires multiple levels of research involving historical and 
current issues, people, ideas, and campaigns.  Based on their research, students should 
incorporate into their comic books quotations from people.  For their storylines, students should 
emphasize the strength of the comic book format:  unlike other types of books which “tell” a 
story through a lot of words, comic books “show” the story mainly through drawings.  
“Showing” the story rather than simply “telling” it will be one of the main challenges facing 
student teams.  Students should also remember that good storytelling engages readers by 
presenting and developing interesting characters and provoking emotions as well as thinking in 
readers.  Good comic books are also dramatic, humorous, satirical, or action-driven — or a 
combination of these elements. 
 



Expand Awareness of How People Learn-Teach by Adopting a Community-based 
Approach:  Throughout the term, the instructor will provide assignments to help students 
expand their horizons about learning-teaching.  Most students entering this class will have a 
perspective shaped by the traditional approach used in universities, which is itself based on 
western colonialism.  This traditional approach restricts learning-teaching to the four rooms of a 
classroom and is dependent on one-way transmission of information from a professor or 
important leader to students.  This traditional approach requires textbooks and lectures for 
learning to take place.  This traditional approach also separates thinking from acting.  To create 
comic books for youth in our communities, students will need to change their mindset (i.e., 
decolonize their minds) and develop a community-based or anti-colonial approach to learning-
teaching. 
 

Midterm Project 
 
Each student in this class will work in a team of four to six students to create a comic book on 
one of the five topics below.  These comic books will be due by mid-term. 

1)  Koreatown worker-organizer Mrs. Jung Hee Lee helps Latino and Korean immigrant 
workers fight for their rights in Koreatown restaurants. 

2)  The Grandfather Grapefruit Tree in Little Tokyo helps youth gain a recreation center. 
3)  Comandante Ramona and Subcomandante Marcos of the Zapatistas come to L.A. 

Koreatown and help low-income residents and workers win low-rent housing and a living wage 
from big developers such as California Market. 

4)  Wing Chun (her martial arts style was adopted by Bruce Lee) sets up a secret office in 
Campbell Hall and teaches UCLA students how to fight against rising student fees, to gain 
student-led curricular reform, and to regain affirmative action programs. 
 5)  A high school student learns about the cases of Lt. Ehren Watada and Army Medic 
Augustin Aguayo and inspired by their actions mobilizes fellow students to oppose military 
recruitment at her/his high school. 

 
Final Projects 

 
Most students in this class will also be responsible for creating a second comic book from the list 
of topics below.  Students will work in teams of four to six students.  This team may be the same 
as or different from the teams that created the first comic books. 

1)  Philip Vera Cruz comes to L.A. to help young people fight to protect immigrant rights 
against attacks by anti-immigrant groups like the Minuteman and anti-immigrant politicians like 
Gov. Schwarzenneger. 

2)  Dekanawidah (of the Iroquois Confederation) comes to L.A. and unites Black, Asian, 
Latino, and White street gangs to fight for justice for their communities and social change in this 
city. 

3)  The Trung sisters (of Vietnam) come to Little Saigon and help Vietnamese and Latino 
residents deal with a nasty Vietnamese bully who is picking on Latino immigrants and taking 
away their rights. 

4)  Wong Fei-hung sets up a small herb (and martial arts) shop in L.A. Chinatown and helps 
youth fight gentrification and protect people’s rights for low-rent housing and small businesses. 



5)  Gandhi comes to L.A. and helps the South Asian Network (SAN) and immigrant cab 
drivers fight to justice in the L.A. cab industry. 

6)  On the eve of the 15th anniversary of the L.A. Riots, K.W. Lee works with Korean 
American youth to respond to community needs rather than focus on materialism, consumerism, 
and self-advancement. 

7)  Thai garment worker Rojana helps Latino and Asian immigrant workers fight for their 
rights in sweatshops. 

8)  Princess Nafanua (of Samoa) comes to L.A. and teaches Samoan college students how to 
unite with Samoan gang members in Carson to fight for community empowerment. 

9)  Yuri Kochiyama helps L.A. high school youth oppose the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and fight racism against Muslims, Arabs, and South Asians. 

10)  General Gabriela Silang comes to L.A. and helps young Pinays launch a campaign to 
protect worldwide rights of Filipinas from sex slavery and exploitation as mail order brides and 
indentured workers. 

 
A few students will work on organizing the campus reception.  The committee planning the 
campus reception will be limited to 10 students and be responsible for all aspects of the 
reception:  obtaining funding, handling logistics (e.g., taking care of room reservation, 
equipment, refreshments, etc.), mobilizing for the event, and organizing the event’s program.  
The suggested date and time for the campus reception is our final class session on Friday, March 
16, 2 to 4:50 p.m. 


