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THEME: To fight against the status quo when it comes to teaching and learning. And we fight 
this by thinking and doing. 
 
 
FEELING/MOOD: angry, questioning 
 



 

 
Our Teachers 
 
By Trinh Le 
 
Our teachers reward us 
Our teachers punish us 
But how can they teach us? 
 
Why must they 
Make us feel inferior 
Deny us of our knowledge, languages, cultures 
Assimilate our brothers and sisters 
 
How can they 
Develop our consciousness 
Show us the way to social justice 
Help us be aware of inequality and privilege 
 
When will they 
Challenge their assumptions 
Liberate us from our colonized minds 
Rise up. 
 
Why must we 
Be defined by others 
Put up with colonial education 
Endure feelings of academic hopelessness 
 
How can we 
Learn from each other 
Create harmony and balance 
Become holistic in our thoughts 
 
When will we 
Commit to collective action 
Become agents to social change 
Rise up. 
 


